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Cruinniú na nÓg performance: join us on Saturday, 

6th June at 3.30pm in Carlow 

 

Crooked House invites you to a youth theatre performance on Saturday, 
6th June at 3.30pm in Carlow. 
Play in a Day is a dynamic one-day theatre workshop bringing together 
young people from Carlow and Kildare to create original performances. 
Guided by drama facilitators, participants explore the theme “Sparking 
the Change” through devising and collaboration, working in two groups, 
each led by a facilitator. The day ends with a public showing celebrating 
youth creativity as part of Cruinniú na nÓg. 
Come along and support their work, it’s a great chance to see what 
they’ve created in just one day. The performance will be followed by a 
short discussion. 
 
Where: Carlow College, College Street, Carlow (R93 A003) 
Time: 3.30 pm 
 

Free entry - no booking required, 
limited seating available  
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New performance in Crooked House Studio: Mine 
on Sunday, 10th May at 7.00pm. Free. 
 
Mine is based on Anton Chekhov’s short play The Marriage Proposal. It 
is a 30 minutes short play directed by Makis Nanos and performed by 
two of Crooked House international volunteers from Italy, Giovanni 
Borsari and Giulia Bosco. 
Two people meet to talk about marriage. Instead, they start fighting. Set 
in an empty space that feels somewhere between a home and a 
rehearsal room, Chekhov’s classic short play is reimagined as a 
contemporary two-performer piece where a simple conversation spirals 
into a negotiation about territory, ownership, and survival. With minimal 
means, nervous humour, and constant tension, Mine explores the fragile 
line between the need for connection and the need to be right. 
 
Duration: 30 minutes / Actors: Giovanni Borsari and Giulia Bosco / 
Director: Makis Nanos / Assistant Director: Elijah Palacci  / Date: 
Sunday 10th of May / Time: 7.00 pm 
 

Tickets are free. Book by emailing info@crookedhouse.ie
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Call for Youth Participants: invitation to take part in 
The Museum of Local Happiness project 
 
Young people aged 14 to 20 are invited to apply to take part in our latest 
performance project called The Museum of Local Happiness. This is a 
project funded by Kildare County Council and Creative Kildare’s 
Creative Communities Award 2026. 
The project will bring two young people together with an international 
artist to create a site-specific, solo piece about a public place in 
Newbridge that brings the young person happiness. 
We have 4 artists waiting to work with two young people each. There 
will be a total of 8 participants accepted for this project. 
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In order to be considered you should fill in the form linked below, and 
also: 
 

●​ have a public space in mind (such as a park, skatepark, a 
lane/alleyway, a wall, etc) that anyone can walk into anytime, 

●​ be able to say briefly what it is about this space that brings you 
comfort/happiness/peace/escape etc. 

●​ the artists will work with each participant to create a performance 
(it can be a movement piece, a monologue, or any type of 
performance that they work together to create). Rehearsals will be 
worked out between the young person and the artist. 

 
The performances will be staged in these spaces at the end of the 
summer and before young people return to school. 
 

Click here to apply!  
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Official study visit from Estonian organisations: 
organised through the Irish national agency, 
Léargas 
 
We were very pleased to host members from three civil society 
organisations in Estonia on Tuesday 31st March. They were in Ireland on 
a study visit, organised through the Irish national agency, Léargas. 
All the organisations are involved in the work of integration in Estonia. 
Some of this work supports migrants and International Protection 
Applicants from Ukraine and other conflict zones. Other projects aim to 
integrate Russian speaking Estonians into Estonian culture as this group 
are primarily focused on Russia.  
We shared our experience and gave our view of Irish society. We 
showed some short drama based activities that we use with migrants 
and refugees. 
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The morning passed swiftly and was hosted by our Artistic Director, 
Peter Hussey. We are now hoping to connect with some of these very 
interesting people for future Erasmus+ projects. 
 
 

 

Catching up with former volunteers: a beautiful 
testimony from Chile by Serena Giordanengo 
 
From time to time we like to share some stories from former volunteers. 
This month we caught up with Serena Giordanengo, from Italy, who 
volunteered with us on the ESC programme from 2024 to 2025. Serena 
has spent the last year working in Chile using theatre in socially 
engaged settings. 
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This is what she has to say. 
 
"My name is Serena Giordanengo, I am a former volunteer of Crooked 
House Theatre Company, and since October 2025 I have been based in 
Santiago, Chile, where I work as White Helmet at the Sandra Sabattini 
Therapeutic Community, in Peñalolén. 
In this context, I accompany a group of men in recovery from alcohol 
and drug addiction through applied theatre projects. The aim is to 
create a safe space that nurtures creativity, encourages personal and 
artistic expression, and support their recovery process. 
From this process emerged a play called Mi Peñalolén, a collective 
creation that brings together the participants’ life stories with the 
identity and history of their territory. Using their own words, the stage 
becomes a space for expression and reflection, giving voice to those 
who are not often heard.  
We are very happy and proud to present the play on the 27th of April in 
the Centro Cultural Chimkowe in Santiago del Chile. 
I couldn’t have done this without everything I learned at Crooked House 
Theatre Company , thank you!" 
 
If anyone we know is around Santigo later this month please visit them. 
We are very proud of Serena and we wish the whole project the very 
best of luck.  
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S.H.O.T - Show your Heart on Tape: youth exchange 
in Italy about videomaking 
 
S.H.O.T. exchange was a creative journey of learning and discovery in 
collaboration with our partner Link Associazione in the Puglia region, 
southern Italy. The venue was located in the middle of green fields. 
Through smartphone videomaking, 5 participants documented and 
interpreted the natural elements of the area, developing their digital, 
narrative, and communication skills. At the same time, the experience 
encouraged them to reconnect with nature, deepening their awareness 
of its positive impact on mental and physical well-being. 
 
Using non-formal education and creative self-expression, the big group 
was divided into 5 smaller groups, and each group worked on one 
element of Nature. 
The outcome of this exchange was a short movie directed, acted, and 
edited by young people. 
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If you are interested in knowing more about this project, you can have a 
look at this short video: 
https://n4yat.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/6rqJfgq8dIUQXwq2UuiDF
62mokb/NJaV16-Acght  
Finally, we asked our participants to share their opinion on this 
experience, especially since for some of them it was their first time 
participating in an Erasmus exchange, and they wrote. 
 

 
 
Keven:  
"There’s no better way to describe this trip than by not using the words 
life-changing, all the memories, experiences, and things I've learned 
about myself. The exchange was very well organised and well thought 
out. The organisers were very clever with the activities we did to bring 
all of us closer together, and it breaks my heart knowing it will be the 
last time I see some of them. The organisers were very educational and 
taught us a lot about filmmaking, and now I can’t watch a movie the 
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same again without analysing how they got that shot. I’m really grateful 
for this opportunity and hope there will be more to come." 
 
Abubaker:  
"The S.H.O.T. project in Italy was truly a breath of fresh air; it literally 
took us to Cassa Nazareth, an old monastery in the middle of the 
woods, where there was practically no service, which means that we 
didn’t have access to the internet. 
And honestly, by the end, I was glad about that. With nothing around us 
and a lack of outside information, we developed such strong friendships 
and quickly became our own little commune. The experience of making 
a movie was one I always wished for but didn’t know if I could, but 
Federico and Marco, the organisers of this exchange, pushed us and 
put so much faith in us that we can really do anything, and it was their 
confidence that led me to discover I can make a movie, and for that I 
will forever be grateful." 
 
Aishling: 
"This was the first experience of Erasmus for me, and after this, I have 
to go on more. This was one of the most rewarding and enlightening 
experiences I’ve had to foster my creativity. I learned so much about 
myself through others and discovered my underground talents. 
What I enjoyed the most was the people. Everyone made an effort to 
make each other comfortable and supported. It was the perfect 
environment for creating and sharing ideas. I  really bonded with the 
group of people that I spent this time with, and many of us have agreed 
to work with each other in the future and to visit each other in our 
countries. 
I find it hard to find the words for this experience because it was such a 
unique thing, and it was incredible to see the movie we created on and 
off-screen. I will cherish this time and the memories I have made from 
this for the rest of my life, and I know I will take pieces of everyone with 
me going on. I am so grateful to have had this experience; it truly was 
invaluable."  
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When Compass Meets Theatre: we are looking for 
participants for this training course in A Guarda 
(Spain) 
 
When COMPASS Meets Theatre is a training course that is being run 
by FOCO, our partners in A Guarda, Spain. The project is funded by the 
European Union. We are looking for one participant to join the Crooked 
House team who will take part in this project. 
In this training course FOCO are teaming up with the Council of 
Europe to deliver a programme focused on human rights. We will better 
understand human rights education, learn about the tools presented in 
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the Compass - Manual for Human Rights Education with Young 
People and explore how to deliver and develop theatre programmes. 
 
The MAIN OBJECTIVE of this activity is to provide theatre facilitators 
with practical tools to deliver theatre programmes focused on human 
rights for young people.  
This project aims to train cultural youth workers and theatre facilitators 
actively working with young people: 4 cultural youth workers / theatre 
facilitators per partner organisation. 
 
DATES AND VENUE: 9th to 16nd of June 2025 (travel dates included), 
A Guarda, Spain.  
ACCOMMODATION: We will be accommodated at the Vila de A 
Guarda hotel, in double rooms: https://hotelviladaguarda.com/&nbsp  
 
The organisations involved in supporting facilitators to attend are: 
• FOCO (A Guarda, Spain) – Coordinator: https://focoeuropa.com  
• Calypso – Il teatro per il Sociale (Pavia, Italy): 
http://teatrocalypso.it/germinazioni/index.html&nbsp  
• Crooked House Theatre Company (Newbridge, Ireland): 
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/&nbsp  
• Novus Theatre Ensemble (Athens, Greece): 
https://www.instagram.com/novus_theatre_ensemble/&nbsp  
 
DRAFT PROGRAMME:  
9th of June: Arrival of participants  
10th of June: Morning - Introduction and integration. Afternoon - About 
human rights education. 
11th of June: Morning - Presentation of the Compass (with a rep. of the 
COE). Afternoon - Exploring the tools in the Compass. 
12th of June: Morning - Theatre and human rights I – tools and 
activities. Afternoon - Theatre and human rights II – devising and 
creating theatre. 
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13th of June: Morning - Preparation: developing a theatre workshop on 
human rights. Afternoon - Cultural visit.  
14th of June: Morning - Practical work: implementing the theatre 
workshops on human rights. Afternoon - Practical work: implementing 
the theatre workshops on human rights. 
15th of June: Morning - Transferring what we learnt to our practices. 
Afternoon - Evaluation and YouthPass. Goodbyes.  
10th of June: Departure of participants. 
 
The training will be delivered by Juan Escalona Corral and María 
González Flores. 
To apply as a Crooked House participant you need to be working with 
young people in the field of drama facilitation, and be over 18. No upper 
age applies. 
All costs (travel, accommodation and food) are paid for by the 
Erasmus+ programme. 
 
Please complete the following Google Form in order to be considered. 
Closing date for applications is Monday 18th May 2026. 
 

Click here to apply!  
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Youth Theatre Connects: a wonderful exchange 
between Kildare Youth Theatre and Clare Youth 
Theatre supported by Youth Theatre Ireland 
 
During the last few months, Kildare Youth Theatre and Clare Youth 
Theatre have been in contact to exchange workshops and get to know 
each other through theatre as part of Youth Theatre Connects project. 
Supported by Youth Theatre Ireland, this exchange aims to bring youth 
theatres together, share their work, and create new connections. 
 
10 members of Kildare Youth Theatre travelled to Ennis to attend a 
site-specific performance by Clare Youth Theatre, and Clare Youth 
Theatre came to see the Connections performance performed by 
Kildare Youth Theatre in Newbridge last March. In April, 10 members of 
Clare Youth Theatre once again travelled to Newbridge for a day of skills 
workshops and meetings facilitated by the facilitators of Crooked House 
Theatre Company, sharing the joy of theatre together. 
It was a day full of joy, laughter, and emotion. The workshops were held 
in the Patrician Primary School. The day consisted of a whole group 
workshop by Peter Hussey to begin. 
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This was followed by two workshops from Elliot Nolan (devising) and 
Xeni Vassilakis (on body percussion). 
On 9th May, Kildare Youth Theatre will travel once again to Ennis to take 
part in a day of drama workshops organised by Clare Youth Theatre in 
return. 
 
This project has already created wonderful connections between the 
two groups, and Crooked House is very proud and excited to see it 
continue. 
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Resonance: youth exchange in Lugo, Spain 
 
We brought 4 young people to a theatre-based exchange in the city of 
Lugo over the Easter holidays. The exchange was called Resonance. It 
was organised by our Spanish partners, FOCO. 
The project brought together young artists from different parts of 
Europe to use theatre to reflect on how gender is constructed in society 
and how the far right is using a discourse to attack women’s and 
LGBTQIA+ people’s rights to promote their monolithic idea of gender, 
relationships and family. 
 
Resonance took place in the Galician city of Lugo, renowned for its 
historical heritage, its Roman Wall, declared a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and its privileged natural surroundings and cultural activities.
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The core of the programme was divided into two parts: 
 

●​ Morning workshops: these workshops were about different theatre 
techniques. Participants rotated in small groups through these 
workshops. 

●​ Afternoon devising sessions: Participants were divided and each 
group created a short piece exploring the issues of the project. 

 
Elliot Nolan, our young artist from Crooked House, was one of the 
workshop facilitators and the leader of the participants from Ireland. 
Resonance was funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European 
Union. 
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Le Chéile project successful performances: 
performances from Houselights and Women’s Shed 
groups 
 
On Friday, 1st May, we celebrated Bealtaine with two wonderful 
performances from our community theatre groups, Houselights and 
Newbridge Women’s Sheds. The performances were in Riverbank Arts 
Centre and were attended by 71 audience members. 
 
The plays were devised by the 
groups (which are composed 
of 6 to 10 women) and 
directed by professional drama 
facilitators. Martina Smith, 
assisted by Mary LInehan, 
guided and shaped 
Houselight’s first show, What 
We Carry. 
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This was a compilation of short scenes from family life, friendship, and 
memory, interspersed with touching monologues about memory and 
nostalgia. 
Yassine Barkaoui, assisted by Giulia Bosco, directed the Women’s Shed 
in Too Good to be True, a comic tale of family dynamics and exploitation 
in later life. 
Soprano Ursula Conlan and musician Harry Carpenter provided music 
and song between each show, while Nicola Hennessy helped on stage. 
This project is part of Le Chéile - theatre in adult education. It is 
funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European Union. We are 
partnering with FOCO in Spain to deliver drama workshops for older 
adults in our communities. Read more about the project here: 
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/le-cheile-theatre-in-adult-educatio
n/  
 
If anyone would like to join the Houselights group please do so. It is free 
and all are welcome if you are over 55. We will begin again in 
September 28th from 10.00am to 12 noon in Newbridge. 
 
Please email us at info@crookedhouse.ie to express interest. 
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Acting workshops in Athens: our Artistic Director 
met the students of the Higher School of Dramatic 
Arts and of Theatrou 100 Acting School 
 
Peter Hussey, our Artistic Director, gave a workshop on verbatim theatre 
making to the third-year students of the Higher School of Dramatic Arts 
in the prestigious Athens Conservatoire on Wednesday 8th April. 
 
The workshop explored some of the ethical elements and practical 
considerations of making verbatim. We used a series of collaborative 
tasks and activities that emphasised extrospection and critical 
observation as tools to explore acting in this milieu. It was at the 
invitation of theatre-maker and dramaturg Georgina Kakoudaki who 
lectures there. 
Thank you to the staff of Athens Conservatoire for their kind 
hospitality. 
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Earlier, on 3rd April, Peter was invited to give a workshop to acting 
students at Theatrou 100 Acting School. 
We worked on understanding some of the neurology and psychology of 
acting in ensembles, before exploring some ethics and principles of 
verbatim theatre as practiced by Crooked House. 
We are grateful to the school and to Georgina Kakoudaki for the 
invitation. 

To find out more about this lovely space 
visit:https://sxoli-theatrou.gr/en/drama-school/  

 
Crooked House makes theatre with a wide network of theatre 
companies and institutions around the world. We are very pleased to 
add the Athens Conservatoire and Theatrou 100  to our list and we look 
forward to developing a fruitful relationship in the future. 
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Elevate Workshops in Enniscorthy come to a close: 
our drama project with young people in Elevate 
finishes in May 
 
We have just concluded a 12 workshop programme with young people 
in Enniscorthy, County Wexford.  
The drama programme was part of Wexford Local Development’s 
Elevate project, which works over several years with the same group of 
young people, supporting their educational and personal development. 
As part of this. WLD commissioned Crooked House to run a drama 
programme with one of the groups who are aged 14 and 15. 
We began in February and ran the project every Thursday in the Astro 
Centre in Enniscorthy. Yakup Bas facilitated, assisted by Yassine 
Barkaoui. There were 12 young people on the programme. The project 
explored various topics and themes, all of which emerged from the 
participants. There were drama sessions on gender, social media, 
substance use in school, peer pressure. and also on celebrating identity 
and achievement. 
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Yakup said that:​
“The young people are very open. They are honest and genuine. They 
share their thoughts and perspectives easily. It was very interesting for 
us to see the difference in themes between young people in 
Enniscoirthy and Newbridge. Thet share different perspectives about 
their home towns. Wer really enjoyed working with them and we hope 
that we will be able to collaborate again next year.” 
 
Elevate was hugely supported by Diamuid Doolan from Wexford Local 
Development. We are very grateful for his help and assistance, and for 
the support from Maeve O’ Byrne of WLD, in running this programme.  
 
You can find out more about Elevate here: 
https://wld.ie/programmes/children-and-young-people/  
 
If your organisation would like Crooked House to run similar workshops 
please check out what we do by visiting our Outreach page: 
https://www.crookedhouse.ie/outreach/  
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Follow us on 

Facebook: Crooked House Theatre Company 

Instagram: @crookedhousetheatrecompany​

​

 

​
 
 

Copyright (C) 2025 Crooked House Theatre Company. All rights 
reserved. 

 
Our mailing address is: 

 
Crooked House Theatre Company Unit 5, George s Street Newbridge, 

County Kildare W12XH73 Ireland 
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