
Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s 

monthly newsletter 

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked 

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in 

collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.​
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The Indigo Project is a new performance ensemble that brings 

together 15 young LGBTQIA+ people and their allies, aged 14 to 17 

from around Ireland. The project aims to make drama and film to 

celebrate issues of identity and self-knowledge. They will also explore 

ways to promote inclusion and integration in education, work and 

community. 

Young people will travel to Newbridge, Kildare every Saturday from 

25th January 2025 to 14th June 2025. There are 20 workshops from 

1.00pm to 5.00pm. Here they will experiment with theatre, film and 

spoken word to create a final performance that will be staged in June in 

Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge for Pride. 

Travel costs will be reimbursed. 

Some of the workshops will be film-making ones, where the ensemble 

makes a 10-minute short film that can be shown to the public and 

entered into film festivals. 

If you are interested in becoming part of the project, meeting new 

friends, and being creative together, please fill in the following 

application form: https://forms.gle/reYzsfsLVjVRapPj6 
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This project is funded by the Department of Children Equality, Disability, 

Integration and Youth. 
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TET: Tea, English and Theatre is a free weekly gathering designed to 
provide a welcoming space for women of all backgrounds to practice 
English, engage in drama, share stories and build meaningful 
connections - all over a cup of tea. 
 
We meet every Friday from 10:30am to 12:00pm at Unit 5, George's 
Street, Newbridge, W12 XH73 (upstairs at the Crooked House Theatre 
Company). 
 
TET is open to women of all ages and from all walks of life. Whether 
new to the area or long resident here, participants will have the 
opportunity to express themselves, make new friends and discover the 
joy of storytelling through theatre, all in a supportive and inclusive 
environment. 
 
No previous theatre experience is needed - just a passion for 

connecting with others and exploring new ideas! 

If you are interested or have any kind of questions, please contact 

Serena Giordanengo: serena.giordanengo219@gmail.com  
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Crooked House Theatre Company, in collaboration with the KARE 

Centre Newbridge, presents Spacebridge, a performance marking the 

end of a creative journey. Join us on Friday, 28th February 2025, at 

12.30  PM, at the Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge. 

 

Spacebridge is the result of the KARE Drama Programme, an initiative 

launched in 2023 by Crooked House Theatre Company and the KARE 

Centre in Newbridge. The programme brings together individuals with 

additional needs and international volunteers, using theatre as a way to 

explore self-expression and build connections. Weekly sessions in 

Newbridge’s Town Hall focused on techniques such as documentary 

theatre, physical theatre, image theatre, and improvisation, giving  

participants the possibility to discover more about themselves and each 

other in a supportive environment. 

 

The showcase will be performed at the Riverbank Arts Centre and will 

include the audience as part of the experience. It begins by offering a 

glimpse into our workshops and an introduction to the KARE drama 

programme.  The performance features a series of scenes that bring 
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Spacebridge, an imagined world inspired by the Newbridge community, 

to life. 

 

We’re very excited to share our work with you and hope you will enjoy 

the experience as much as we enjoyed creating it. 

 

Event Details 

●​ When: Friday, 28th February 2025, at 12:30 PM 

●​ Where: Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge 

●​ Tickets: Free and available now on the Riverbank Art Centre 

website: https://www.riverbank.ie/event/spacebridge/ 

 

If you have specific requirements or need assistance to fully enjoy the 

performance, please let us know. 
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Kildare Youth Theatre, in collaboration with Trinity College’s PIX-ART 

project, is hosting a workshop at Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge. 

Drama students will wear virtual reality head-mounted displays (HMDs) 

and interact, rehearse, and perform with each other in immersive digital 

environments. 

 

They’ll design their own avatars, navigate virtual spaces, and 

experiment with ways to merge digital and physical realities in 

storytelling. Néill O'Dwyer, whose past work includes exploring VR 

through Beckett and Joyce's texts, will collaborate with theatre 

facilitators from Crooked House, who bring their experience in youth 

theatre and creative processes, to guide participants through this 

different way of working with theatre. 

 

A final public demonstration (invitation only) will take place on 

Wednesday 12 March 2025, from 7.15pm to 8.45pm at Riverbank 

Theatre, where the audience will also wear VR headsets and step into a 

digital Midnight (Winter) Dream.  
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Our Artistic Director Peter Hussey has recently come back from 

Principia College in Elsah, Illinois, creating theatre with students of the 

Theatre Department. 

From 13th to 16th January Peter shared some of the techniques we use 

in Crooked House to devise theatre. Together with students of the 

Theatre and Dance department, who took time out from their winter 

holidays to take part, they explored movement techniques, monologue 

work, devised scenes, magic realism and choral amplification as modes 

of work developed by Crooked House over the years. A short 

presentation to faculty, students and friends was made on the final day.
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Principia is beautifully located and 

impressively resourced, on the 

banks of the Mississippi River, 

blanketed in snow. The 

state-of-the-art buildings and 

campus facilities are surrounded by 

woods and walks that are full of wild 

deer, squirrels and red cardinals. 

while overhead wild geese fly in their hundreds across the state, 

following the river on the way south. 

 

We are really grateful to the college theatre faculty for this invitation: 

John O’ Hagan, Chrissy Steele, Leah Mc Fall, and Erin Lane. We hope 

that it will be the beginning of a new partnership between young people 

in the USA and Europe using theatre. 

 

For the week before this opportunity, Peter was invited to the Kennedy 

Center American College Theater Festival in Madison, Wisconsin. 

The KCACTF is a national theatre programme involving 18,000 students 

annually from colleges and universities across the country who come 

together for a week in January to attend workshops, learn from industry 

professionals, present performances and audition for scholarships: 
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https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/opportunities-for-artists/pre

-professional-artist-training/kcactf/ 

Peter worked with John O’ Hagan and Jerome at the Region 3 

Conference from 7th to 11th January sharing devising techniques with 

students. Our grateful thanks to the festival and to its chairperson,  

Missy Thibodeaux-Thompson, professor of Theatre at the University of 

Illinois Springfield, for the invitation. 
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Crooked Mice is a subsidised and low cost children’s drama project 

run on Wednesdays at Crooked House Theatre Company. Sessions 

take place upstairs in our space in George’s Street Newbridge. 

 

There will be two sessions: 

One from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. This is for children aged 6, 7 and 8. 

Then from 4.30pm to 5.30pm we have a session for children aged 9 and 

10. 

The programme will focus on drama activities to help develop a child’s 

social skills, build confidence and explore ideas and topics relevant to 

them. Crooked Mice will be run by 2 interns : Chloe Martin and Oisín 

Fletcher Newman, who were members of Kildare Youth Theatre. They 

are now studying Performing Arts in Carlow Institute of Further 

Education. 

 

The workshops start on Wednesday 5th February but children need 

to register online in advance. Feel free to contact us at 

info@crookedhouse.ie to do so. Children can join at any time during the 

project provided that there are places.  
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We are happy to give our new ‘24/’25 volunteers, who have joined our 

team, the chance to present themselves in their own way. Here is Anna! 

 

Anna Dal Ben 

I trained as an actress at the 

Accademia Internazionale di Teatro in 

Rome for three years, then studied 

cinema and digital storytelling at 

Udine University, Frankfurt University 

in Germany, and Liège University in 

Belgium. Between 2021 and 2022, I 

trained as a Social Theatre Operator 

with Oltre Le Parole Onlus, in Italy. 

My passion for theatre and 

storytelling comes from my love of 

play. In recent years, I have learned to film and edit videos. I started by 

mistake, taking a few courses because there were no more available 

drama courses, but then I really began to enjoy it. What I love most 

about Newbridge is its green and the fact that, unlike in Italy, it’s crows, 

not pigeons, that fill the streets.  
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Crooked House heads to Izmir, Turkiye in February to run a training 

programme called  MOLTÓIR in using movement techniques as tools in 

creative youth work. 

 

From 16th to 22nd February we will bring together 50 artists who are 

working with young people. They will come from our partners and 

collaborators who will share their skills in several movement 

methodologies (from Laban and LeCoq techniques to Choral 

Amplification). 

 

We will be joined by Miniatura Theatre (from Gdansk, Poland), 

Kinitiras and Novus Ensemble (from Athens, Greece), Cosmos (from 

Izmir, Turkiye), FOCO (from A Guarda, Spain), and Ritual Mobile 

Theatre Laboratory (from Baku, Azerbaijan). 

 

The project is funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European 

Union.  
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Here follows a a short description for each of our weekly 

workshops. If you are aged 14 to 20, then you can pop in by any 

time! 

 

Touchstone 

(for ages 14-16) 

The Touchstone workshop 

explores devising and 

improvisation, building 

performance techniques and 

experience as it progresses. 

Participants devise short scenes and stage them for each other during 

the workshop. Touchstone runs every Tuesday from 7pm to 9pm from 

September to July in the studios of Crooked House Theatre Company. 

 

Caliban 

(for ages 17-19) 

Caliban is a workshop company for 

older teenagers. In it we develop 

different and more advanced styles 

and techniques of performance in a 

fun and engaging way. This group 

devises drama based on their own themes and ideas. Caliban runs 

every Thursday from 7pm to 9pm from September to July in the 

studios of Crooked House Theatre Company.  
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Ariel 

(for ages 18-30) 

Ariel workshop aims to 

explore the subject of 

identity through the 

techniques of physical 

theatre and movement. The 

workshop will include exercises that emphasise non-verbal 

communication, using gesture, posture, and movement to tell stories 

and convey emotions. It runs every Friday from 7pm to 9pm from 

September to July in the Town Hall of Newbridge. 

 

 

All workshops are free 

If you are interested to any of these workshops, 

please feel free to contact us on info@crookedhouse.ie

17 



 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights reserved. 
 

Our mailing address is: 
 

Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, County 
Kildare W12XH73 Ireland 
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