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Our verbatim play, a new work called Is Mise Éire Eile (I am another 
Ireland) has been touring around Ireland performing in local venues to 
communities who have an interest in immigration and integration. The 
project is funded by the Department of Integration. We were featured on 
RTÉ’s News at Six which can be seen here: 
https://www.rte.ie/news/ireland/2025/0613/1518204-ip-applicants-play/
#:~:text=%22Is%20Mise%20%C3%89ire%20Eile:%20I,their%20storie
s%20to%20be%20told 
 
The play has attracted a hugely positive response from communities. 
Our Instagram account has made some videos of audience reactions 
(https://www.instagram.com/is_mise_eire_eile/) and our website 
features resources that communities can use to help integration 
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/is-mise-eire-eile-i-am-another-irel
and/ 
 
Below is a piece written by one of the cast members, Abdelmoneim 
Nassef, about touring in Ireland. 
 
As usual in June, early in the morning, the Crooked House team is 
gathering beside our vans. 
Today, we are heading to Kerry. So, what’s this tour about? Are we 
going to Kerry for fun? 
Yes—but we’re having fun by performing our piece Is Mise Éire Eile (I 
Am Another Ireland). 
International actors worked together, along with our American director 
Emily, for months to get this piece ready. What is it about? It’s a 
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performance we shaped and formed based on true stories we heard 
from International Protection Applicants in Newbridge, our town. We 
conducted interviews with them to bring these powerful and difficult 
stories to life and share them with audiences. 

 
Now we’re halfway through a tour that 
will take us to 12 venues across Ireland, 
we started our tour from the Hawk’s Well 
Theatre in Sligo and then we kept going 
through the venues like the Visual in 
Carlow, St John’s Listowel. Co. Kerry, 
Riverbank in Newbridge and more. 

 
 
For me personally, this isn’t my first 
or even second time performing in 
Ireland—but this 
the experience is completely 
different. We’re packing, traveling to 
different parts of the country, 
meeting new people, and performing 
a totally different kind of piece than 
what we’ve done before. 
 

Since it’s a verbatim-based 
performance, it’s even more challenging 
to perform—and that’s also the fun part. 
I’m still taking in the whole experience 
and looking forward to the final day of 
the tour, when we’ll be able to rest and 
reflect on all these memories. 
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One of the most interesting parts for us is having a post-performance 
discussion at each venue. It gives us the chance to hear feedback and 
opinions from the audience, as well as to share more information and 
ideas. It also proves that this is not just a performance—this 
engagement with the audience afterwards shows that it’s really about 
connection and making a lasting impact. 
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​
We are delighted to invite audiences to come see our new show, Fáilte 
Anseo (which means Welcome Here in Gaeilge). It is a documentary 
theatre performance created by a group of young artists working with 
Crooked House, who happen to be migrants and locals living in County 
Kildare, Ireland. 
They worked with professional theatre makers Peter Hussey and John 

O’ Hagan to make narratives and scenes for performance. Then they 

created movement and physical theatre with Halit Kayacan and Pauline 

Sartori. 

 

This original work is a response to the growing negative perceptions of 

migrants in Ireland. Through real-life stories, it promotes empathy, 

inclusion, and solidarity with some of the most marginalised people in 

our society. The performance showcases the contributions that 

migrants make to Irish life and creates space for collective reflection, 

dialogue and connections. 
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DATES 

●​ Athy Community Arts Centre, Monday 14th July at 8.00pm 

●​ Kilcullen Town Hall Theatre, Thursday 17th July at 8.00pm. 

​

​ Admission (pay at the door): €5 

 

There will be a short post-show discussion with audience members 

after the show. The performance was developed through weekly 

creative workshops with people who have moved here in Newbridge. 

These workshops included storytelling, physical theatre and movement, 

and devising exercises. 

A work-in-progress showing of this performance was staged in 

Riverbank Arts Centre in December 2024. 
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 Join Our Free Creative Workshops!  

 

Are you between 11 and 16 years old and interested in theatre and 
creativity?​
We’re inviting young people to take part in two special workshops led 
by youth workers who recently took part in international Erasmus+ 
training programmes in Ireland and France as part of the Now You See 
Me project! 
These workshops are a chance to explore new artistic activities, meet 
others, and have fun — for free! 
 

Workshop 1 

With: Justyna & Pauline​
When: Wednesday, 16th July​
Time: 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM​
Suggested age group: 14–16 years old 

Workshop 2 

With: Aliki, Oguzhan & Yakup​
When: Friday, 18th July​
Time: 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM​
Suggested age group: 11–13 years old 
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 Location (for both workshops): 

Crooked House Theatre Company​
(incorporating Kildare Youth Theatre)​
Unit 5, George's Street​
Newbridge​
County Kildare​
W12 XH73​
Ireland 

How to Register 

Fill in this Google form to let us know which workshop(s) you’d like to 
attend:​

 [https://forms.gle/9cXKuFBmJsf2YhL58] 

Places are limited, so register to secure your spot by Thursday, 3rd 
July, 6pm.  

If you have any questions, feel free to get in touch at 
pauline.crookedhouse@gmail.com. 
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Kildare Youth Theatre seeks a director to direct a production of Othello 

with our members and some community cast. 

Performances will be in Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge from 27 - 30 

April 2026. Rehearsals will be every Sunday from 28 September 2025 to 

26 April 2026 (with 3 Saturdays) from 2.00pm to 6.00pm. Breaks at 

Christmas and Easter. 

Experience directing Shakespeare will be desirable. The job will be 

directing young 

people aged between 14 and 26, some with no experience of acting. 

Therefore an ability to teach, explain, and engage young people with 

Elizabethan text will be necessary. 

We are interested in applicants who can create exciting, dynamic and 

very engaging scenes. Crooked House will provide production support, 

an Assistant Director, and stage management. 

This is a short term contract valued at €5,000. 

To apply for this position, please send a CV and links to video(s) of 

previous work to: info@crookedhouse.ie before Monday 4th August 

2025 

​
Applicants must be legally able to work in Ireland.  
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On 28th May we staged a performance that was the culmination of 

several days’ collaboration between Crooked House and Cosmos 

Youth Association (Izmir, Turkiye). The performance was at 3.00pm to 

Ryston Sports and Social Club, Newbridge, County Kildare. It was 

about what young people would like to change in our community. 

The Turkish group shared their concerns about the lack of student 

accommodation in Izmir. Apart from the expensive, private 

accommodation, the municipality provides some residencies in  shared 

dormitories but accessing it appears to be fraught with difficulty. The 

young people also shared their concern about the public transport 

system in Izmir. 

The Crooked House group made a piece about the lack of free, 

accessible, public spaces in Newbridge for both young people and the 

community to use. Their piece showed how development in Newbridge 

focuses on industrial, residential and commercial spaces at the expense 

of public spaces. The young people wanted Kildare County Council to 

invest more in strengthening services and spaces for the community 

rather than provision of services and planning for yet more commercial 

and private  units. 

All local counsellors and various decision-makers in the arts and 

education were invited to attend. There was a post-show discussion 

afterwards that explored further the messages of the young people. 
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Attending were Counsellor Chris Pender from Kildare County 

Council and Evonne Boland from Newbridge Community 

Development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our popular Directing for Theatre part-time course is now accepting 

applications. It is a part time course (every second Saturday from 

October 2025 to May 2026). It is in-person for people living in Ireland. 

The Certificate in Directing for Theatre is a Level 7 course offered by 

Maynooth University (Department of Adult and Community Education). 

It is a practical course taught by Irish professional directors. It focuses 

on methods, tips and techniques, application of theory, and practice. 

 

This course is aimed at the following potential students: 

• Mature students (21 years and over) who wish to train for the theatre 

industry in Ireland and who would like to be prepared for further study in 

the field of directing; 

11 
 



• Those in the amateur, youth theatre and community theatre sectors 

who wish to formalise their experience into specific training, acquire 

accreditation and gain additional skills by doing so; 

• Those who are emerging directors in fringe and professional theatre 

and who wish to gain specific skills and to acquire accreditation; 

• Teachers and education workers who would like to train in directing in 

order to stage productions with students. 

 

APPLY by emailing kay.loughlin@mu.ie 

 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Participants must be 21 years or over and have the academic capacity 

to complete a course at university level. They must also have the 

capacity to direct a performance during the course of the year and, 

therefore, access to at least one performer is necessary. 

Students apply by: submitting a CV or short biography that describes 

your theatre experience to date. If you do not have any experience 

please state this. 

Send completed application with biography to kay.loughlin@mu.ie 

 

Deadline for applications: 26th September 2025 
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The following piece has been written by Alejandra Sánchez de Haro. 

 

Alejandra was a Student Trainee with Crooked House. Information on 

how to become a trainee, supported by the Erasmus+ programme and 

administered via European universities, can be found here: 

https://www.crookedhouse.ie/volunteer-with-us/ 

 

My experience at Now You See Me was truly enriching. During those 

days, I lived beautiful moments in an environment full of sensitivity and 

creativity. The activities were genuinely interesting, dynamic, and 

carefully designed. They allowed me to explore new tools for working 

with children and to connect with different forms of artistic expression. 

 

The contact with nature was another great gift of the encounter. Being 

able to work, share, and reflect outdoors helped me reconnect with 

myself, with my senses, and with the essence of what it means to 

educate through presence and active listening. 

Poil de Carotte struck me as an association doing incredibly valuable 

work within its community. The dedication and commitment they show 

in every project deeply inspired me. 

On the other hand, the Association Link awakened a part of me that 

had been somewhat asleep: my musical side. Thanks to their activities, I 
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reconnected with music as a powerful tool for connection and 

discovered concrete ways to bring it into my professional life. I leave 

with many ideas and a renewed motivation to keep learning. 

In short, Now You See Me was a luminous experience that stays with 

me and has already planted many seeds for my future. 

Now You See Me is an artistic collaboration between Move Association 

(France), Association Link (Italy) and Crooked House (Ireland). It involved 

training courses in using arts with young people for their personal 

development. 

In late June and early July young people from the three countries will 

come together in Grenoble, France to benefit from the training given to 

the cultural youth workers. The project is funded by the Erasmus+ 

programme of the European Union. 
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Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights reserved. 

Our mailing address is: 

Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, County 

Kildare W12XH73 Ireland 
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