
Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s 

monthly newsletter 

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked 

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in 

collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.​

No. 34 (February 2026) 

 

Contents: 

●​ Spirit of Kildare Awards 2026: Crooked House nominated in the 

Contribution to the Arts category …………………………….. (p. 2) 

●​ NT Connections 2025-26: Fishville by Asfaneh Gray will be 

staged in Riverbank Arts Centre 24-25th March …………….. (p. 4) 

●​ Ignition project launches: providing resources on the principles 

and practice of youth drama and dance facilitation ………… (p. 8) 

●​ Arrivals and Departures: best wishes to Halit, Marta and Matteo; 

welcome Natalia! ………………………………………………… (p. 9) 

●​ EPIPA - Empowerment through Performance: workshops every 

second Friday: feel free to join if you are aged 18 to 30! …..   (p.10) 

●​ Moltóir 3: Call for Irish based Participants for a Youth Exchange in 

Seville, Spain (Deadline: 31st March 2026) ………………..  (p. 11) 

●​ MARTY - Museums Are Relevant To Youth: 20 educators and 

youth workers from 8 total countries collaborating together  (p. 13) 

●​  Alice in Wonderland: our wonderful 6-11 aged theatre group 

proudly presented their first performance …………………… (p. 15)

1 



 

We were honoured to be nominated at the inaugural Spirit of Kildare 

Awards on 1st February.  Crooked House was one of the four groups 

and people nominated in the Contribution to the Arts category. This is 

the first year of the awards. They were nominated and voted for by the 

public. 

 

There was a dinner and ceremony in Áras Chill Dara on 1st February to 

honour the nominees, where  the award was won by international actor 

and comedienne Aisling Bea from Kildare. 

 

Some of our team, Charlie Hughes Farrell, Xeni Vasilikas and Yassine 

Barkaoui, attended the event where they met Aisling. 

During the awards ceremony in her 

speech she thanked organisations like 

Crooked House who provided free 

drama classes for herself and her 

friends many years ago in Maynooth 

and around the county.  
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The Spirit of Kildare Awards 2026 are a premier part of the Brigid - Spirit 

of Kildare Festival, recognizing individuals and groups who embody the 

values of Brigid (Gaelic goddess, Celtic goddess, and Chritian saint) — 

compassion, inspiration, equality, creativity, and sustainability. They 

honor community, environmental, and leadership contributions. 

Crooked House is 33 years old this year. 
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Directed by Yakup Bas 

Assistant Director Chloe Martin 

This project has also been​

supported by our international volunteers: 

Elijah Palacci – Production Assistant 

Giulia Bosco – Production Assistant (Erasmus+ Trainee) 

 

Our youth company, Kildare Youth Theatre, stages its annual new play 

as part of the NT Connections programme in March. 

 

Fishville is a lyrical and 

emotional play by Afsaneh 

Gray. When Jared walks into the 

sea and never returns, his 

coastal community is left in 

shock. 

 

As rumours spread and tensions grow, a group of young people begin 

searching for answers. But as the mystery deepens and the sea keeps 

its secrets, they must uncover the truth before it’s too late. 

 

This production is one of over 400 being staged across Ireland and the 

UK as part of the National Theatre (UK) Connections programme. The 

play will be performed at Riverbank Arts Centre on 24th–25th March 

and will then be staged at the Lyric Theatre, Belfast on 29th April. 

 

Click here to buy the tickets 
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https://www.riverbank.ie/event/youth-theatre-kildare-youth-theatre-presents-fishville-by-afsaneh-gray/2026-03-24/


Crooked House Theatre Company has participated in this programme 

with Kildare Youth Theatre since 2003, staging over 50 new plays for 

young people by contemporary playwrights. The cast of 16 young 

performers come from across County Kildare, with many appearing on 

stage for the first time with Kildare Youth Theatre. 

Kildare Youth Theatre is Crooked House’s youth programme, offering 

workshops and creative projects for young people aged 11–20. More 

information: www.kildareyouththeatre.com 
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http://www.kildareyouththeatre.com/


Asfanaeh Gray 

(Photograph: Credit Geraint Lewis) 

Afsaneh is a UK playwright who 

was one of three selected writers 

for the development phase of 

the Independent Film Trust's 

Elevate Writers Room. Her 

original TV comedy LULU THE 

EXTREMIST was selected for 

development from a pitch to a 

treatment and then a script 

through the UKTV Comedy 

50:50 scheme. Her play 

EXCEPTIONAL was longlisted 

for the 2025 Bruntwood Prize and Women's Prize for Playwriting. 

In 2018, Afsaneh won The Brian Way Award. Following a national call 

out for treatments on the theme of 'Treaty' to mark the Treaty of 

Versailles centenary, her play THE BORDER was commissioned by 

Theatre Centre and toured school and venues in 2019.  
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From 12th to 15th February we went to A Guarda, Spain for the kick-off 

meeting of our new Erasmus+ KA2 project called Ignition. 

Ignition is a partnership between Crooked House, FOCO Europa 

(Spain), Kinitiras (Greece) and Suleyman Demirel University (Turkiye).  

Two project staff from each partner organisation attended. 

Ignition hopes to help provide resources for artists in two disciplines 

(theatre and dance) to become competent youth drama and youth 

dance facilitators. 

Over 3 years we will create free, 

online booklet resources for 

training youth drama and dance 

facilitators; 12 video resources on 

the principles and practice of 

youth drama and dance 

facilitation; and run an exciting 100 

hour course in each country that 

trains 10 youth drama and dance 

facilitators, and that includes 

supervised practice placements 

with local youth groups. 

8 



For more information about the project, see our website section here: 

https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/ignition-project-training-youth-dra

ma-and-dance-facilitators/ 

 

 

Recently we said goodbye to Halit Kayacan and to Marta Peniza 

Portella. They left for home: Halit to Isparta, Turkiye, and Marta to A 

Guarda, Spain. We want to thank each of them for their work, talent and 

dedication to our participants. 

Halit was here for two and a half years, working with all age ranges and 

abilities while also directing participants in physical theatre shows. 

Marta was with us for a year and a half, working with our young people 

and children. We wish them both every success in their futures - we are 

certain to remain in contact. 

In January we welcomed Natalia Kudranski as our Book-keeper. Natalia, 

originally from Poland, lives in Naas with her family. We look forward to 

many years of collaboration with Natalia. 

At the end of February we wave farewell to Matteo Andreatti, one of our 

current European Solidarity Corps volunteers whose time with us comes 

to an end. Matteo returns to Italy with our gratitude and good wishes.
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https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/ignition-project-training-youth-drama-and-dance-facilitators/
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/ignition-project-training-youth-drama-and-dance-facilitators/


 

EPIPA (Empowerment through Performance) is our ongoing project 

that integrates people with and without disabilities using drama. Our 

workshops are every second Friday, facilitated by Calvoj Magee and 

assisted by project Researcher, Alison Hollinshead. 

 

Alison and Oguzhan Sahin (our 

Company manager) travelled to 

Palermo from 6th to 9th February 

to the meeting, hosted by our 

Italian partner, Uniamoci 

(www.uniamoci.eu) and including 

the Hungarian lead or beneficiary 

organisation Együttható Egyesület (https://www.egyutthato.eu/). 

 

At the meeting partners updated 

each other about the progress of 

the project. In Ireland we are well 

into our workshop programme now. 
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http://www.uniamoci.eu/
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We have space for another participant if anyone wants to join. You 

need to be aged 18 to 30 and be free to take part in the workshop 

programmes and research. Please email Project Manager, Yassine 

Barkaoui, for more details: yassine.crookedhouse@gmail.com 

 

 

 

About: This is a youth exchange for those aged 18 to 30. It will be held 

in Seville, Spain. The project will explore how we can use creative 

movement activities to develop better mental and physical health. 

Workshops will be in a range of movement-based performance styles 

that we and our partners use to create theatre. 

Dates: 17th to 24th May (these include travel dates). 

Participants: 5 per organisation (plus one leader). 

Ages: Participants need to be aged between 18 and 30. The leader may 

be any age over 18. 
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Host organisation: https://www.atalaya-tnt.com/en/andanzas/ TNT will 

offer spaces in their theatre for the workshops. They are our local 

partner in this project. 

Accommodation: All rooms are single (for one person).  

https://yugo.com/es-es/global/spain/sevilla/cartuja 

Artist Workshop proposal: If someone (either participant or leader) 

would like to propose a workshop or training programme that they could 

deliver, please ask them to fill out the following form: 

https://forms.gle/ndG3P4uteCULPPYP9 

We will select the workshops/programmes before 20th April 2026 so 

please ask them to submit the form before then. 

Application deadline for individuals from Ireland: Fill out this form 

before 31st March 2026. https://forms.gle/SgE7tNfihtKN9GzG7 
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Last week, Crooked House took part in an Erasmus+ training course 

called MARTY, in Zaragoza, Spain. The project, which stands for 

Museums Are Relevant To Youth, brought together 20 educators and 

youth workers from 8 total countries to collaborate, share good 

practices, and gain practical, museum-based experience in methods 

that make consuming arts and visiting museums more engaging and 

enjoyable for young people. 

Featuring youth workers from Spain, 

France, Italy, Slovenia, Poland, 

Hungary, Latvia, as well as two from 

Crooked House representing 

Ireland, the MARTY project involved 

a week of visiting museums and 

interacting with them through 

different methodologies that may be interesting for young people. 

These visits were followed by 

comprehensive evaluation and 

discussion to understand how we 

could bring back these 

methodologies to our own youth. 

Methodologies included ways of 

understanding art and consuming 

art in museums, as well as how we​

can be creative in our interpretation of art. 
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Some exercises included pairing up with a blindfolded partner and 

explaining them your favourite piece, or creating a scene inspired by 

pieces you enjoyed, to name a few. 

The MARTY project was organised by Cultu. of Zaragoza and was 

funded by Erasmus+. 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, 24 February, our wonderful Crooked Mice theatre group 

proudly presented their first performance — Alice in Wonderland. Our 

eight young performers, aged 6 to 11, stepped onto the stage with 

courage, excitement, and imagination, captivating an audience of 

around 30 friends, family members, and supporters who came to 

celebrate their achievement. 
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Their enthusiasm, commitment, 

and natural talent created a truly 

special atmosphere that touched 

everyone present. What made this 

production particularly meaningful 

was the creative process behind it. 

 

Much of the performance grew from 

the children’s own ideas and playful 

exploration. This made the piece feel 

deeply personal, authentic, and full of 

heart — a Wonderland shaped by 

their voices and creativity. 

The journey to the stage was guided 

by facilitators Xeni Vassilaki and 

Matteo Andreatta. 

Their support, encouragement, and care helped nurture both the artistic 

process and the children’s confidence along the way. 

 

 

 

 

16 



Beyond the performance itself, this 

experience strengthened teamwork, 

self-expression, and confidence, 

reminding us how powerful theatre can 

be for young people. We are incredibly 

proud of what they achieved and excited 

for what comes next. Our theatre 

sessions continue every Tuesday at 

15:30. 
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Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany​

​

 

​
 
 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights 
reserved. 

 
Our mailing address is: 

 
Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, 

County Kildare W12XH73 Ireland 
 

18 


	Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s monthly newsletter 
	●​Moltóir 3: Call for Irish based Participants for a Youth Exchange in Seville, Spain (Deadline: 31st March 2026) ………………..  (p. 11) 
	Asfanaeh Gray 
	Follow us on 
	Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 
	Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany​​ 

