
Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s 

monthly newsletter 

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked 

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in 

collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.​
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The following piece has been written by Yakup Bas​

 

We are delighted to announce Youth Theatre Connects, an initiative funded by 

Youth Theatre Ireland that aims to build stronger connections between youth 

theatres across the country. 

 

As Kildare Youth Theatre, we are excited to partner with Clare Youth Theatre 

throughout this creative and collaborative project. 

The programme includes two full-day exchanges, where both groups will come 

together to take part in workshops, creative sessions, and shared performances. 

 

1st Exchange – Newbridge (Kildare) 

Taking place during the Mid-Term Break in February 2026 (exact date to be 

confirmed). Participants will collaborate in workshops. 

 

2nd Exchange – Ennis (County Clare) 

On 7th March, participants will watch a Clare Youth Theatre production and 

celebrate their anniversary. 

 

The date for the additional full-day workshop to be held in Clare will be announced 

soon. 
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The project also features a professional theatre visit, where both groups will attend a 

production together in Dublin, Galway, Kildare, or Clare. Details will be announced 

once a suitable show is selected. 

 

Youth Theatre Connects aims to: 

●​ Build meaningful relationships between youth theatres in Ireland 

●​ Encourage cultural exchange and shared learning through theatre 

●​ Offer creative workshops, performances, and collaborative experiences 

●​ Support young people’s confidence, artistic expression, and development 

 

As part of the project, transport, tickets for performances, and meals during the 

exchange days will be covered. Young people interested in joining the project are 

encouraged to watch out for upcoming application announcements.  
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At the beginning of this month, Peter Hussey and Yassine Barkaoui joined Juan 

Escalona Corral and Gonzalo Martinez Ramiro of FOCO for a very important training 

event in A Guarda as part of the Erasmus+ funded Le Chéile project.​

​

Le Chéile is developing tools and resources for using drama with groups of adults in 

adult education settings. 

During the week, we tested some of the workshops we'd developed, visited the 

group of adults working with FOCO, and worked on the Le Chéile online publication. 

This will be a free to use resource containing drama workshops, methods, theory, 

and support for adult education providers in using drama as part of their work. 

​

A Guarda is a small fishing town in 

Galicia with a population of just 

under 10,000, where the town's 

municipality has recently invested in 

renovating an old school. It has been 

converted into a state of the art suite 

of offices for local NGOs (including 

those working with adults, youth and 

marginalised groups). NGOs receive 

a base from which to work along with 2 large workshop spaces in the building. 
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FOCO themselves are located in the town's Cultural Centre, run by the municipality, 

where they are supported with space and resources to run drama programmes for 

youth and adults. 

We have much to learn about how a socially focused and people centred 

municipality can immeasurably enrich the daily lives of citizens in small towns.​

​

On 28th November we were delighted to welcome to Crooked House the Adult 

Education Projects officer, Jemma Lee. Jemma came to see how we were getting 

on with Le Chéile, to check that the project was going according to plan, and to 

offer any support that Léargas could offer.As part of the visit Jemma spoke about 

the fact that funding is available for any adult education groups out there to travel to 

another country where they can take part in a training project or a learning visit. 

 

Further information is available here: 

https://www.leargas.ie/explore-adult-education-opportunities/ 

5 

https://www.leargas.ie/explore-adult-education-opportunities/


​

Peter was interviewed by Dr Ash Marinaccio, a theatre maker and researcher in 

New York. We met Ash during our exchange project in Ramallah, Palestine in 2022 

when we brought a group of young people to collaborate with young people in 

Ashtar Theatre in Ramallah.​

 

In the podcast we range over several subjects, including the absence of so-called 

‘third spaces’ for young people and the public to use freely in a capitalist world. We 

also speak about the Is Mise Éire Eile project, directed by Emily Ditkovski, and how 

this verbatim theatre event toured Ireland with the words of residents from 

Newbridge’s direct provision centres.​

 

The podcast is part of HowlRound Theatre Commons in the USA. Click here to 

listen to it.  
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The following piece has been written by Halit Kayacan 

 

Polaris, our upcoming devised performance at the Riverbank Arts Centre on 

December 16th, 2025, is taking shape as a vivid, emotionally layered piece built 

from the personal stories of our volunteer ensemble. 

The show blends monologues, movement, and ensemble work to explore migration, 

memory, and the shifting idea of home. These stories collide, overlap, and echo 

through physical-theatre techniques, creating a performance that feels both intimate 

and collective. 

 

Polaris highlights each performer’s voice while 

weaving them into a larger tapestry. Some 

moments are quiet and introspective; others 

burst with rhythm and physicality. 

The result is a portrait of belonging that 

moves between cultures, countries, and inner 

landscapes. 

Behind this performance is a weekly devising 

process where the volunteers and I meet 

every Friday morning at the Town Hall to refine 

ideas, build physical scores, and deepen the 
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emotional core of each piece. These sessions support the final work without 

overshadowing it, giving the performers the structure and freedom they need to 

bring Polaris to life. 

 

Polaris will be presented at the Riverbank Arts Centre on December 16th, 2025. 

 

Click here to buy tickets. 

 

 

The following piece has been written by Makis Nanos​

 

Every Tuesday from 13:30 to 14:30, I lead a creative workshop at the Day Care 

Centre in Newbridge, supported by our wonderful new volunteers from Crooked 

House Theatre Company. 

Together, we guide participants through a mix of drama, rhythm, and music 

activities that encourage expression, connection, and simple enjoyment. In recent 

weeks, our volunteers have brought an extra spark to the sessions. Giulia has been 

sharing her clear and expressive singing, while Elijah lifts the atmosphere with his 

guitar and voice. Their contributions create a warm, welcoming environment and 

inspire everyone to join in with greater confidence. 

Our participants seem to enjoy the workshops enormously. Their words at the end 

of each session say it all: “Please come back again!” and “You are all brilliant!” 

We finish each workshop with a shared moment of celebration, coming together to 

sing and move — sometimes gently swaying, sometimes dancing — depending on 

the mood of the group. It’s a joyful way to close the hour and leave everyone feeling 

uplifted and connected. 

8 

https://riverbank.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873657071/events/128613642/seats?zone=Auditorium&_gl=1*3uywgh*_ga*OTc5NjU0NDAyLjE3NjQzMjg5ODM.*_ga_GM80YBC6S1*czE3NjQzMjg5ODIkbzEkZzEkdDE3NjQzMjg5OTAkajUyJGwwJGgw


​

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to let you all know that our centre will be closed from Saturday, 20th 

December till Sunday, 4th January 2026 for Christmas. We will be back on Monday, 

5th January 2025. 

We would like to thank the hundreds of people who make Crooked House’s work 

possible. And we especially thank the thousands of young people, women, elders, 

people with additional needs, schools, community organisations, refugees and 

asylum seekers, who took part in our projects in 2025. 
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We wish you all a happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. 

​

 

Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany​

​

 

​
 
 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights 
reserved. 

 
Our mailing address is: 

 
Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, 

County Kildare W12XH73 Ireland 
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