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The DeisÓige (opportunity for youth) project aimed to engage young
people in secondary schools and youth projects in an active
discussion about mobility projects (European Solidarity Corps and
Erasmus+) and opportunities available to them in the European Union
and to raise awareness of the European Youth Goals as part of the EU
Youth Strategy. With the funding of €5000 that we have been
awarded under the Department of Foreign Affairs Communicating
Europe Initiative (CEI), we delivered 35 drama workshops to 937
young people across County Kildare. We finished the workshops at
the end of January 2023.

These workshops were facilitated by a group of international
European Solidarity Corps volunteers, supported by Crooked House.
Accompanying these drama workshops we had a short piece of
original devised theatre, which ran for approximately twenty minutes
and was performed at the start of each workshop. We worked on the
devising process of this piece between September 2022 and
November 2022. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Crooked House Theatre Company submitted a proposal for the
DeisÓige Project to the Communicating Europe Initiative in
February 2022. A decision to fund the project was received in
May 2022.
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Rehearsals took place each Monday. In the first few weeks, rehearsal sessions mainly
served as devising workshops for generating potential ideas for the finished piece. During
these sessions, through physical movement, storytelling, and theatre games, we have
explored ideas we want to integrate into the piece to help it serve as an effective
introduction to the eventual workshops—these have included discussing the EU Youth
Goals, our own level of awareness of the European Union, why each volunteer decided to
take part in the ESC programme and travel abroad to Ireland, and what social issues are
important to all of us. 

We created our performance in separate pieces. The base of our performance was the EU
Values (Inclusive Society, Equality for All Genders, Sustaniable Green Europe) and EU
Opportunities for young people. While promoting the EU Values, we also wanted to mention
some of the issues that young people are facing generally. These issues are; bullying, social
anxiety, lack of communication, lack of confidence and so on. The aim of this was to show
young people that there are many opportunities for them. By taking part in an EU project
for social or community change,  they might also become more willing to change their own
lives.   
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PERFORMANCE
Rehearsals for the devised theatre piece element of the project began in
late September 2022, in the first few weeks following the first arrivals of
our 2022-2023 European Solidarity Corps volunteers to Crooked House.
Eight of our volunteers were involved in the programme. In order to help
carry out this part of the project, a young director-facilitator was hired.



Inclusive Societies
During the workshops, we used some activities to process the idea of
inclusion and how we see it in our society. In each workshop, we created an
open conversation where we discussed how important is to become
inclusive and how can we raise awareness about this topic. Some of the
participants stated their opinions which were about discrimination against
people who are from different countries. Some of them shared their
concerns about the protests that happened in Athy against migrants. This
conversation led us to the point where we discussed the idea of another
project which could aim to process  discrimination and solutions to change
it. We started working on this possibility to make a project for young people,
which will point out the issues related to discrimination and racism.

Equality of All Genders
Most of the young people who took part in our workshops were 
interested in the issues related to all genders equality. Some of them 
shared that either they or their friends had many difficulties due to
lack of knowledge and understanding in this matter. Most common 
expressed  issue was the peer pressure. Some participants stated that 
it is difficult to be in an environment which makes them feel nervous to share 
their identity or to be just whoever they are. They also added that it is very 
important to point out this topic. They found the workshop space very 
comfortable to share their opinions regarding to this topic. We also invited 
the participants to our current project, The Indigo Collective, which focuses on
the issues of LGBTQI+ community.

Sustainable Green Europe
Our workshops promoted the Green Sustainability in Europe. Most of the
participants were concerned about how the world has  being consumed by wasting
the natural resources and damaging the environment. We discussed the causes of
the damage.  Some of the participants expressed that the environmental damage
was  not just coming through individuals but mainly through industrial activities.
Some of them shared that positive change could start through individuals but should
continue in wider aspects which includes countries, politics and companies which
have direct affect on climate change issue.
Another topic arised during the conversations was about EU's sources for these
issues. General opinion showed that those could be used to take actions for faster
solutions. Some participants were very interested in finding out more about this
topic, which they said they will make some researches about the statistics. We will
also work on a project idea for young people which will focus on positive action for
climate change. 
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WORKSHOPS
Training for facilitation started with Anna Galligan (professional
drama facilitation trainer) in early October. 10 facilitators
developed the workshops during this training. We piloted 35
workshops in local schools. Our workshop designed to explore
three of the European Youth Goals: 



Number of StudentsNumber of Workshops

Holy Family
Secondary School
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We piloted 35 workshops in local schools.

SCHOOLS

School 

Patrician Boys’
Secondary School

St Conleth’s
Community College

14 350

9 270

11

1

300

17Kildare Steiner School 
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EXPENDITURE

Drama workshop research and preparation; and cost of
facilitators who delivered them €100 per workshop.
Total for 35 workshops: €3,500

Marketing and Documentation:  €500

Administration (includes recruitment of schools to the
project, scheduling, logistics like insuring etc): €500

Insurance cover (pro rata cost based on annual
insurance): €500
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CONCLUSION &
FEEDBACK 
We are very grateful for this funding which allowed us to
run our project more efficiently. We realized that most of
the young people in our community don't know about
the EU opportunities, and also the lack of awareness
about the EU Values were clearly observed by us. This is
why we were very excited to make this project happen
for young people. At this stage, we are proud to share
that many young people stated their interests in the EU
opportunities. Below you can find a collection of brief
feedback from some of the participants.

"I enjoyed the performance and the workshop a lot. It
was very interesting to see how many opportunities
there are for us. I will definitely look for one to be
involved in soon!" 16, Male

"I found the performance very interesting in a positive
way. The issues that we saw are relevant to us and it
made the performance more interesting to me. " 15,
Female

"I loved the conversation during and after the workshop.
Having a place where I can share my opinions about
some issues that we are facing is invaluable." 16, Female
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"I am very interested in environmental issues and how
we consume the world. It was a brilliant session where
we discussed these issues and reflected on them." 16,
Male

"Thanks to the performance and particularly the
workshop, I understand how important is to be aware of
the issues that we have in our society and in Europe.
Becoming an active person is I think very essential for
positive change. " 15, Male

" What an interactive experience it was! Especially the
workshop made me think about some topics that I don't
normally bother to think. The most interesting part of it
was to realize that I know nothing about the EU
opportunities." 17, Female

" Thank you for bringing us this great session. I got a
chance to talk about some of the issues that bother me."
15, Female

" This was a unique experience that I had. Amazing
performance and very insightful conversation
afterwards. " 16, Male

" I am very excited and inspired after this session. I will
seek to take part in some of the EU opportunities that
were mentioned. Especially the international
volunteering topic got my interest. " 16, Female


