Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s

monthly newsletter

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked House
Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in collaboration with both local
and international stakeholders.
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Dagda Training Course

for theatre makers working with
young people - call for applications

Dates: 23 — 30 June 2025 (includes travel dates)
Ages: 18 and over. No upper age limit.

Place: The project takes place in Gdansk, Poland. It is hosted by our colleagues in
Miniatura Teatr (https://teatrminiatura.pl/en/).

Apply:_https://forms.gle/vuKPxd8PYCHzuBug6

About

This training course will explore how we can use theatre and dance methods to work
with young men, or to work on the theme of masculinity with young people of all
genders. Each partner will share their experience in attracting young men to their
programmes. They will also share their methods of working with male teenagers.
Finally, we will explore some of the issues arising for young men in European culture
and society today.

Who is for?

It is suitable for cultural youth workers (theatre makers, performers, dancers) who
are aged at least 18. You should be legally resident in Ireland. There is no upper
age limit. We especially invite to take part some theatre makers and dancers who
already work with young men and who have some insight into the problems, issues,
and methods that work best. These participants will be able to share their
experiences and tips and techniques of what they do. However, the programme is
also open to those who wish to learn how to work more engagingly with young men
and who have not a lot of experience in doing so yet.

Language of the training: English.

Accommodation: We will most likely stay here https://hotellogos-gdansk.pl/en/


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=8ff21ba98c&e=d96e12e25b
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=d55ec31506&e=d96e12e25b
https://forms.gle/vuKPxd8PYCHzuBuq6
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=a70fbb0342&e=d96e12e25b

Seasagi Suas

stand up (against

The following article has been written by our member Chloe Martin.

We're excited to share an update on Seasagi Suas, a youth led initiative dedicated
to combating racism through creativity and community-building. Participants are
currently producing five podcasts and five social media videos (TikTok and
Instagram), with members of our community such as student teachers, politicians
and members of Crooked House who are involved in raising awareness of the topic.

Each post is designed to equip young people with practical, proven strategies to
respond to racism in their communities. A key highlight of the project is a structured
drama workshop, which will be delivered to schools and youth groups to raise
awareness and spark dialogue around racism and inclusion.

Our goals are clear: to ensure young people feel safe and heard, to address ethnic
inequalities, to encourage active participation, and to provide educators and youth
workers with impactful tools. The work being done reflects our belief that the burden
of combating racism shouldn't fall solely on its victims. Instead, Seasaigh Suas
creates space for young leaders—members of our team include Clara Guyot, Marta
Peniza, Thabiso Malete, Alex Prikna and Chloe Martin being led by John
O’Hagan—to stand up, speak out, and lead a shared journey toward equality.

Stay tuned for our first podcast release!



Now You See Me
youth exchange

We are urgently looking for Insh
young people to apply

Dates: June 23rd to July 2nd
Place: Grenoble, France
Ages: 14- to 18-year-olds

Apply:_https://forms.gle/i{GggXj58EjsKQGmF7

About

This creative and intercultural project will bring together young people from across
Europe to create and perform in a giant puppet parade, alongside professional street
artists and the amazing BatukaV| percussion troupe.

Participants will:

: Learn how to build and handle giant puppets

Take part in costume-making and performance workshops

Collaborate with families from Grenoble during creative sessions

Parade through the city in an unforgettable public performance on June 28th,
opening the “Rencontre du Jeune Théatre Européen” festival

Attend theatre shows and explore local French culture

Activity

The first days (June 23rd—25th) will be in Roybon (400 Impasse du Chateau-Rocher,
38940 Roybon), staying in charming trailers, getting to know each other and training
with the puppets.

The second half, from June 26th—July 2nd, will be spent in Grenoble for final
rehearsals, the big parade, cultural activities, and theatre festival events.

Practical Information:
e The Crooked House group will be 6 young people (aged between 14-18)
e No experience required — just an interest in the arts, creativity, or
performance!
e Travel, accommodation, food, activities, and local transport are fully covered


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=8e36b0d734&e=d96e12e25b
https://forms.gle/jGgqXj58EjsKQGmF7

e The group of participants from Ireland will be supported by a leader from
Crooked House Theatre Company

If you are interested, please fill this Google Form:

https://forms.gle/{GggXj58EjsKQGmF7



https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=1fb73c5c80&e=d96e12e25b

LEVEL 7 CERTIFICATE

Directing for
Theatre

applications open for Level 7
certificate course

Our popular Directing for Theatre part-time course is now accepting applications. It
is a part time course (every second Saturday from October 2025 to May 2026). It is
in-person for people living in Ireland.

The Certificate in Directing for Theatre is a Level 7 course offered by Maynooth
University (Department of Adult and Community Education). It is a practical
course taught by Irish professional directors. It focuses on methods, tips and
techniques, application of theory, and practice.

This course is aimed at the following potential students:

» Mature students (21 years and over) who wish to train for the theatre industry in
Ireland and who would like to be prepared for further study in the field of directing;

* Those in the amateur, youth theatre and community theatre sectors who wish to
formalise their experience into specific training, acquire accreditation and gain
additional skills by doing so;

» Those who are emerging directors in fringe and professional theatre and who wish
to gain specific skills and to acquire accreditation;

* Teachers and education workers who would like to train in directing in order to
stage productions with students.

APPLY by emailing kay.loughlin@mu.ie

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Participants must be 21 years or over and have the academic capacity to complete a
course at university level. They must also have the capacity to direct a performance
during the course of the year and, therefore, access to at least one performer is
necessary.


mailto:kay.loughlin@mu.ie

Students apply by:

Submitting a CV or short biography that describes your theatre experience to date. If
you do not have any experience please state this. Send completed application with
biography to kay.loughlin@mu.ie

Deadline for applications: 26th September 2025.

LEVEL 7 CERTIFICATE

DIRECTING for THEATRE




Ignition youth

exchange

call for participants

Dates: 20th — 27th July (includes travel dates)

Type: This is a youth exchange

Place: The project takes place in Kokkola, Finland. It is hosted by our colleagues
Villa Elba (https://villaelba.fi/) where we also held 2024’s version of Ignition.

Ages: 14 to 17 year olds.
Apply:_https://forms.gle/aX9Lu86CgnFLg76h9

About

This exchange will bring together young people to explore how to use theatre and
film in nature. They will experiment with outdoor performance making, promenade
(walking) performances, site specific performances, and site responsive
performances. The goal of the performance and film will be to draw attention to
aspects of the natural world, the climate, preservation and protection of nature, and
raise awareness of the environment. Therefore a lot of the daily activity will be in the
outdoors (prepare for mosquitos, and possible rain).

Who is for?

It is suitable for young people aged between 14 and 17. Participants must not be
aged over 17 during the exchange as this makes them ‘adult’ and causes problems
for accommodation sharing. Participants should be interested in the topic. Ideally,
they should have some experience in theatre, or performing (music, singing, drama,
performance art), or movement or dance. Of course, they will not be excluded if they
do not have this experience. But it will make it easier for them to express themselves
with other young people who are used to intense social interaction in theatre and
dance. It is very important that your group is a reasonably balanced mix of genders.

Participants must be legally residing in Ireland and be able to travel to
Newbridge to create a short performance to bring to the exchange (see below). This
will require at least 3 trips to Newbridge.


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=448f02727b&e=d96e12e25b
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=eb23a30f5d&e=d96e12e25b
https://forms.gle/aX9Lu86CqnFLq76h9

Language of the training: English.

Accommodation: We will stay here in Villa Elba
https://villaelba.fi/kokous-ja-juhlapalvelut/majoitus/

Special requirements

If you are selected you will have to meet at home in advance of the exchange and
create a 5-to-10-minute creative presentation about your relationship with nature.
This can be about your favourite natural place, or an outdoor area that has
significant meaning to you, or something that you look after (plants, gardens etc).
The choice is very open. It will be created with the group and the leaders.

Video

The following video is a film of 2024’s Ignition project which was held in the same
space:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bss8-40bL2Y &t=84s&ab_channel=CrookedHous

Click here to appl


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=a58769ad0b&e=d96e12e25b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bss8-4ObL2Y&t=84s&ab_channel=CrookedHouse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bss8-4ObL2Y&t=84s&ab_channel=CrookedHouse
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv-Iew_shPZ8FxUy-lkANoSGWunZua0WYpx5tBfAry-MgOEA/viewform

Apply for Free Drama
Workshop Programme

Crooked House is happy to offer free drama workshops to Kildare schools from
September onwards for the coming year (or from October if that suits). They will, as
usual, be offered by our trainee drama facilitators while they are on a year's
volunteering and training with us. The provision of these workshops are funded this
year by the European Solidarity Corps programme.

However, because we have such a busy timetable with so many projects that they
need to do, we have reserved three morning slots for school workshops. These are
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 09.00am to 1.00pm. If outside of
Newbridge please allow travel time on public transport. If your class or school would
like a regular workshop we'd be delighted to partner with you.

While the workshops will be free, we ask that schools outside of Newbridge (where
we are based) be able to cover the cost of public transport for the facilitators from
Newbridge to your school and back.

# B =7 The workshop would be delivered by 2 or 3
- % facilitators. They will be from other
Y countries. They will be trained actors or
theatre makers (having a third level degree
or qualification in the area). English will not
be their first language so they will speak
' with an accent. They will be aged 23 to 30.
And they will all have been garda vetted.

They are covered by both our insurance and the European Solidarity Corps
comprehensive insurance. When one of them is missing (on mandatory training, for
example), another from the team of 12 will replace them for that session.
Sometimes, all three will need to be replaced - or a session cancelled - for a session
if they have to attend a training day.

The workshops can lead to a short, in-school devised performance that the class or
group can create in the second or third term. This is something the teacher can
discuss with the facilitators.



Each of the facilitators will be trained every .

Friday in our studio in Drama Facilitation
with Anna Galligan. This programme

continues all year for them.

While they arrive in Ireland in September
we will need to give them time to orientate
and settle in. Therefore, the first
workshops will be delivered by our
experienced team member Abdulmonem
Nassef. It would be necessary for a teacher to be present for those in case
Abdulmonem is on his own. However, he will likely be accompanied by volunteers
who will observe.

If none of those times suit, then we can accept young people into our evening
programme of drama workshops as part of Kildare Youth Theatre. It is free, but
places are limited. Workshops are from 7.00pm to 9.00pm and are on Mondays for
11 to 13 year olds; on Tuesdays for 14 to 16 year olds; and on Thursdays for 17 to
20 year olds. Being regular participants in Kildare Youth Theatre means that they will
also have the opportunity to apply for several youth exchanges and trips abroad in

the summer, funded by Erasmus+.

In order to book a slot for workshops, please contact our Company Manager,
Oguzhan Sahin on oguzhan.crookedhouse@gmail.com or to Peter Hussey on
info@crookedhouse.ie



Akana

training course in Turkey for theatre-makers

Are you legally resident in Ireland? Do you make theatre with young people? You
can apply to take part in this training course in Turkey.

Dates: 28th July — 5th August (includes travel dates)

Ages: 18 and over. No upper age limit.

Place: The project takes place in Isparta, Turkiye. It is hosted by our colleagues
Suleyman Demirel University’s Performing Arts Department
(https://gsf.sdu.edu.tr/sahne/en)
Apply:_https://forms.gle/VXvRkmadv6zsdKYG6

About

This training programme is named after the Turkic goddess of creation, Ak Ana. It
aims to train participants in ways that they can enable young people to create their
own performances. Experienced youth theatre practitioners will share their methods
and skills with participants who either wish to begin working in youth theatre, or who
would like to adapt their acting skills to working with young people who are not
actors. The type of workshop we hope to deliver will be about Developing Acting
Skills; Working with Texts suitable for young people; using Verbatim Theatre to share
their perspectives and experiences; Devising; and Contact Improvisation. Other
workshops will be added.

Who is for?
It is suitable for cultural youth workers (theatre makers, performers, dancers) who
are aged at least 18. There is no upper age limit.

Language of the training: English.

Accommodation: We will stay here in Hotel Basmacioglu
https://basmaciogluotel.com/

Special note: Accessibility is difficult in this part of the university where the
workshops will happen as there are a lot of stairs and steps.


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=ef7bf8dfed&e=d96e12e25b
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=ca98e797e6&e=d96e12e25b
https://forms.gle/VXvRkmadv6zsdKYG6
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=94a1f5fda9&e=d96e12e25b

Previous project
The following video is of a previous project held in this space in 2023:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eMIUINWAfE&ab_channel=CrookedHouse

My Passport

| My Identity

updates on this training course

From 21-28 April, five participants from Crooked House participated in a training
course in Estamariu, Catalonia to prepare them to lead the My Passport/My
Identity youth exchange this summer.

Along with partners from Escola de Teatre de La Seu d'Urgell, led by Joel Pla,
Cwmni Theatr yr Urdd, led by Branwen Davies, and Crooked House facilitator
Emily Ditkovski, participants deepened their facilitation skills, learned about
producing, community engagement, and theatre devising. We also spent time
exploring the topic of the project: the complex and important connection between
minority languages and identity.

Participants began planning a summer youth exchange (which will be run as part of
the project this year), using their knowledge of adolescent development and centring
opportunities to share stories and cultural traditions. Our final day of the exchange
gave participants an opportunity to explore the possibility of future projects by going
through a mock Erasmus Solidarity Corps application. We loved hearing Welsh,
Catalan, and Irish spoken throughout the week and teaching each other phrases in
our languages!

A highlight of the week, outside of the friends we made and all we learned, was the
afternoon trip to La Seu for Sant Jordi which celebrates the patron saint of Catalonia
who, legend has it, slew a dragon to save a princess. Sant Jordi is celebrated by
giving books and roses to loved ones, including friends and family. We enjoyed
Catalan gelato and the festive atmosphere in the main square of La Seu. The night


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eMlUtNWAfE&ab_channel=CrookedHouse

was capped off by attending an improvisation class with Joel at Escola where we
took the stage in a wonderfully ridiculous Theatre Sports Competition.

It was an incredible week, set in a breathtaking village in the heart of the Pyrenees
mountains. The backdrop of fields, lush greenery, and snow-capped mountains
inspired us, as did the good cheer and commitment of our partners.

Recruiting Participants for the Youth .
Exchange!

Dates: 11- 18th August (includes travel dates)
Type: Youth Exchange

Place: La Seu d’Urgell

Ages: 15 to 17 year olds.

Apply: please contact

emily.crookedhouse@gmail.com

About: We are recruiting nine young people ages 15-17 to participate in the project.
Over the next few months they will work with Cian O’Naraigh on devising a piece of
theatre that explores the connection between the Irish language and identity, and
what it means to be Irish at this moment in time. Participants will perform the piece at
the Youth Exchange in August 2025 along with our Catalan and Welsh partners.
Participants will also devise a new piece over the course of the exchange to be
performed at the Festival of Minority Languages in La Seu.

Speaking Irish is not a necessity for the project, only an interest in the topic of this
project.






Empower Youth Theatre
Encounter

we will be taking part to this national residential event
organised by Youth Theatre Ireland

We’'re delighted to share that Kildare Youth Theatre will be taking part in Empower
Youth Theatre Encounter: Creativity for All, a national residential event taking
place from July 7th-9th, 2025, at Kilkenny College. Organised by Youth Theatre
Ireland, this unique festival brings together young people aged 12—-17 from youth
theatres across the country for three days of creativity, connection, and personal
growth.

The Encounter offers a safe, inclusive, and supportive space where everyone can
engage fully in a wide range of artistic workshops, social activities, and
skill-building experiences. The focus is on expression, collaboration, and
empowerment — values that lie at the heart of our work at Crooked House.

Our participation reflects our commitment to creating accessible opportunities for all
young people to explore their artistic voice, build confidence, and develop a sense of
belonging through theatre. We believe deeply in the power of ensemble work and
shared creative experience, and this event offers an extraordinary platform for our
young members to flourish alongside others from across Ireland.

We're proud to be part of an initiative that not only supports individual growth but
also strengthens the inclusive spirit of the national youth theatre community. The
project is made possible thanks to the generous support of the RTE Toy Show
Appeal. We look forward to the journey ahead and to celebrating the creativity and
resilience of our young artists at this incredible event.



Here follow some photos from the Is Mise Eire Eile schools tour that took place in
County Kildare presenting an abridged performance of the play followed by an
in-depth workshop on community-building.

Drawing from real-life testimonies of international protection applicants, local

residents, and community leaders, Is Mise Eire Eile examines the challenges and
tensions that arose when a local guest house in Newbridge was repurposed as a
direct provision centre in 2023. The production brings to the stage the voices of
those directly impacted, highlighting both the fears and hopes that emerged within
the small town and its community. /s Mise Eire Eile seeks to foster dialogue, deepen
understanding, and challenge rising anti-immigrant and far right sentiment.

Is Mise Eire Eile was conceived and directed by Emily B Ditkovski and written by
Yassine Barkaoui, Serena Giordanengo, and members of Crooked House Theatre
Company.



The school tour has been led by Serena Giordanengo and Emily B. Ditkovski with
support from Tomas Fernandez Cruz, Makis Nanos, Monem Nassef, Marta Peniza,
and Xeni Vassilakis.

The production, performed by Crooked House Theatre Company’s team of
international theatremakers, will tour eleven cities and towns in nine counties across
Ireland this summer. Beyond the performances, Is Mise Eire Eile offers interactive
post-show discussions engaging active members of the community where it is
performed. The panel is designed to engage audiences in conversations about
community building, international protection, and integration efforts in their own
communities.



NATIONAL TOUR DATES

4 June: Hawk’s Well Theatre, Sligo, Co. Sligo
5 June: The Dock Arts Centre, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim
7 June: Tuar Ard Arts Centre, Moate, Co. Westmeath

11 June:

12 June:
13 June:
19 June:
20 June:
21 June:
25 June:
26 June:

VISUAL Theatre, Carlow, Co. Carlow

Tallaght Community Arts, Tallaght, Co. Dublin

Dean Crowe Theatre, Athlone, Co. Westmeath

St John’s Theatre and Arts Centre, Listowel, Co. Kerry
Carnegie Arts Centre, Kenmare, Co. Kerry

Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Tallaght Community Arts, Tallaght, Co. Dublin

glor, Ennis, Co. Clare

2 July: Moat Theatre, Naas, Co. Kildare

Don't forget to follow our instagram page @is_mise_eire_eile for real-time updates!



Follow us on
Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company
Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany
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