
Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s 

monthly newsletter 

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked 

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in 

collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.​
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Over the past few months, a team of international volunteers 
successfully delivered the Deis Pobail project, a project aiming to raise 
awareness about the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Through 20 
interactive workshops, we reached a large number of participants 
across schools, community centres and youth groups, using 
drama-based methods to bring European values to life. 

Our workshops were 
designed to combine 
performance, 
improvisation and 
discussion, making 
complex topics engaging 
and interesting for the 
participants. They did not 
only learn about basic 
Human Rights, but also explored how these rights can be challenged in 
everyday life situations, without even realising it. Many of the 
participants expressed their interest in EU opportunities, acknowledging 
the fact that they had not really known about them until this creative 
learning project occurred. 

This project was made possible with the support of the Communicating 
Europe Initiative (from the Department of Foreign Affairs). We are very 
grateful for the opportunity to create a project that was both educational 
and inspiring, not only for the participants, but for our team as well. 
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From planning to execution, this journey has shown how theatre can 
help people learn, connect, and think about important issues. 

We look forward to bringing more multidimensional, interactive projects 
to life in the future! 
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Kildare Youth Theatre is bringing Shakespeare’s Macbeth to the stage 

on May 13th, 14th and 15th. 

This production brings together international artists volunteering with 

Crooked House Theatre Company and young Irish performers from 

Kildare Youth Theatre. The cast includes actors from Greece, Türkiye, 

Tunisia, Spain, Italy, and France—many of whom are performing in 

English as a second language. Their natural accents add a unique and 

diverse sound to the production, making this Macbeth unlike any other. 

Directed by Peter Hussey, the play stars Halit Kayacan, Aliki 

Klapadaki, and Chloe Martin in leading roles. Set in modern dress, the 

production draws parallels to contemporary politics and the ways power 

is presented to the public. It offers a sharp reflection on authoritarian 

figures, past and present. 

There will be four performances at the Riverbank Arts Centre Theatre 

in Newbridge. Morning shows at 10:00 AM are mainly for local 

students studying the play (but the public can also attend), while 

evening performances at 7:00 PM are open to the public.  
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By Makis Nanos, ESC Volunteer 

Actor and Drama Facilitator in Crooked House Theatre Company 

Prism Youth Exchange is about to happen, and we are so here for it! 

After a long process of selecting participants we finally started our 

workshops on Saturday 5th of April in Crooked House's studio. Elliot 

Nolan, Sinéad Mooney, Sancar Çaliskan and I met with young people 

aged 14 to 17. 

We will continue to meet every Saturday to prepare short theatre 

pieces and a short film around the themes of identity, celebrating 

uniqueness, self, their opinions and beliefs. 

At the end of June we are going to present our work in Newbridge and 

in July we will go to La Seu, Catalonia for the final part of the 

programme. This part will be a youth exchange where we will present 

our work to our Catalonian partners and to groups of young people from 

other countries. I think it's fascinating for young people to share their 

opinions and beliefs about those topics and it's going to be an amazing 

opportunity to learn about new cultures and to make friends. I can't wait 

to start this journey with these amazing people and I think it's going to 

be an amazing project. See you at the end of June! 
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If there are young people still 

available and interested in 

taking part in this project 

please contact us at 

info@crookedhouse.ie 

 

State your name, age and that 

you are applying for Prism. The 

exchange in Catalunya (Spain) is 

from 6th to 13th July. Young 

people should be aged between 14 and 17 to take part in this project 

(and should not be over 17 when in Spain). And rehearsals and the 

workshop takes place every Saturday in Newbridge for 2 hours in the 

afternoon. All expenses for the Prism project - including flights, food 

and accommodation - are paid by the European Union’s Erasmus+ 

programme. 
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We’re delighted to welcome participants from France and Italy to a 

training course as part of our Now You See Me project in Newbridge, 

Ireland. The training course ran from 7 th – 11 th April 2025. 

There are three partners collaborating in the project. Association Link 

from Italy are experts in using non-formal education tools for young 

people. Crooked House Theatre Company specialise in making 

theatre with young people. And Poil de Carotte Association from 

France are experts in creative work with young people who have 

additional needs. 

The aim of this project is to enable our organisations to exchange ideas 

and practical ways in which they work with young people on a daily 

basis. The project focuses on artistic practices and non-formal 

education tools that enable young people to form a group and create 

cultural events for the public.​

This week’s training focused on three areas. 

Association Link shared their skills in music with a drum circle, Poil de 

Carotte showed how to make clay masks, and Crooked House shared 

techniques of using physical theatre. The aim of the project was not 
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only to exchange successful practices, but also to understand how to 

make them as inclusive as possible, adapted to each participant profile, 

and to create new ideas and experimental workshops. 

The training was aimed at participants aged 18 and over, for those who 

work with young people who want to work with young people. In the 

summer we will bring young people to France where they will 

experience workshops delivered by the trainers who came this week. 

We are very grateful for Ryston Sports and Leisure Centre for proving a 

venue for the training course. We acknowledge the enormous 

assistance of the European Union’s Erasmus+ programme which 

funded this training course as part of the overall project. 
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This month members of the Is Mise Éire Eile cast will tour to secondary 

schools in County Kildare to present an abridged performance of the 

play followed by an in-depth workshop on community-building. The 

project is meant to open dialogue amongst Transition Year students 

across the county about the tools needed to build cohesive and 

inclusive communities and be aware of on-line tactics that interfere with 

these efforts. 

By the end of the month we estimate reaching over 700 students. The 

school tour is led by Serena Giordanengo and Emily B. Ditkovski with 

support from Tomás Fernández Cruz, Makis Nanos, Monem Nassef, 

Marta Peniza, and Xeni Vassilakis. Don't forget to follow our instagram 

page @is_mise_eire_eile for real-time updates on the school tour and 

summer national tour. 

Is Mise Éire Eile is a performance devised from the words of young 

International Protection Applicants in Newbride, residents in the 

community, and people living here who have several opinions about 

migration. 
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By Makis Nanos, ESC Volunteer 

Actor and Drama Facilitator in Crooked House Theatre Company 

From the moment I came to Newbridge I fell in love with it. I love the 
atmosphere, the green, the river, but most of all, I love the people. They 
are so kind and helpful and until now Newbridge has been like a big hug 
for me. This hug has had a lot of faces. Sometimes, it was a good 
morning smile, sometimes it was a small conversation in a charity 
shop...this Monday they made a lovely boat in the Newbridge Day 
Care Centre. Since I came here I have been facilitating a drama 
workshop there every Monday. In this workshop Anna Dal Ben, Aliki 
Klapadaki, Ilayda Çoğ and I are meeting some of the elderly people of 
Newbridge in the town's Day Care Centre. 

The workshop is based on drama games, rhythm and music games and 
for one hour we try to challenge our minds and bodies, dance, sing and 
have fun. It's very nice to communicate with these people because you 
can see the history of Newbridge in their eyes. The amazing and kind 
participants made this boat a few weeks ago. When I saw it I expressed 
to them how much I liked it. Then they decided to paint it in the colours 
of my country and gave it to me as a gift. This was one of the warmest 
hugs I've ever received since I came here.  
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This is a short piece from Serena Giordanengo, one of our volunteers 
 

TET: Tea, English, and Theatre is a free weekly workshop designed to 

provide a welcoming space for women of all backgrounds to practice 

English, engage in drama, share stories, and build connections — all 

over a cup of tea and biscuits! No theatre experience is required, just a 

willingness to connect and explore new ideas. 

Since starting in January, we have been delighted to see the incredible 

development of our participants—not only in their English and drama 

skills but, more importantly, in their enjoyment of the sessions. It has 

been a beautiful exchange of knowledge, a sharing of cultures, and an 

opportunity to open up about the challenges of living in another 

country—especially navigating life in a new language. More than just a 

theatre group, TET has become a space where we learn from one 

another, have a moment for ourselves , and have fun. 

Serena Giordanengo, facilitator of TET and ESC volunteer, shares:
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“For me, TET is a joyful escape 

from our often busy and 

sometimes stressful lives. It’s a 

space of creativity and 

connection where every Friday, 

I share laughter and learning 

with incredible women who 

have become more than participants — they have become friends. 

Some of them had to drop the programme due to job schedules, 

moving to a new town, or changes in accommodation through direct 

provision, but I am so grateful to have met them and shared amazing 

moments together. More than anything, I believe in the importance of 

having a space where women can meet, support each other, and share 

their experiences in a safe environment.” 

Every week, we dive into theatre exercises, improvisation, and 

storytelling, always keeping the focus on practicing English together in 

an enjoyable and relaxed atmosphere. Whether you are new to the area 

or have been here for years, TET offers a wonderful opportunity to 

express yourself, make new friends, and discover the joy of theatre. The 

doors are always open for new participants, we look forward to 

welcoming you soon—come for the theatre, stay for the tea and 

friendships! 

Join us every Friday from 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM at:​

Unit 5, George's Street, Newbridge, W12 XH73 (upstairs at the 

Crooked House Theatre Company). 
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Please note that we will be taking a short break for the month of April 

due to Easter holidays and project overlaps, but we’ll be back on May 

2nd. Everyone is still welcome to join when we restart. 

For any questions or to join us, feel free to reach out to Serena 

Giordanengo: serena.giordanengo219@gmail.com 
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As part of our ongoing efforts to expand Crooked House’s network and 

collaborations, we are currently offering drama workshops to young 

people in Naas and Portlaoise. 

In Portlaoise, we are conducting 

three distinct workshops with 

our volunteers and staff 

members at the Methodist 

Church facility. These 

workshops engage a delightful 

group of approximately 13 young people, aged 11 to 13, and take place 

every second Wednesday. 

Additionally, we are facilitating two separate workshops in collaboration 

with InSync in Naas. These sessions, designed for mixed groups, are 

held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 

The principal facilitator is our Egyptian volunteer, Moneim Nassef, who 

has been with us for over 2 years.  
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Rehearsing Spreading the News by Lady Gregory 

by Yassine Barkaoui, Crooked House Outreach Manager. 

 

Our Women’s Shed group is currently working on Spreading the News, 

a classic Irish comedy by Lady Gregory. The play was chosen by the 

participants themselves, after reading through different play options 

together and discussing what spoke to us the most. We loved the 

humour, the strong characters, and the way it captures small-town life 

with all its misunderstandings and drama. 

​

There are eight women taking part in the project alongside our ESC 

volunteers, and each one is playing a character in the play. Over the 

past few weeks, we’ve had two workshops focused on reading and 

exploring the script—getting a feel for the language, the rhythm, and the 

relationships between the characters. The atmosphere in the room has 

been full of energy and curiosity and good humor. 

​

Last week, we brought in some Commedia dell’Arte techniques to help 

develop the characters physically. It was a fun and creative session 
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where everyone really got into experimenting with movement, posture, 

and exaggeration. It helped us connect with the characters in a more 

playful and expressive way. 

​

We’re still in the early stages, but the group is growing in confidence 

and creativity each week. It’s been a brilliant experience so far — 

learning together, laughing a lot, and building something special as a 

team.  
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Here is a piece written by our ESC volunteer Abdulselam Toğ, who took part in one 

of our latest productions “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller. 

 

Acting in English sounded very exciting to me when I was auditioning 

for The Crucible. At that time, I hadn’t arrived in Ireland yet, and nearly 

seven months later, we performed it four times to a sold-out audience at 

the Riverbank Arts Centre — two morning performances for schools 

and two evening shows for the public. In total, we performed before an 

audience of 720 people. 

This production was a collaboration between Crooked House Theatre 

Company and Kildare Youth Theatre, bringing together international 

professional actors and young participants from Ireland. It was a unique 

exchange where we shared our experiences with them, and in return, 

we experienced acting in English, which is not our first language. The 

play was directed by American actor, director, and facilitator John 

O’Hagan, whose guidance made a huge impact on all of us. 
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The entire rehearsal process was amazing. We had a fantastic 

experience, learning from each other—especially from John. Personally, 

witnessing the excitement of the young participants, and sharing that 

excitement with them backstage, reminded me of my own early 

experiences on stage. I saw myself in them—the same nervous energy, 

the same passion. 

Lastly, I want to thank Crooked House Theatre for creating this 

incredible opportunity for both sides. 
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We are happy to give our ‘24/’25 volunteers, who have joined our team, 

the chance to present themselves in their own way. Here are Vasileios, 

Tomás and Ilayda! 

 

Vasileios Krikis 

My name is Vasileios Krikis and I’m 

a 22 years old Student Trainee 

under Erasmus+ in Crooked House. 

I’m originally from Patras, Greece 

and I study Theatre studies in the 

University of Patras. Currently I’m in 

my last semester and I decided to 

apply for a traineeship under 

Erasmus+. At Crooked House 

Theatre Company I’m facilitating, 

attending, rehearsing and 

performing in various workshops. I 

have already performed at a performance with KARE workshop (people 

with additional needs), and in The Crucible by Artur Miller and I’m 

20 



currently rehearsing in Macbeth. I’m attending workshops like Drama 

Facilitation Training and the physical theatre workshop called Ariel. 

I’m assisting with the facilitation of a workshop in PBS (Patrician Boys 

school), KARE and the Newbridge Women’s Shed. All these workshops 

are amazing and I’m really gaining a lot of experience and surely a lot of 

memories. All the volunteers are young people from all over the 

Mediterranean Sea and they are all warm and friendly. We are a small 

community with a big personality. 

 

Tomás Cruz 

Hi, I am Tomás Cruz, I am 26 years 

old and I am from Seville, Spain. I 

wouldn’t have imagined pursuing 

acting and making theatre in my life if 

it weren’t for a weekly Friday 

afternoon workshop that was running 

in my highschool. Making theatre has 

helped me grow in unique ways as it 

still doing today. It has proven to me 

over and over again that it’s a one of a kind activity that allows 

everybody to be truly seen, heard and feel safe. I find it very fulfilling 

and uplifting to see how everyone is able to create and connect with 

other people through this artistic practice or that it serves as an 

effective tool in the process for it. 
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For me, this self-realisation comes after school by training as an actor at 

the Escuela Superior de Arte Dramático in Seville for four years, 

subsequently deepening my understanding of the actor’s craft at Centro 

Internacional de Investigación TNT for a year and training with 

practitioners such as Declan Donellan, Claudia Contin and Roberta 

Carreri. Throughout my career, I’ve always been interested in the 

pedagogy of performance and expression. This led me to facilitate 

theatre workshops in Seville. Keen to develop an expertise in drama 

facilitation and to help other people to grow, I decided to volunteer in 

Crooked House. I love Newbridge, especially its greenery. I believe in 

the power that comes with establishing a good relationship with nature, 

with the environment, as a foundation for how we relate with people. 

 

Ilayda Cog 

Hello there! I completed my amateur 

theatre studies, which started at a 

young age, by studying acting at 

Uludağ University in Turkey for four 

years. During this period, I 

simultaneously studied in a private 

theatre for two years at Izmir Folkart 

Academy. 
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I took part as an actor in various theatre plays at the university and the 

academy. After graduation, I gave drama and theatre lessons to 

students between the ages of 3-18 at a private college for three years. 

At the end of these three years, I continued my career as a manager at a 

casting agency for two more years. During this period, I starred in a 

television series and a commercial film. Now I'm volunteering at 

Crooked House and I feel very happy. It's really great to be in 

Newbridge and I love it when people I don't know smile and say hello 

on the street!  
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My passport / My identity is an Erasmus+ funded project that aims to 

promote cultural diversity in Europe and highlight the connection 

between minority languages, culture, and identity by performing original 

pieces of theatre in Irish, Catalan, and Welsh to be shared at an 

international youth exchange that will include a theatre festival in 

Catalonia the summer of 2025. We are looking for participants so, if you 

are interested, reach out to us! 

How does a person relate with the connection between these three 

elements? To what extent is your identity influenced by speaking a 

minority language? How does it feel to express yourself in Irish, Catalan 

or Welsh instead of English or Spanish? 

I am Tomás, a Spanish volunteer in Crooked House participating in this 

project as a young leader. A training course from the 21 to the 27 of 

April in Estamariu will prepare us, the project leaders, for a summer 

exchange of young participants. At the Training Course we will learn 

about theatre directing, producing, project management, digital media 
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and, perhaps most importantly, how to talk to young people about this 

subject. I am keen to listen to the stories, feelings, ideas, opinions of the 

participants who will have the opportunity of taking part in this project. 

Will we find commonalities among the differences that will enable the 

possibility of translating them into an universal experience? I expect that 

there will be a  feeling of connection to the roots of one’s identity and 

culture through the expression of your indigenous language on stage. 

What is the role of folk music in our identity? These and other themes 

are ones that we will explore in this project. 

I am getting accustomed to being in Crooked House, this international 

‘House’ where I share daily my good days and bad days with peers who 

speak Galician, Kurdish or who are from North Africa (making me think 

about Berbers!) I hope that this project will allow people to also 

understand and connect with other people’s experiences - especially 

people who speak other minority languages apart from these three that 

we are going to explore. 
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Follow us on​

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company​

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany 

 

 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights reserved.​

Our mailing address is:​

Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, County Kildare W12XH73 

Ireland 
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