
Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s 

monthly newsletter 

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked 

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in 

collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.​
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We are pleased to promote our workshop for older teenagers. It is 

Caliban for anyone aged 17 to 20. 

Caliban is not just about getting on stage. We explore different theatre 

techniques and devise brand-new pieces from our own ideas. 

Throughout the year, the group develops original work that gives 

everyone the chance to express their own voice and perspective on 

stage. 

Caliban is not just a workshop, it is a 

space to meet new people, share 

ideas, and experience the 

excitement of creating together. You 

will also have the chance to build 

performance skills through a range 

of methods and approaches. From 

time to time, there are even opportunities to take part in theatre 

exchanges and encounters in Ireland and abroad. 

We are building this group slowly. If you know of anyone who would be 

interested please pass this content on to them. 

For anyone who wants to bring their creativity to the stage, Caliban is an 

amazing experience! Come and join us  every Thursday, 7.00–9.00pm. 
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We are very happy to welcome to Ireland 5 new volunteers who are 

supported by the European Solidarity Corps programme of the EU. They 

arrived in the first week of September and will conclude in the last week 

of February 2026 when a new group of 5 will arrive and stay until August 

2026. In this month’s edition we introduce Giovanni Borsari (from Italy) 

and Cansu Yildiz (from Turkiye).​

 

Giovanni 
Hi, I’m Giovanni, an Italian actor and 

life enthusiast. In life and especially 

through this ESC programme I try to 

understand what experiences and 

emotions are universally shared, and 

which ones are particular to certain 

settings or people. I’d like to make 

everyone feel just a bit closer to 

everyone else through acting and art in 

general, and I look forward to 

discovering  new ways to live and 

share. I always have too much going 

through my head, but I’ll take being too 

curious instead of being set in stone. 
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Cansu 
I'm Cansu Yıldız, a theatre 

actress from Turkey with 

Bulgarian roots, now living in 

Berlin. I’m passionate about 

discovering new perspectives 

and pushing creative 

boundaries through 

performance. I believe theatre 

creates invisible bonds between 

people and can transform them. 

I love working with children and 

young people, their imagination and honesty inspire me deeply. I enjoy 

nature, accordion music, reading, and spending time with animals. 

Compassion is at the heart of everything I do; on stage, in relationships, 

and daily life. Through theatre, I hope to share compassion, creativity, 

and human connection with the world.  
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The following piece has been written by our ESC volunteer Abdulselam Tog 

​

Following the success of our temporary summer workshops in 

collaboration with Adamstown Castle Educate Together National 

School, we are delighted to announce the start of our permanent 

workshops on the 11th of October.​

 

First and foremost, we are proud and grateful for the feedback we 

received from the summer workshops, which showed that they had a 

truly positive impact on participants. 

 

This autumn, we will offer two different drama groups: 

●​ one for ages 10–14 

●​ and another for ages 15–18. 

 

These workshops are carefully designed to provide a safe and 

welcoming environment where participants can connect, interact, and 

share their stories and backgrounds—particularly as many of them 

come from outside Ireland and from diverse cultural contexts. 
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While our ultimate goal is to ensure that everyone has fun, our 

workshops also use devising methods to create a space where 

participants feel comfortable expressing their thoughts, ideas, and 

personal as well as social experiences. Through this process, we hope 

they will recognize that they are not alone in being far from their 

hometowns and in navigating life in a new country. 

 

In addition, we aim to support participants in developing their social and 

communication skills, gaining confidence, and learning how to express 

themselves more effectively — all through the medium of drama.​

​

We are very much looking forward to embarking on this new journey 

together.  
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The following article has been written by one of our ESC Volunteer Aliki Klapadaki​

​

As part of our Erasmus+ project Youth on Stage, Crooked House was 

delighted to welcome Senator Fiona O’Loughlin to our centre on 8th 

September. The project is all about creating space for young people to 

meet with politicians and decision makers, and to share their views on 

life in Ireland. 

Around the table we had both Irish young people and our international 

volunteers, which made the conversation even richer. 

Everyone had the chance to 

speak about what they enjoy 

about living here, as well as the 

challenges they face. Some of 

the issues raised included the 

lack of affordable and efficient 

rail transport, the high cost of 

third-level fees for non-EU 

students, the need for more recognition for long-term volunteering, and 
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the shortage of free public spaces where people can gather without 

paying a fee. 

Senator O’Loughlin listened 

carefully and responded 

thoughtfully to the points made. 

Our international volunteers were 

especially impressed by how 

open and approachable Irish 

politicians are, noting that in 

many other European countries it 

would be almost impossible to meet a politician in person and have 

such a direct conversation. 

We are very grateful to Senator O’Loughlin for taking the time to meet 

with us, to listen to the voices of young people, and to share her 

insights. The meeting left us with plenty to reflect on, and it was a 

valuable experience for everyone involved.  
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We are very happy to welcome back the participants in our EPIPA 

project for their first drama workshop since the August training course in 

Maynooth. 

EPIPA (Empowerment Through Performance) started again with 

fortnightly 3 hour workshops led by a new team of Calvin Magee  as 

Facilitator and Alison Hollinshead as Researcher. They are supported by 

Makis Nanos as Workshop Assistant and Yassine Barkaoui as Project 

Manager. 

The project is an initiative of Egyutthato in Hungary with partners 

Uniamoci and ourselves. It aims to use Theatre of the Oppressed as a 

tool to help people with additional needs share their concerns and 

develop active citizenship. The workshop is composed of 5 participants 

with additional needs and 5 participants without so that we can assist 

integration. 

At the end of the project there will be a substantial piece of research on 

the ability of theatre to help develop advocacy skills in participants with 
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and without additional needs. There will also be a Theatre of the 

Oppressed forum theatre presentation in June 2026 for the public. 

EPIPA is supported by the Erasmus+ programme of the European 

Union. 
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We are looking forward to starting our new drama workshop programme 

with adults over 55 years of age in October. Houselights begins on 

Monday October 6th from 10.00 to 1.00pm in Crooked House, 

George’s Street (Eircode W12XH73). 

There are still places available on this free programme. Go to the Google 

form https://forms.gle/DZqKLnS51n8eAGym6 to apply or get a hard 

copy from Riverbank Arts Centre (our partner in running this project).​

​

During the project, facilitated by theatre-makers Peter Hussey and Mary 

Linehan, we will go through the process of creating an ensemble, 

learning about devising theatre, offering ideas and experiences that can 

be shaped into performance material, rehearsing, collating and putting a 

show together. 

The process will take several months, starting in October with weekly 

two-hour workshops. There will be a performance at the end, in May 

2026, during Age & Opportunity’s Bealtaine Festival – Ireland’s national 

celebration of the arts and creativity as we age. 
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Houselights promises to be an inclusive, thoroughly enjoyable project 

that requires no previous experience in performance. 

​

 

Xeni Vassilakis is the facilitator and director of Crooked Mice: Drama Workshops for Children. 

Here she writes about the programme beginning again for another year. 

 

Last Tuesday, with great joy and excitement, we kicked off this year’s 

Crooked Mice drama workshops for children aged 6–8 and 9–10. We 

were thrilled to welcome back many familiar little faces from last year’s 

Crooked Mice family, while also greeting brand-new young mice who 

joined us to discover the magical world of theatre for the very first time.​

 

During our first session, the children got to know our wonderful new 

volunteers, and together — through theatre games, playful 

improvisations, and lots of laughter — we created a warm and 

imaginative space where every child had the chance to shine.​

 

Our weekly workshops take place on Tuesdays: 

3:30–4:30 pm for children aged 6–8 

4:30–5:30 pm for children aged 9–10 

If you think your child might enjoy exploring theatre, you are more than 

welcome to bring them along! The first session is always a free trial, 
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giving each child the opportunity to see if this creative journey is 

something they enjoy and feel inspired by. 

Come join our growing Crooked Mice family — we can’t wait to play, 

create, and imagine together! 

For information please email xenivassilakis@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Crooked House takes part each year in the Intercity Festival organised 

by Teatro Della Limonaia in Firenze (Florence). Our Artistic Director, 

Peter Hussey, rehearses and stages a staged reading of one of the 

National Theatre (UK) Connections plays with young people from the 

schools in Sesto Fiorentino, the region of Firenze where the theatre is 

based. 

 

This year, we staged Nuts (Noccioline) by Fausto Paravidino as part of 

Intercity Connections. Peter was assisted by Marco Mazzi (a former 

Italian volunteer who came to us in 2020).  Nuts is a powerful play 

exploring how we allow injustice, oppression and discrimination fester in 

our culture leading to a police state that is brutal and totalitarian. 
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Teatro della Limonaia is located in the lemon store of an old Tuscan villa. 

It is full of charm, memories, and joy. Our young people have been 

engaging in projects with Limonaia since 2004. 

Each year, Intercity celebrates the theatre of a different city in the world. 

This year, it is Barcelona.​
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Our theatre maker Halit Kayacan has been leading workshops in 

secondary schools together with new volunteers and other facilitators 

from Crooked House Theatre Company, reaching young people through 

school drama to help improve their social skills, boost their 

self-confidence, and support them in expressing themselves. 

Each school and each group needs a different approach depending on 

the age and sensitivities of the participants, so the work is always 

planned specifically for them. 

At Patrician Boys School, 

Newbridge, we run two groups, the 

first focusing on theatre-making, 

devising, acting techniques, film, 

and drama, while the second is 

centered more on drama games and activities that build confidence and 

improve skills. 
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At St. Conleth’s Community 

College in Newbridge the group 

requires particular sensitivity 

because of the age range and 

the number of students, and the 

class also includes several students with mobility issues, so inclusivity is 

always central to our work as we make sure everyone is involved 

without pulling attention away from others. 

We also run workshops in the Cross and Passion College in Kilcullen 

as well, where the groups are generally older and many of the students 

are already familiar with drama from past experience, though some 

remain shy or lack self-confidence. 

Our goal is always to plan drama games and exercises that are chosen 

carefully for their age group and sensitivities, encouraging social 

development and creativity. Across all schools we do a lot of 

icebreaking activities, improvisation, theatre games, and fun exercises 

that allow young people to open up, connect with one another, and 

enjoy the process of learning through drama. 

From our observations, every student — whether shy, introverted, 

experienced, or living with mobility challenges — shows interest and 

engages fully, and the joy and growth we see in these workshops 
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highlight the importance of continuing to bring drama into schools as a 

way of supporting both artistic and personal development. 

Our team of facilitators are Halit Kayacan, Yassine Barkaoui, Xeni 

Vasilakis, Makis Nanos and Moneim Nassef (who replaced Tuana Sunar 

who became a full time student). They are supported by our ESC 

volunteers. 

If any school would like to add some drama to your programmes, please 

feel free to contact info@crookedhouse.ie 
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As part of its ongoing contribution to culture and the local community, 

Crooked House Theatre Company is, for the third consecutive year, 

running a special drama workshop dedicated to the elderly clients of the 

Day Care Centre in Newbridge. 

 

Our Drama Facilitator, Makis Nanos, is from Athens. He came to us as 

an ESC volunteer last year and this year he is in charge of this special 

project in Newbridge. 

The workshop has been designed to create a space for expression, 

creativity, and communication, giving participants the opportunity to 

share stories, emotions, and experiences through theatrical exercises 

and improvisation. Through play, movement, music, and dialogue, the 

participants explore new forms of expression and rediscover the joy of 

togetherness. 

 

This collaboration demonstrates that theatre-making has no age limit. 

On the contrary, it can serve as a powerful tool for social inclusion, 

empowerment, and wellbeing for all generations. The moments created 

in the workshop are full of laughter, emotion, and warmth, fostering a 

meaningful connection between the participants and the community of 

Newbridge. 
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Day Care Drama is free, and runs every Tuesday and will continue until 

the early summer 2026 when we take a break. We are ready for another 

wonderful year! 
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The following is a blog written by one of our new ESC volunteers, Bendegúz Gécsek 

from Hungary, about the first few weeks in Newbridge. 

 

Our group of five arrived in the first week of September to Ireland, with 

the remains of summer still on our minds. Expecting a veil of rain to 

welcome us to our new, temporary home, we met with something 

different. 

It wasn't just nature, with its 

glimmering lights filling all the 

emptiness we might have felt upon 

our trip, but the general attitude of 

Crooked House Theatre Company, 

who offered a great deal of warmth 

with their lovely welcome. 

 

The first image which struck me was a gorgeous swan, motionless on 

the shallow water of the Liffey, surrounded by golden ivy, protecting this 

small kingdom with the grace of a queen. 

The image made me feel at ease. 

 

Let me add that we, volunteers, all brought heavy baggage: fears and 

expectations and knowledge from our countries in the fields of art, 
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social work, and facilitation—knowledge we wish to integrate in our 

work here in Newbridge. 

 

The first week was about getting 

to know each other, a time to 

reflect and settle in the new 

environment: singing songs 

beside the river, having table 

game nights, discovering the 

pubs and the drinks — just a 

head start to fall in love with our time here. 

 

We had the chance to visit Dublin, hear the bells of St. Patrick's 

cathedral, feeling like a James Joyce character as our group went on a 

mission: to watch one of the productions during the Dublin Fringe 

Festival written by a former Kildare Youth Theatre member, performed 

by another one, and directed by a third former member. 

Anonn, written by Cian Ó Náraigh, directed by Graham Butler Breen, 

and starring Elliot Nolan, was our first step in discovering Irish theatre 

work — getting a glimpse of cultural and historical turmoil through 

intimate, personal storytelling. 

 

Soon our work as volunteers started. 

Quickly we realized that Crooked House is the beating heart of 

Newbridge in many ways, offering accessible workshops to different 
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age groups, organizing cultural events, celebrating individuals for who 

they are whilst giving them a safe space for eloquent self-expression. 

We bike around town now, meeting with Crooked House alumni on the 

walk to work, school—open, self-confident people with a gentle smile 

on their faces. 

I feel like we fit in well, being part of the Company's private history.  It's 

a lovely garden.  
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Earlier this month Crooked House hosted four organisations from 

across Europe as part of the DILEMMA project. Nine people from our 

partners in Italy, Spain, Greece and Cyprus came to Maynooth 

University for a weekend in September to meet and collaborate on the 

project. 

 

DILEMMA is a two-year long Erasmus+ funded project which aims to 

create materials for youth workers to educate the people they work with 

around the topic of gender based violence. A recent study performed by 

the European Commission found that gender based violence is rising 

rapidly across the continent, especially following the COVID-19 

pandemic, and this project serves as an effort to help educate European 

youth regarding this and exploring the topic using the arts. 

 

With the project still in its infancy, the Roundtable was a two day 

meeting aimed at finding common ground and understanding where the 

project will go from here, what matters the most to us in the project, and 

how we can correctly navigate such a sensitive topic. 

 

It also served as a great opportunity to meet in person before we work 

together over the following 18 months. The meetings were very 
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successful, and we are now in the process of reporting upon the 

meeting. The DILEMMA project will meet again in A Guarda in Galicia, 

Spain next February.  
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Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany​

​
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