Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s

monthly newsletter

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked
House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in
collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.
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the Ryston Sports and Social Club.

Facilitator Calvin Magee led the group through devising activities that
come from Augusto Boal's Theatre of the Oppressed methods. This
type of theatre aims to engage the audience as participants in
theatre-making because the exploration is about injustice,

discrimination or oppression known to both performers and audience.

All those involved in the performance as actors or 'spect-actors' (Boal's

term for a participating audience) have a vested interested in the topic.

The EPIPA project is funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the EU. It
involves 10 participants, people with and without additional mobility and
intellectual needs, working together every second Friday to discover if
theatre can help them become advocates for fairer treatment for people

with disabilities.

The workshops are attended by Alison Hollinshead who is the

Researcher on the project. Alison will publish research at the end of the



project looking at the efficacy of this type of theatre to achieve the aims
of the project.

EPIPA workshops will continue on January 16th 2026. Look out for
public performances in June 2026. The project is in collaboration with

Egyutthato Egyesulet in Hungary and Uniamoci in Italy who are doing

similar workshops and research.

Wisteria

performed by Newbridge Women's Shed, as
part of "Le Chéile" project

On Tuesday 16th December we staged a short play that was created by
the women in our drama project with Newbridge Women’s Shed. It
was called Wisteria and was directed by Yassine Barqaoui who has
been the group’s drama facilitator since earlier this year.

Yassine is a theatre maker from Tunisia where he gained a BA in Acting
before coming to Ireland as an ESC volunteer in 2023. He is currently
studying on the part-time Certificate in Directing for Theatre in

Maynooth University.


https://www.egyutthato.eu/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ab3f1ff1c730fcf73b1d1a6cd89c202ac264244ec4a77c4a4e438892ed1e04e3JmltdHM9MTc2Njk2NjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=04d15404-07cc-6ed1-02b6-41a306bb6f30&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudW5pYW1vY2kuZXUv

Wisteria shows what happens
when a very stressed and
put-upon mother, played by Teresa
Connolly, has had enough of her
dependent and fairly useless

family. It is Christmas, and all she

seems to do is respond to
demands and requests from her daughter, her mother, her alcoholic
husband, her busy-body neighbour, and her sister-in-law (who can only
do ‘supervisory activities’) — none of whom lift a hand to help her.

She decides, advised by her old school friend, to go to America and

pursue a career in her passion, fabric design.

The play explores the impact of this decision on
the family and ends with a high speed rush to
the airport (like all good Christmas stories)
where the family promise to mend their ways if
she comes back to them. But she is not sure if
she will return. The final moment is when she

asks the audience for advice.

Wisteria was performed by Fran Collier, Ena France, Kit O’ Sullivan,

Teresa Connolly, Paula O’ Baoill and Giulia Bosco.



Wisteria shows what is possible when adults come together to write

their own play and stage it to a public audience in the theatre.

This project is part of the Erasmus Ireland Le Chéile project. It is a

collaboration between Crooked House and Foco Europa in Spain. The

project is about using theatre in adult education. We are working with
groups of adults to explore the ideas that they want to share, based on

their experiences, opinions and ideas, and staged for the pubilic.

Le Chéile will produce an online booklet of activities and exercises
based on the workshops with our groups. This booklet will be available

for anyone who wishes to use theatre as a learning tool with adult

groups in their communities.



https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=4c9067e337cd4b8a1da8828dba1d2aa530dada7402ed97a0bfaa8625f0cdddefJmltdHM9MTc2Njk2NjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=04d15404-07cc-6ed1-02b6-41a306bb6f30&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZm9jb2V1cm9wYS5jb20v

On the same night a second group took the stage: our international

volunteers, who are supported by the European Solidarity Corps and by
the Erasmus+ Student Traineeship programmes, have worked with Halit
Kayacan to make a physical theatre piece about themselves and where

they come from.
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We have been out and about this month, performing a Theatre of the

Oppressed short play in schools and at events in Kildare and Wexford.

Echo Chambers is a performance and workshop project devised by
our international theatre-making volunteers and facilitated by two of our
staff Aliki Klapadaki and Xeni Vasilakis. It is inspired by the European
Parliament's debates and work on digital safety, especially in relation to
online bullying for minors. The short play is set in a secondary school

sports team where bullying takes place.

The performance and workshop package has been taken to a number
of schools and youth projects in Kildare, where part of it was filmed to
be included in a video commissioned by the Department of Foreign
Affairs. The Department funds this and other initiatives across the
country under their Communicating Europe Initiative

(https://www.ireland.ie/en/eu/communicating-europe-initiative/)



https://www.ireland.ie/en/eu/communicating-europe-initiative/

On 11th December we also took the
play to an event in Enniscorthy,
Wexford at the invitation of Wexford
Local Development (https://wid.ie/).
There, 200 parents and young people

gathered to celebrate their innovative

Elevate programme, a creative
intervention in schools for young people. The Crooked House team
staged the play and gathered enthusiastic responses from the audience

about the culpability or otherwise of the characters.

Echo Chambers is performed by Giulia Bosco, Matteo Andreatta,
Bendeguz Gécsek, Elijah Palacci, Giovanni Borsari, Abdi Omar, and

Makis Nanos.


https://wld.ie/

Houselights group's
performance

feel free to join free drama workshops for older adults,
starting from Monday, 12th January

At the beginning of this month we had a lovely morning with our

Houselights group in the foyer cafe of Riverbank Arts Centre.

The participants performed seasonal
sketches and read short stories and
memoirs that they wrote. We had a
small audience of family and friends

come to support them.

This morning's miscellany was directed by Mary Linehan to give the
Houselights group a taste of performing material for the public. They
were accompanied by Ari on guitar. This is the first event in our Le
Cheéile project which explores how we can use drama in adult
education. Le Chéile is funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the

European Union.

Houselights is a free drama workshop for older adults. It runs every
Monday from 10.00am to 12.00pm. We will be back on 12th January.
Anyone who wants to join at any time is very welcome to do so. Contact

info@crookedhouse.ie



mailto:info@crookedhouse.ie

Partnership with KARE

participants will create a performance which will be
staged locally in 2026

We have been facilitating weekly workshops with KARE (the
Newbridge-based organisation that supports people with intellectual
disabilities) for the past 3 years. This year we held workshops on
Mondays in Ryston Sports and Leisure Centre for approximately 25
participants accompanied, in some cases, by their support workers.
Yassine Barkaoui from Crooked House led a team of volunteer
facilitators who were supported by the European Solidarity Corps and

by Erasmus+ Student Traineeship programmes.

The workshops will resume in January and continue every Monday. This
time we will be working with the Training and Development section of
KARE to provide a QQI level 2 Accreditation in Drama for the
participants. They will create a performance with Yassine and the team

which will be staged locally in 2026.

Our work with KARE helps participants build connections, social skills,

and expressive abilities through drama. It is inclusive and integrated,

and compliments our EPIPA theatre programme on Fridays.
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We wish you all
a prosperous New Year.
Follow us on

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany
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Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights
reserved.

Our mailing address is:

Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge,
County Kildare W12XH73 Ireland
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