Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s

monthly newsletter

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked
House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in
collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.
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The Crucible

new Kildare Youth Theatre production of Arthur
Miller's classic. Grab your seats!

KYT’s production of Arthur Miller’s classic The Crucible is moving into
its final weeks of rehearsal as we head into March.

The cast is composed of young performers from KYT as well as ESC
volunteers, and local community actors.

“The breadth of age, experience, and background in the project has
strengthened the feeling of an entire community in the production.”
says director John O’Hagan.

“Every audience member will be able to see themselves reflected
on-stage which brings the immediacy of the Miller’s play - how a society
can twist in on itself when a falsehood is accepted as truth - even more
sharply into focus for us today.”

The Crucible will have 4 performances in the Riverbank Arts Centre
Theatre, Newbridge 1st and 2nd April. The 10:00 am shows are
reserved for local school audiences who are studying the play. The 7:00

pm shows are open to the general public.



Mia and The Fish

we chose Satinder Chohan's play to take part to
the Mational Theatre's Connections 2025 Festival

Kildare Youth Theatre is currently working on Mia and The Fish by
Satinder Chohan for the National Theatre’s Connections 2025
Festival.

The play tells the story of Mia, a young girl who lives in a coastal town
that’s been devastated by a storm. After the disaster, Mia finds a fish
washed up on the shore and takes it upon herself to return it to the sea.
This simple act leads her on a journey that forces her to confront the
realities of loss, survival, and the hope that can come in the most
unexpected places. The play is a beautiful blend of realism and poetic
elements, with an emotional depth that resonates with the struggles we
face in today’s world.

The production is directed by Halit Kayacan and Yakup Bas, two
actors from Turkey. We’re focusing on making the performance visually
and physically engaging, using movement and atmosphere to enhance
the storytelling. The themes of resilience, climate change, and the
importance of hope after tragedy are central to the story, and we’re
exploring these ideas in a way that feels both personal and universal.
With a talented group of young actors, we’re bringing this powerful
narrative to life in a way that’s both fresh and impactful.

The play will first be performed in Newbridge, Ireland, at Kildare Youth
Theatre, where we’ll share it with our local community. Following this,

the production will be showcased at a partner theatre as part of NT



Connections, where other youth theatre groups from across Ireland and
the UK will perform their own pieces. If our production is selected, we’ll
have the incredible opportunity to perform at the National Theatre in

London, which is a huge milestone for everyone involved.

Rehearsals are already in full swing, and the cast is doing an amazing
job bringing the story to life. With so many moving parts, from the
design to the physical movement, we’re excited to see how everything
comes together. It’s going to be a truly special production, and we can’t

wait to share it with you!



The debut of

Spacebridge

Creativity without barriers

On Friday, February 28th, Spacebridge took to the stage at the
Riverbank Arts Centre, performing in front of a lively audience filled with
members of the community, friends, and family of the participants. We
were also delighted to welcome the students from St. Mark’s School in
Newbridge, whose presence made the event even more special.
Crooked House runs weekly workshops with St Mark's.

This performance, presented by Crooked House Theatre Company in
collaboration with the KARE Centre Newbridge, was the result of a

creative process that brought together individuals from both

organizations for the past several months.




Before the show, the performers gathered at the venue for dress
rehearsals, filled with a mix of excitement and nerves. For most of them,
this was their first time performing on a theatre stage, making the
experience even more significant. It was also a milestone for the KARE
Drama Group, marking their debut at Riverbank Art Centre. Their
enthusiasm and commitment to the project were evident, and it was

clear how much this meant to them.

What made Spacebridge truly
unique was that every scene, idea,
and moment was created by the
participants themselves so it was

amazing to see their own scenes

being performed on a big stage for
the first time. From the moment the lights went off, the energy in the

room was great.

The theatre was full and the audience was fully engaged, responding
with laughter, warmth, and enthusiastic participation during interactive
moments. The connection between performers and spectators created
an atmosphere of joy and shared experience.

More than just a performance, Spacebridge was a celebration of

community.

Peter Hussey, Artistic Director of Crooked House, said
"This amazing work is real community capacity-building. We are terribly
proud and grateful to our many international volunteer artists who
worked with the KARE participants every week to build trust and
confidence, and to facilitate their creative expression in this memorable

way. It was lovely to see the way out volunteers and artists took part in



the play, always on hand to help the KARE participants, staying present
with them in case they were overcome or nervous. | was very moved,
personally, by the joy that came from the audience and from the stage.
Special thanks need to go to Serena Giordanengo, Yakup Bas and
Yassine Barkaoiu who facilitated the workshops with our volunteers and
KARE participants."

The hard work and dedication poured into this project had paid off in
the most rewarding way. Every performer left the stage smiling and
proud of their achievement. Seeing the participants bring their own
stories and abilities to the stage was incredible, and | was extremely

happy with how the performance unfolded.

But the journey doesn’t end here. The KARE Drama Programme will
continue with weekly workshops at Newbridge’s Town Hall, offering
more opportunities for creative expression and collaboration. New
facilitators and participants will join, ensuring that the spirit of theatre
remains alive and continues to foster new connections and ideas.

We hope that Spacebridge was more than just a one-time event and

that its impact will continue to be felt in the community.



PRISM YOUTH
BVAHANGE PRISM Youth Exchange

g praject araund call for participants who want to explore the themes
thersea of ilentity and calebirating Liscass of identity, self, and fly to Catalunya

Crooked House Theatre Company is currently looking for 10

participants aged 14 to 17 to take part in a youth exchange called
'Prism’, which will take place in early July at La Seu, Catalunya, in July.

Here they will create short pieces of theatre and a short film around the
themes of identity, self, their opinions and beliefs.

In order to join in this exchange, participants will be asked to take part
in a series of fun and creative devising workshops. The workshops will
take place on Saturdays from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in Crooked House in
George's Street, Newbridge (Eircode W12XH73). They will be performed
in the Town Hall, Newbridge in late June, or early July, and will be

brought to the exchange in Catalunya.

Things you need to know:

e The participants must attend 85% of the workshops.

e You must have at least 6 months duration on your passport from
the start of the exchange. In other words, your passport cannot
expire in 2025. Some airlines will not allow you to travel if the
passport will expire within 6 months.

e The participants must have a valid EU Health Insurance Card.

These are free to obtain.



e [f you want to check in more about the Catalonian organisation
that is going to host Crooked House's participants you can check
their website or Facebook Page “Escola Teatro de La Seu
d-Urgell”. You will find the links down here:
https://www.escoladeteatrelaseu.org/ /

https://www.facebook.com/share/1BD5rLDXqgF/

The participants of the exchange will be supported and looked after by
2 Garda vetted Crooked House leaders and adults who have experience
of looking after groups on youth exchanges. These two leaders will also
be the facilitators of the workshops, which will begin in March.

To apply, please fill out this form on Google Forms:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL SdoyIStiL sHMDFCRal7zRI

Q7xceKoTPmuWai18tW Q66wQGFRQ/viewform?usp=sharing

All flights, food, and accommodation are covered.

This Project is supported by Erasmus+ - the youth fund of the European

Union.


https://www.escoladeteatrelaseu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1BD5rLDXqF/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoyISttLsHMDFCRaI7zRIQ7xceKoTPmuWa18tW_Q66wQGFRQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoyISttLsHMDFCRaI7zRIQ7xceKoTPmuWa18tW_Q66wQGFRQ/viewform?usp=sharing

EPIPA

call for participants who want to

explore through performance the
themes of identity, power, activism

What is EPIPA
Empowerment Through Performance will study the impact of Forum
Theatre on the development of advocacy skills and sense of self in

young people living with disabilities.

Over two years, 30 young people
across three European
organisations will engage in three
international training sessions and

26 local group  sessions,

) O

culminating in forum theatre

performances based on their lived experiences. The project includes a
parallel research process documenting changes in the youth and
audience members. Results will be shared with the hope of enhancing
social inclusion and challenge ableist attitudes amongst youth work

organisations.
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Who is involved

The project is a collaboration between three European organisations,
Association Co- Efficient (Hungary) Crooked House Theatre Company
(Ireland), and Uniamoci (Italy).

Where Activities Will Take Place

Workshops for the Irish group will be held at Crooked House Theatre
Company in Newbridge. Three International Training Courses are
associated with the project-- one in each partner country.

When the Project Will Take Place

The project will begin in March 2025 and conclude in November 2026.
Training Course Dates

24-27 March 2025, Ethnography, Budapest28-29, 31 March 2025,
Ethnography, Zoom4-10 August 2025, Forum Theatre, MaynoothFall
2026, Community Outreach, Italy.

Workshop Overview

Empowerment Through Performance workshops will take place over
bi-weekly sessions lasting three hours with a mixed ability group of ten
young people ages 18- 30. The workshop will lead to a performance of
a Forum Theatre piece for youth workers, educators, support personnel,

and social workers across Ireland.
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Workshops will commence
in March 2025 and conclude
!in November 2026. The
primary goal is to gradually
reduce control by the group
leader and have the young

S participants take over the

direction of the group
activities and to also conduct research at performances, educators,
support personnel, and social workers across Ireland.
Journals and Interviews
Individual journaling will be done by participants at the end of each
session and will be collected by the researcher. Journals can be in any
medium preferred by the participants with some prompts provided by
the researcher and others self-guided. Each participant will be
interviewed by the researcher for thirty minutes once every three
months. Participants will conduct audience surveys before and after
each forum theatre performance.
Monthly Stipend
Participation in Empowerment Through Performance require sincere
commitment to the project and the desire to make a difference for
young people living with disabilities. In acknowledgment of participants’
sustained efforts, they will be provided a stipend of €130/month for the

18 months of the project.
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we had a great time in lzmir, Turkey, with a
training course about new movement techniques

Al

This is a short piece from Yassine Barkaoui, one of our volunteers, who just came

back from our Erasmus+ training course called Moltdir.

We are delighted to have been in
lovely lzmir last week with 50

dancers and actors from Poland,
| Greece, Azerbaijan, Spain,
Ireland, and Italy on an
Erasmus+ funded project called
Moltdir (Mover).

It was a training course in using
movement techniques to work with young people in order to build
self-confidence, body confidence, and positive mental health. Talented
artists from several theatre and dance companies are providing the
training: from Miniatura Municipal Theatre in Gdansk, Poland; Novus
Ensemble, Athens, Greece; Crooked House, Ireland; FOCO Europa, A
Guarda, Spain; Kinitiras, Athens, Greece; and Ritual Mobile Theatre
Laboratory, Baku, Azerbaijan. The project also includes Cosmos Youth
Association from Izmir, who are providing invaluable help with the
venue. We are hosted by the generous Yasar University in Bolge — a
lovely campus in the heart of the city.

A showcase of work took place on Saturday, 22nd February.
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This week has been an extraordinary and unforgettable experience. |
had the chance to meet and collaborate with incredible artists from all
the participating countries, sharing knowledge and inspiration.
Throughout the week, | learned a variety of new techniques, including
breakdance and hip-hop, as well as valuable training in the Jacques
Lecoq method from Marco Mazza (one of Crooked House’s former
volunteers) from ltaly,, which is essential for developing rhythm and

physical expression in an actor’s body.

| also explored Laban movement
technique and the dynamic Frantic
Assembly devising approach. One of |
the most rewarding moments for me
was facilitating a Commedia dell'Arte

workshop. It was truly moving to see

participants, some of whom had
never been on stage before, perform with masks and makeup by the
end of the week — confidently taking the stage in front of a room full of
people. This experience has been both enriching and inspiring, and one

| will always cherish.
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JOIN KILDARE YOUTH THEATRE

11 to 20 year olds
ikl info@crookedhouse.ie
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Here follows a short description for each of our weekly workshops.

If you are aged 14 to 20, then you can pop in by any time!

Touchstone

(for ages 14-16)
The Touchstone workshop
explores devising and

improvisation, building

performance techniques and
experience as it progresses. Participants devise short scenes and stage
them for each other during the workshop. Touchstone runs every
Tuesday from 7pm to 9pm from September to July in the studios of

Crooked House Theatre Company.

=wmwem Caliban

(for ages 17-19)

| Caliban is a workshop company for
older teenagers. In it we develop
different and more advanced styles and
a techniques of performance in a fun and
engaging way. This group devises drama based on their own themes
and ideas. Caliban runs every Thursday from 7pm to 9pm from

September to July in the studios of Crooked House Theatre Company.
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Ariel

(for ages 18-30)

Ariel workshop aims to explore the
subject of identity through the
techniques of physical theatre
and movement. The workshop will

include exercises that emphasise non-verbal communication, using
gesture, posture, and movement to tell stories and convey emotions. It
runs every Friday from 7pm to 9pm from September to July in the

Town Hall of Newbridge.

All workshops are free
If you are interested to any of these workshops,

please feel free to contact us on info@crookedhouse.ie
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CROOKED MICE

every Wednesday, workshops to help develop
a child's social skills

DRAMA WORKSHOPS

Crooked Mice is a subsidised and low-cost children’s drama project
that is offered on Wednesdays in Newbridge by Crooked House Theatre
Company.

There are two sessions.

One is from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. This is for children aged 6, 7 and 8
years of age.

Then from 4.30pm to 5.30pm we have a session for children aged 9 and

10.

The programme focuses on drama activities to help develop a child’s
social skills, build confidence, and explore ideas and topics relevant to
them.

Sessions are upstairs in our George’s Street Newbridge space.

Crooked Mice will be run by Chloe Martin and Oisin Fletcher Newman.
They are two of our Interns who themselves were members of Kildare
Youth Theatre. They are now studying Performing Arts In Carlow
Institute of Further Education.

Send an email to info@crookedhouse.ie if you are interested.
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Follow us on
Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany
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