Welcome to Crooked House Theatre Company’s

monthly newsletter

In this newsletter you will find out all the news and updates on Crooked

House Theatre Company’s new productions and projects, in
collaboration with both local and international stakeholders.
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DILEMMA Pilot-
based workshop

Partners meeting to share feedback on

the materials created and about to be
disseminated

For three days in March, Crooked House attended a pilot testing of

materials for the DILEMMA project in A Guarda, Spain.

DILEMMA is a multiannual Erasmus+
project which aims to create materials
to discuss the topic of gender-based
violence with young people. With an

online platform including 12 modules,

12 videos, role-plays and scenarios,
as well as a host of other materials, the project aims to provide
resources for anybody who works with young people to cover this

difficult topic.

This in-person session in A Guarda involved all the partners of the
project (organisations from Ireland, Spain, Italy, Greece and Cyprus), to
meet together and discuss the first drafts of the material created.
Having worked on them over the last few months, all organisations
including Crooked House, presented their work so far and opened it up

for feedback.



This is an essential stage of the project before the work is published

and disseminated across Europe.

The DILEMMA project will meet again in Nicosia, Cyprus, this May to
test the work with young people. It is supported by the Erasmus+

programme of the European Union.



AKANA

The full documentary video of the project

has been released and is now available
on our Youtube channel

Akana, an Erasmus+ funded Key Action 1 Mobility of Youth Workers,
was a professional development activity. It took place in Suleyman
Demirel University, Isparta, Turkiye from 28th July — 05th August 2025.
Now we have released the full documentary video of the project. It was
filmed and edited by Emre Can Sahin and is available on our You Tube

channel.

Click here to see the documentar

The training programme was named
after the Turkish goddess of creation,
Ak Ana. It brought together 50 cultural
youth workers (that is, theatre-makers,
youth workers, and performing artists)
and 7 trainers, from Germany, Ireland,
Spain, Catalunya, Greece, Croatia and
Turkiye for 7 days in Turkiye (plus 2

travel days). The project was co-funded

by the Erasmus+ programme of the

European Union.


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=68ef783360&e=7d07f78386

The project trained participants in ways that they could enable young
people to use theatre — for several reasons: using theatre to express
identity; using theatre to share opinions, ideas and beliefs; using theatre
to gain confidence and build resilience; and using theatre to develop

social skills and make friends.

Experienced youth theatre practitioners shared their methods and skills
with participants who either wished to begin working in youth theatre,
or who wanted to adapt their acting skills to working with young people

who are not actors.



CROOKED HOUSE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS:

UTHELL

BY: WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTED BY: LIANNE 0"SHEA

29" Rpril 2026-9:30am
28™ & 30" April 2026- 10:00 am
28" & 29™ April 2026- 7:l][]pm

Riverbank Arts Gentre Newbridge, Go.Kildare
€8 Student/€10 Adult “-www. nuerhaﬂk ie-
Box Offices\(045) 448 327

Riverbank Arts Centre, Newbridge
Tuesday, 28th April at 10.00am and at 7.00pm
Wednesday, 29th April at 10.00am and at 7.00pm
Thursday, 30th April at 10.00am only.



This year we mark our 18th production of a Shakespearean play with

Othello. The first was in 1997 when we staged The Merchant of Venice.
The last time we staged Othello was in 2015 (with Darius Ryan Kadem,
Caolan Dundon and Eadaoin Barrett). This version of Othello is directed

by Llanne O Shea.

In this production Othello is riding high on the win but having a spot on
the team, and getting the girl don’t always guarantee a feeling of
success in the manosphere. Jealousy can be kicked into play; locker
room talk is never harmless, and when the green-eyed monster takes

hold the consequences can be catastrophic.

Rife with toxic masculinity, Othello is Shakespeare’s tragic tale of
coercion and control fuelled by the politics of both race and gender.
Directed by National Theatre Staff Director Lianne O’Shea, this Kildare
Youth Theatre production takes a muscular look at lago’s ‘sport’, the

men who get caught in the tackle and the women who pay the price.

Performances take place on Tuesday 28 & Thursday 30 April, 10am and
Wednesday 29 April at 9:30am. Public evening performances are also

available at 7pm on Tuesday 28 & Wednesday 29 Apiril.



If you would like to book your class into any of these performances
please email theresa@riverbank.ie
or call the Box Office directly on

045448327.

Click here to see the documentar

What We Carry

On 1st May in Riverbank Arts Centre, a
theatre piece created and performed by a
group of older local women in Crooked

House’s Houselights workshop

What We Carry is a theatre piece created and performed by a group of
older local women in Crooked House’s Houselights workshop

(supported by Erasmus+ in the Le Chéile project).

Drawing on personal memories and shared experiences, the ensemble
explores the stories that shape a life — the moments we hold close and
the ones we choose to let go. Through storytelling, reflection, humour,
and imagination, fragments of the past are gathered, revisited, and

re-examined.


https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=1fb6cbe9bc&e=7d07f78386

Some memories are carried
with pride, others with
tenderness, and some are
gently set down along the

way.

Honest, warm, and quietly powerful, What We Carry is directed by
Martina Smith and is a celebration of lived experience, community, and

the enduring power of memory.

They will be joined by the women
of Newbridge Women’s Shed
drama project who will perform
their own devised play during the

same evening.

This is a group which we formed in January of 2024 and it has been
going strong since. They will devise a performance with Yassine
Barkaoui.

What We Carry and Newbridge Women’s Shed Drama is part of the Le
Chéile Adult Education project supported by the Erasmus+
programme of the European Union :

https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/le-cheile-theatre-in-adult-educatio
n/

Book your tickets by clicking here
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https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/le-cheile-theatre-in-adult-education/
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/le-cheile-theatre-in-adult-education/
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=e86c53849f&e=7d07f78386

MAPS training
course

The project brought together youth workers,
artists, and facifitators from 12 different
countries to explore the transformative
power of music

A recent international training course held in Morocco, titled MAPS
(Music for Active Participation and Social Inclusion), brought
together youth workers, artists, and facilitators from 12 different

countries to explore the transformative power of music.

The project created a dynamic and
collaborative environment where
participants exchanged ideas and
creative methodologies used to help
young people develop new skills

while they are doing music.

One of our staff members (Yassine Barkaoui) participated in this training
course. Through a series of workshops, group exercises, and hands-on

activities, they explored how music can be used as a tool for active

11



participation, social inclusion, youth empowerment, and the discovery
of new creative spaces. The training was organized in collaboration

between Link Association and Live Room.

Live room is a socio-cultural youth organization based in Tangier,
Morocco. Founded as a grassroots initiative, Live Room works to create
inclusive environments where young people can express themselves,
build creative skills, and actively engage in cultural and social life.
Operating at the intersection of arts, youth work, and community
development, the organization provides opportunities for non-formal
learning, intercultural dialogue, and both local and international mobility.
Through its work, Live Room empowers young people, especially those
with fewer opportunities, by using artistic practices such as music,
drama, audiovisual creation, performance, and creative workshops as
tools for personal growth and social inclusion. It also organizes cultural
events and training activities that encourage collaboration, critical

thinking, and active citizenship.

The MAPS project allowed us to
discover new methodologies to
approach young people and how we
can integrate these techniques into our
drama workshops here in Ireland. The

training was organized in collaboration

between Link Association and Live

Room.
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https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=aa090a9d2a&e=7d07f78386
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=dea4d5f8cd&e=7d07f78386

Fishville

Kildare Youth Theatre staged their annual
Mational Theatre Connections play in
Riverbank Arts Centre and at the Lyric

Theatre Belfast

Kildare Youth Theatre staged their annual NT Connections play,

Fishville, in Riverbank Arts Centre on Tuesday 24th and Wednesday
25th March. It was attended by lots of young people and their friends,
especially from our comrades Griese Youth Theatre in Ballitore,
Kildare Youth Theatre, and Clare Youth Theatre, all the way from
Ennis in County Clare. We are very grateful to both groups for coming

along to support us.

Fishville is a lyrical play about grief and
about the impact of climate change on
our seas and coastal towns. The young
company performed with delicacy and
sensitivity to the issue, directed ably by

Yakup Bas (who is the Artistic

Director of Kildare Youth Theatre).
He was assisted by our volunteers Chloe Martin, Elijah Palacci and

Giulia Bosco.
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https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=b63483f957&e=7d07f78386

On Friday 27th the whole group travelled by train to Belfast to take part

in the NT Connections festival held annually there.

Several young companies from the
Republic of Ireland and Northern
Ireland staged their plays and
enjoyed workshops together. Kildare

Youth Theatre returned on Sunday

29th exhausted but transformed.

One of the young cast wrote this about the experience:

“I’d encourage every young person interested in theatre to join
Connections! Working on Fishville helped us develop skills like script
analysis, character building, acting, and self-confidence. The cast
became like a big family, and sharing the stage was unforgettable.
Directors Yakup and Chloe, along with volunteers Elijah and Giulia, made
rehearsals a safe, fun space. Wednesday evenings at Crooked House
quickly became my favourite part of the week. Whether you love acting

or just want to try something new, Connections is the place to be!”
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Youth Theatre
Connects project

Kildare Youth Theatre and Clare Youth
Theatre came together as part of Youth
Theatre Ireland's project

Kildare Youth Theatre and Clare Youth Theatre came together as part

of Youth Theatre Ireland’s Youth Theatre Connects project.

Here are some opinions from the young people from our trip to Ennis,
Co. Clare, where we travelled to watch Clare Youth Theatre’s

performance of Ex Libris (Out of Books).

Youth Theatre Connects is about building relationships between youth
theatres and creating opportunities for young people through theatre.

We are excited for the next stages of the project.

“The Youth Connections program gave me so much experience and
insights about Clare Youth Theatre and the Ennis town. | have met so

many incredible and creative people.

The performance from Clare Youth Theatre was delightful! | really liked
how they modernized some stories and made them more unique. All the
people were so friendly and professional in their performances. They

gave me some inspirations and ideas on how to improve for myself.
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| really enjoyed the trip to Ennis and
walking around the streets. | found it
so lovely as if | was at home. All the
buildings are beautiful and the streets & '

give this unique historic feeling.

We visited The Record Break, which
is a cafe and vinyl store at the same
time. We had the opportunity to talk
with the owner and locals at the cafe,

and they are so nice and friendly.”

Mykhailo Zolochevskyi

“This was my first time travelling

with Kildare Youth Theatre and it
was such a great experience! It
was a long journey to Ennis but
it was filled with great chats and
laughter. Once we got to Ennis
we had a chance to explore the
town ourselves. This was really

nice as | had never been to

Ennis before and really enjoyed
exploring with my friends. Ennis was a lovely town filled with amazing

culture and art.
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We then headed towards Glér arts centre for the performance.

This was the highlight of the trip; seeing Clare Youth Theatre members
perform a variety of pieces ranging from Philadelphia Here | Come to a
performance of ‘Popular’ from Wicked. | really enjoyed viewing this
performance as it was really exciting to see people my age use their
creativity and initiative to perform pieces that they were interested in.
We then got a chance to meet the members of Clare Youth Theatre. It
was nice meeting new people our age who had similar interests. We
played some icebreaker games to help us get to know each other better
and it was interesting seeing what games they played to warm up.
Overall it was an extremely enjoyable experience and | can't wait to

continue taking part in Youth Connects!” Sophie Hunt
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Call for participants
for Agoid in Lugo,
Spain (17- 24 May)

Training course on how we can use theatre
to show solidarity and to share our concerns
about the anti-migrant sentiment in the EU

Crooked House has partnered with FOCO to deliver a training course
for young adults aged 18 to 30. It is called Agéid, which means ‘protest’
in Gaeilge. Agoid responds to the concerns of young people across
Europe to the recent law voted into the European Parliament by far right

MEPs.

The MEPs approved a law enabling member states to build deportation
centres outside the EU, endorsing talks with non-recognised
third-country entities and imposing entry bans on returned migrants.
Many compare it to legalising the use of US ICE-style force in Europe.

Click to read an article about it by Le Monde.
AQgdid is a training course showing how we can use theatre to

demonstrate, to make street performances, to show solidarity, and to

share our concerns about the anti-migrant sentiment in the EU.
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https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=e236446fa7&e=7d07f78386
https://crookedhouse.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7aaaeffc2cf62feb7c7fd10de&id=dc5993f3e2&e=7d07f78386

Agdid will run from 17th to 24th May in Lugo Spain. The city is
renowned for its historical heritage, its Roman Wall, declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, and its privileged natural surroundings
and cultural activities. It is for young people resident in the EU and

Turkey only.

Accommodation will be in a hostel in Lugo. https://lug2hostel.com/en/

Rooms will be shared with two or three others.
Agoid is supported by the Erasmus+ programme of the EU.

Applications should be made before 20th April.

Click here to apply
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The Indigo project
concludes

The final event took place last Saturday:
what a creative and inspiring day it was!

Last Saturday, 28th March, participants from Kildare Youth Theatre
and Carlow Youth Theatre came together at Crooked House Theatre
Company for our Play-in-a-Day Devising Workshop — and what a

creative and inspiring day it was!

The workshop was the final event in a series of activities forming our
Indigo Project, funded by the Department of Children, Disability and
Equality’s LGBTQI+ Youth Fund.

Throughout the workshop, the group explored themes of identity by
working from personal material towards shared group ideas. Using
drama, physical theatre, and creative writing exercises, participants
shared thoughts, stories, and memories, gradually shaping them into
original short performances created entirely from scratch in just one

day.
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The space was filled with imagination, openness, collaboration, and
creative play. It was wonderful to see connections form so quickly
between the participants as they supported one another and built

thoughtful, honest, and unique pieces together.

The biggest achievement of the day came from the participants
themselves, who shared that they truly enjoyed the process, had fun
throughout the workshop, and made new friends. They exchanged
contact details and made plans to stay in touch and meet again after
the workshop — an inspiring reminder of the power of youth theatre to

build real connections.

This workshop was facilitated by Makis Nanos from Crooked House.
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Follow us on
Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany

CROOKED
HOUSE

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights
reserved.

Our mailing address is:

Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge,
County Kildare W12XH73 Ireland
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