
Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s 

monthly newsletter 

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked 

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in collaboration 

with both local and international stakeholders.​
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We are delighted to announce that Crooked House Theatre Company ( and 

its project Kildare Youth Theatre) will reopen after the summer break on 

Monday, 8th September. Over the past few months, we have been busy 

hosting and taking part in international projects both in Ireland and abroad. 

Some of you joined us for these, and we hope to see even more of you 

involved in similar projects in the coming season. 

All projects and workshops will now take place in this address unless 

stated otherwise: Unit 5, George’s Street, Newbridge, County Kildare, 

W12 XH73 

​

This season’s workshop programme includes: 

 

Oberon (FREE) 

for ages 11 -13 
Starting Monday, 8th September. A 

drop-in group exploring performance 

techniques, teamwork, and devising 

around themes relevant to this age 
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group. Facilitator Marta Peniza Portilla. To register apply to Yakup on 

yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com​

Oberon runs on Mondays from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. 

 

Touchstone (FREE) 

for ages 14 -16 
Starting Tuesday, 9th September. A 

games-based devising workshop 

developing performance skills and staging 

short scenes. Facilitator Abdulselam Tog. 

To register apply to Yakup on yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com​

Touchstone runs every Tuesday from 7pm to 9pm. 

 

Caliban (FREE) 

for ages 17 -19 
Starting Thursday, 11th September. 

Focuses on advanced performance styles 

and devising original theatre pieces. 

Facilitator Yakup Bas. To register apply to 

Yakup on yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com 

Caliban runs every Thursday from 7pm to 9pm 
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Ariel (FREE) 

for ages 17 -30 
This is a physical theatre workshop so 

participants should be comfortable moving, 

getting on the floor, physically active, 

getting close to each other, and moving in and around each other. 

 

Project begins Friday, Wednesday 17th September, leading to a 

performance at the Riverbank on 16th December. The first 2 workshops 

can be considered a taster, and you can see if you like it. Commitment is 

required after 1st October. Facilitator Halit Kayacan. To register email 

halit.crookedhouse@gmail.com 

Ariel runs  every Wednesday from 8.00pm to 10.00pm. 

 

NT Connections (FREE) 

for ages 13 -19 
Participation in the UK National Theatre’s 

youth theatre festival, performing a newly 

commissioned play. 
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There will be a casting workshop for all those interested in taking part on 

Wednesday 17th September. You do not need to prepare anything – just 

come along for a workshop. 

National Theatre Connections runs every Wednesday from 5.30pm to 

8pm. 

 

Newbridge Women’s 

Shed Drama Group 
(FREE) 

We will continue our weekly workshops 

with the Newbridge Women's Shed 

group. Starting on Thursday 18th 

September. Facilitator Yassine Barkaoui. To join contact 

newbridgewomensshed22@gmail.com 

It runs  every Thursday from 12 to 2pm.​

 

EPIPA (FREE) 

This is a workshop that we run with 

participants, half of whom have additional 

needs and half who do not. It is part of a 

project called Empowerment Through 
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Performance: Exploring Identity, Power, and Activism. 

​

This is a KA2 Erasmus project and we are collaborating with Együttható 

Közösségépítő Egyesület from Hungary and Associazione Uniamoci from 

Italy. As part of the programme, each country's participants' having regular 

drama workshops every second Friday. Our group will continue the 

workshops from 12th September 2025. Enquiries to info@crookedhouse.ie 

EPIPA runs every second Friday, 2.30pm - 4.30pm.​

 

House Lights Workshop 

(FREE) for Adults over 55 
A weekly drama workshop for adults over 

the age of 55 with no upper age limit. 

The process will take several months, 

starting on Monday 6th October with weekly two-hour workshops. There 

will be a performance at the end, in May 2026, during Age & Opportunity’s 

Bealtaine Festival – Ireland’s national celebration of the arts and creativity 

as we age. Facilitators Peter Hussey and Mary Linehan. Apply using this 

form: https://forms.gle/aQAtYNX1wV3aXJtK7 

It runs on Mondays, 10am–12pm. 
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TET Workshop (FREE) 

This is a workshop that welcomes migrant 

women in our community. This is a 

continuation of our last year's programme 

where women from different backgrounds 

gathered in our studio every Friday for a 

Tea, English and Theatre Workshops (TET). It begins on 19th 

September. Facilitators Aliki Klapadaki and Xeni Vasilaki. Information@ 

info@crookedhouse.ie 

It runs on Fridays, 10.30am–12.30pm. 

 

KARE Workshop (FREE) 

This is a drama workshop that we run with 

participants from KARE. KARE is an 

organisation working with people who have 

additional needs. It begins on Monday 

15th September. Facilitator Yassine 

Barkaoui. Contact Yassine at Yassine.crookedhouse@gmail.com for more 

information. 

KARE workshops run on Mondays, 11am - 1pm.​

 

8 



Drama Workshop with 

the Day Care Centre for 

the Elderly (FREE) 

A gentle workshop of laughter, music and 

drama, that continues our programme with the Newbridge day care 

Centre. Begins on Monday 15th September. Facilitator Makis Nanos. 

It runs on Mondays, 1.30pm - 2.30pm.​

 

Othello Rehearsals (FREE) 

This year’s Kildare Youth Theatre 

production will be Othello by William 

Shakespeare. Performances will be in 

Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge from 

27th to 30th April 2026 (including a 

matinee, daytime show).​

Rehearsals will be every Sunday from 28th September 2025 to 26th 

April 2026 (with 3 Saturdays) from 2pm to 6pm. Breaks at Christmas 

and Easter. Auditions will be on Sunday 14th September (2pm to 4pm) and 

Sunday 21st September (2pm to 4pm). Please select one only. Apply by 

sending an email to yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com  
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Crooked Mice: 

Children’s Drama 

Workshop 

for ages 6 - 9 
It costs €52 for Term 1 (13 classes to Christmas); €40 for Term 2 (10 

classes to Easter); and €40 for Term 3 (10 classes to mid-June). Pay at the 

start of each term. Starts on 18th September. Facilitated by Xeni Vasilaki. 

To get more info and register, please send an email to 

xenivassilakis@gmail.com 

It runs on Tuesdays, 3.30pm - 5.30pm. 

 

Papillon: Dance and 

Movement ​

for Adults over 55 
This will be a gentle movement and dance 

class in the Town Hall. It costs €150 

(option to pay in three installments, €50 per term). It begins on 18th 
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September. To register or to find out more contact the facilitator, Pauline 

Sartori, on pauline.crookedhouse@gmail.com 

It runs on Thursdays, 10.00am to 11.30am. 

 
 
 
​
​
 

We look forward to welcoming 

both returning members and new participants 

to an exciting season of workshops 

and creative projects in our new home.​
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We have realized two new short videos about all the Inclusive Projects we 
currently run and our volunteering programme from 2022 to 2024. Enjoy 
them! 

Click here to see the one on our volunteering programme: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkLVBTaGUNU 

Click here to see the one on our Inclusive Projects: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbn2Xh1foK4 

That is not all! For those who want to know more about our Inclusive 
Applied Theatre projects, we have also created a report about it. You can 
read it by clicking on the following link: 
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Crooked-Hou
se_Inclusive-Arts-Projects-2024-2025_Official-Report.pdf 
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The following article has been written by one of our ESC Volunteer  Abdulselam Tog, from Turkiye 

​
As we are coming to an end to our volunteering, every time I look back to 
ten months that I have spent facilitating drama workshops, taking part in 
theatre productions, being trained on drama facilitation, going on a 
national tour and more and more, I end up saying: 
 

 
‘What a year!’ As everyone can easily 

understand, after having experienced many 

great things, I am sad that this experience 

will end very soon. However, at the same 

time, I feel quite happy and grateful for 

everything that I gained through this project.  

​

It has helped me to improve my English, experience things that I hadn't 

experienced before and most importantly discover myself more and 

deeper and get confidence. Long story short, it has been a lifelong 

experience. For the new volunteers that will be here next year, what I can 

genuinely advise is that they should work out - as early as possible - what 
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it is that they expect from the project, and how they would like to improve. 

That way they can measure their progress easily. The reason I advise it is 

because they will have many opportunities and options to go with, and it 

might be tiring to do everything and it might be confusing and take time to 

choose what you really want to focus on and improve. So, I think 

determining these as soon as possible will be handy for them. Lastly, don’t 

forget to enjoy and make the most of it!  
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The following article has been written by one of our ESC Volunteers  Tuana Sunar, from 
Turkiye.​
 

Crooked House Theatre Company is offering a great place to engage with 

various community members throughout theatre. Here, the volunteers are 

doing drama facilitation with youth, children, elderly, people with special 

needs, migrants, and more. The main purpose of these sessions is to 

create a safe space for the participants to express themselves by using 

drama tools. Also, if you would like, you can get involved in the 

productions. Here, you will share the stage with the participants and 

experience the excitement all together when playing to the audience. 

Moreover, if you are one of the facilitators of a drama group, you can 

create a theatre play with them and for them. I think this is the best way to 

explain what we are doing here in Crooked House. Everything that we do 

is on behalf of our participants, and we do everything together in 

collaboration. During the volunteering process, you will meet with a lot of 

people from different backgrounds. That is the beauty of Crooked House 

— it is pushing you softly out of your comfort zone, and you are diving into 

many different realities. Sometimes you will meet the participants only for a 
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workshop, and sometimes you will share months doing drama together. 

No matter the length of the session, sometimes you can see the impact of 

your work after the shortest session. The door of Crooked House is open 

to everybody, and for sure, this experience will change you! Everybody has 

their own path, but I can tell that you will learn a lot, meet a lot, and 

embrace a lot! 
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EPIPA (Empowerment Through Performance) is a collaboration between 

Crooked House, Együttható Közösségépítő Egyesület (Hungary - 

www.egyutthato.eu ) and Uniamoci (Italy - https://www.uniamoci.eu). 

The project began in early 2025 and will conclude in late 2026. It aims to 

study the impact of Forum Theatre on the development of advocacy skills 

and sense of self in young people living with disabilities. The groups are 

comprised of half with disabilities and half without.​
 

​

 
Over two years, 30 young people across 

these three European organisations are 

engaging in three international training 

sessions and 26 local group sessions, 

culminating in forum theatre 

performances based on their lived experiences. 

The project includes a parallel research process documenting changes in 

the youth and audience members.​
 

Results will be shared with the hope of enhancing social inclusion and 

challenge ableist attitudes amongst youth work organisations. All 30 
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participants came together in Maynooth last week, from 4th to 10th 

August, for a training course in Forum Theatre (part of Augusto Boal’s 

Theatre of the Oppressed tools). The training was delivered by Martina 

Smith and Ola Al Mamlouk. Participants shared their performances in the 

open-air amphitheatre on the north campus in the Saturday afternoon 

sunshine.​
​
This project is funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European 

Union. 

​
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TD Shónagh Ní Raghallaigh and local politician James Stokes (Sinn Féin 
representative for the Newbridge Area) visited our studio on Wednesday, 
13th of August. 
 
We had a chance to talk about the work we do in Crooked House and 
share concerns and ideas about living in Ireland and in Newbridge as a 
young person. We discussed issues such as the housing crisis (buying and 
renting), inaccessibility to public transport, the lack of public spaces and 
the reason why many young Irish people make the decision to leave the 
country. 
 
We were very warmly received, and both of them listened to us with great 
attention. This visit was part of Crooked House's Youth on Stage 
Project, a project combining active citizenship and theatre-making to 
promote dialogue and collaboration in order to bridge the gap between 
youth and local decision-makers. 
 
We thank them very much for taking the time to visit us and listen to us. 
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From 25 July to 2 August, we participated in an Erasmus+ youth exchange 

named RISE (Reaching Inclusion through Shared Experiences) that 

brought together 41 young people aged 18–25 from eight countries: Spain, 

Ireland, Portugal, France, Latvia, Italy, Romania, and Serbia, in Llinars del 

Vallès, Barcelona, Spain. 

The RISE project explored the themes of inclusion and exclusion in 

European societies and the challenges that young people face in their daily 

life. We examined social divisions and reflected on how to foster a more 

inclusive society. 

Through theatre, music, visual arts, and movement, participants engaged 

in dynamic workshops that started discussions.Throughout the week each 

organisation delivered a workshop based on their artistic expression. The 

host organisation INCA did a circus workshop; Young Folks from Latvia 

did an icebreaker activity called The Tower of Babylon; Move Association 

from France did a session of collage; Associazione Link from Italy did a 

dance workshop; POV from Romania did movement-based exercises for 

expression; Reach from Serbia did a sensorial experimental theatre 

technique; Experimentaculo from Portugal did acting technique and we 

(Crooked House) delivered a group improvisation drama session. 
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Beyond the workshops, the project offered intercultural learning through 

cultural night events. These consisted of cooking traditional dishes, 

making traditional dances and music and informal conversations and 

games where friendships formed, perspectives widened, and the seeds of 

future collaborations were planted between all the organisations taking 

part. 

By the end of the project, participants left Llinars del Vallès with new 

artistic and social skills, new friendships, a lot of memories and a lot of 

potential collaborations in the future.  
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The following article has been written by one of our Members Moneim Nassef. 

It was my second time participating in an Erasmus+ project in Isparta. This 
particular project – the Akana Project – was held at the heart of the city, in 
Süleyman Demirel University, Turkey. The event brought together over 50 
participants from across Europe, including representatives from Greece, 
Spain, Catalunya, Turkey, Ireland, Germany, and Azerbaijan.​
​
Each morning, we took part in four different workshops delivered by 
members of Crooked House, including Aliki Klapadaki, Abdulselam Toğ, 
Marta Portela, Pauline Sartori, Xeni Vassilaki, Tuana Sunar, and myself. 
Each workshop explored a different artistic discipline designed to inspire 
participants and support their work with young people. Although the 
sessions were short, they offered a rich and rewarding experience. 

In the evenings, we attended five additional workshops led by professional 

artists and youth workers. These ran over five days and culminated in the 

creation of a devised performance based on the techniques explored. For 

example, Halit Kayacan from Crooked House focused on character 

improvisation, while Juan Escalona Corral from Spain used documentary 

theatre as the foundation for his piece. Joel Pla Garriga from Catalunya 

worked with Theatre of the Oppressed, Yakup Baş explored body 

movement–based techniques, and Anna Galigan explored how to start 

working in drama with youth groups. 
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This project in Isparta had a profound personal impact on me, and I 

believe it was equally transformative for the young people and other 

participants involved.  
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Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany​

​

 

​
 
 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights reserved. 
 

Our mailing address is: 
 

Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, 
County Kildare W12XH73 Ireland 
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