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We were very happy to be in the lovely Galician city of Lugo in Spain from 17th

to 24th May where we ran a youth exchange project called Agóid.

Agóid is Gaeilge for 'protest' or 'challenge'. This project brings together 30+

young people aged 18 to 30 to explore how we can use theatre to amplify our

concerns publicly, and to protest against injustices that we see in the European

Union, especially in relation to the EU's recent policy changes on immigration.

We are working with our close partners FOCO who helped us find

accommodation, healthy and wholesome food, and logistics in Lugo (in the

municipal youth hostel Lug2). We are joined by another long-term partner from

Athens, Novus Theatre Ensemble and our new partners from Seville in

Spain, TNT Atalya.

Crooked House brought 6 young people (from Kildare and Carlow) along with

Artistic Director, Peter Hussey, to the project.

https://www.instagram.com/focoeuropa/
https://www.instagram.com/novus_theatre_ensemble/
https://www.instagram.com/tntatalaya/


Updates from Carlow Youth Theatre: lots

of events planned ahead

The youth exchange involves workshops in singing protest songs; using verbatim

theatre to help the politically voice-less be heard; building on the techniques of

Meyerhold and Laban to choreograph groups into movement that can be seen

and appreciated from a distance; and using large-scale commedia to project

energy at the audience.

The project is part of Crooked House’s work in applied theatre, always seeking to

find ways of bringing theatre-making into the conversations we have about

social issues, injustices, colonisation, and marginalisation. It is supported by the

Erasmus+ programme of the European Union.

Crooked House manages and runs Carlow Youth Theatre. We have a busy

summer ahead with several events planned. If anyone would like to find out

more about CYT please email Yakup Bas on yakup.crookedhouse.ie 



 

Workshops Concluded

In May, Carlow Youth Theatre completed its regular workshop programme and

began preparations for several major projects taking place over the coming year.

Our regular workshops finished on 18th May. Regular Carlow Youth Theatre

workshops will begin again in the second week of September. Graham Butler

Breen will lead the regular workshops with both the junior and senior groups.

 

Summer Project

During the same week, on 20th May, rehearsals began for the Summer Project.

The project includes 11 young participants who are currently developing a

devised performance together. 

The Summer Project is being directed by Graham Butler Breen, with support

from Chloé Martin and Thabiso Malete throughout the rehearsal process. The

final performance will take place in VISUAL Arts Centre on 1st August at

8:00 pm.

Graham Butler Breen is an award-winning and multi-nominated Irish director,

theatre maker, and performer based in Ireland and the UK. He graduated from

the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) in London with a Master’s Degree

in Theatre Lab. He also holds a Bachelor’s Honours Degree in English with

Drama from University College Dublin (UCD). He was a member of Kildare

Youth Theatre and is now part of the Crooked House team.

 

Theatre Trip

On 20th May, participants involved in the Summer Project attended a

performance of Grace by Jody O’Neill, featuring Bryan Burroughs, at VISUAL.

VISUAL supported the group by providing free tickets for participants. The

young people found the performance very engaging and inspiring.

NT Connections Application

We are also planning to run a Connections play project with Carlow Youth

Theatre. Rehearsals for Connections 2027 will begin in the third week of

September. Performances are scheduled to take place in VISUAL on 20th and

21st March at 8:00 pm. The Connections play will be directed by Yakup Bas.



KARE performance: finishing a year’s

collaboration with a showcase

 

Cruinniú na nÓg

We are currently completing the final preparations for Cruinniú na nÓg. We

invite young people from Carlow Youth Theatre to take part in a free workshop

day in Carlow College on 6th June. 

 

At present, 5 participants from Carlow Youth Theatre and 7 participants from

Kildare Youth Theatre have confirmed involvement in the project. We invite

more from each youth theatre to get in touch if they would like to take part in

this one day workshop.

After months of preparation, a Kare/Crooked House drama collaboration took to

the stage on Monday, 11th May with a showcase performance in Ryston,

Newbridge.

The group has been taking part in weekly workshops with Crooked House

Theatre Company since January, learning how to work together in a creative

space, build stories, recognise emotions in performance, and develop their skills

in front of an audience. Monday's showcase brought it all together as their grand

finale.

Some of the actors have also been working towards their QQI Level 2 Drama

Award, which they have now completed by taking part in the showcase

performance.



Le Chéile Intergenerational Workshop: one

day drama workshop for all ages on

Saturday 20th June

This project was supported by Kare's Local Impact Fund, which makes

funding available for new ideas and initiatives across the organisation.

The project was facilitated by Yassine Barkaoui and Giulia Bosco. Logistics and

practical support came from Giovanni Borsari, Yakup bas and Thabiso Malete.

The KARE drama project will resume in September.

Join us for a one-day drama workshop in Crooked House studio on Saturday,

20th June. The workshop is intergenerational - that means we aim to involve

young people (aged 14 to 20) and older people (aged over 50) in a day long



event.

The workshop celebrates the Le Chéile project. This is an Erasmus+ adult

education drama project in which we have worked with two groups of adults

since September 2025. The two groups were Houselights and Newbridge

Women’s Shed. They came together to present a showcase of their work in

Riverbank Arts Centre on 1st May. Attended by 71 audience members the women

performed personal stories, comic sketches, character portraits and scenes that

shared their unique perspectives on life in Newbridge.

Now they will take part in this upcoming workshop. We invite anyone aged over

50 who would like to get a taster of what these drama groups are about to join us

for the day. 

The day will involve:

11.00am - 1.00pm. A drama workshop with Peter Hussey, using short

creative activities

1.00pm to 2.00pm. A light lunch provided (probably in Bradbury's as it is

close)

2.00pm to 3.00pm. Creating short monologues or scenes about young

people you admire (while they create the same about older people they

admire)

4.00pm. We perform them for a small audience of invited friends and

family.

The purpose of the workshop is to bring generations closer, as we believe that we

are quite separated from people of other generations unless we are caring for

them (our elderly or our children/grandchildren). The project will use theatre to

uplift and share positive perspectives from each generation about the other.

If any one from Kildare Youth Theatre would like to take part please email

info@crookedhouse.ie

Likewise, if there are adults who would like to join us, email us with your name

and expression of interest.



Children’s Workshops: concluding our

Crooked Mice and Primary School

Workshops

Led by Xeni Vassilaki, Crooked House successfully completed another exciting

year of theatre workshops for young children through both the Crooked Mice

programme and a month-long collaboration with St. Patrick’s Primary School in

Newbridge.

With great success, Crooked Mice, our youngest theatre group for children aged

6–11, completed its second year. The third cycle of the workshop will come to an

end on Tuesday 9th June, marking another wonderful season of creativity,

imagination, and theatrical exploration for our young participants.

Alongside this programme, we also delivered weekly workshops for second and

third class students at St. Patrick’s Primary School. Through both experiences,

we once again confirmed how important these early ages are for children to

come into contact with theatre, develop their creativity, build confidence, and

strengthen their communication and collaborative skills.

As part of the Crooked Mice workshop, the children worked together on a

performance inspired by Alice in Wonderland. Throughout the process, they had

the opportunity to explore the characters and story of the play, contribute their

own creative ideas, and develop their acting and performance skills in a



Stepping Into Leadership: a two-year

training programme for young leaders

aged 15 to 17

supportive and playful environment.

We are incredibly proud of everything the children achieved this year and are

already looking forward to welcoming them back for the third year of the

workshop next season.

We have secured funding from Léargas (from the Erasmus+ Programme

for Youth) to run a two-year programme for 15 to 17 years old in creative

leadership training.

 

Why this project?



Stepping Into Leadership (SIL) is a creative and practical leadership

development programme for teenagers aged 15 to 17. This age group are usually

involved as dependent participants in organisations (both formal and non-

formal) where many key decisions about their involvement are made by older

people in their environments. SIL aims to start them on the journey of exploring

what leadership means, what skills and attributes are useful to have, and how

young leaders can create, plan, implement and evaluate projects on their own.

The project is a partnership between FOCO (Spain) and Crooked House

(Ireland). We will use creative methods in workshops to explore theoretical and

practical aspects of leadership.

 

Participants

We are opening the call for participants to take part in this project. If you are

selected, you will take part in one monthly meeting with the SIL Project Leader.

At this meeting you will begin training, based on creative and practical exercises,

to develop leadership and organisational skills.

There will be only 5 participants selected. We aim to mix members of Kildare

Youth Theatre and Carlow Youth Theatre in this project.

You need to be interested in developing skills of leadership and project

organisation. You should be able to attend all the workshops (which will be

arranged at times to suit you, the participants).

What will participants do?

They will have one monthly meeting to train in and explore leadership, event

management, and organisation. These will be over the period of two years.

They will attend three online workshops with the group from Spain. They will

develop, with the Project Leader, a resource Handbook will share creative ways

to develop leadership abilities in the younger age groups.

They will organise three public events for young people in our community.

We will also conduct 2 mobilities that the group of young people will plan and

implement with the help of the organisations. Only those who attend all

workshops can take part in the mobilities.

Dates

Applicants must complete the application form linked below before Monday

22nd June. Applicants may be interviewed. Participants will be selected before

the 30th June.

The project will begin in July.

If you need further information, please email info@crookedhouse.ie

Click here to apply!

https://forms.gle/ahqG48VMuk2DMnmB6


EPIPA free performances: everyone is

welcome to attend

We are delighted to share exciting updates from EPIPA (Empowerment

Through Performance), our ongoing project that brings together people with

and without disabilities through drama and creativity.

Facilitated by Calvin Magee and supported by project researcher Alison

Hollinshead, EPIPA workshops take place every second Friday, creating an

inclusive and supportive space where participants collaborate, share

experiences, and develop their voices through performance.

This month, the EPIPA group will present an interactive Theatre of the

Oppressed performance exploring themes of ableism, language, and inclusivity.

Through two original short scenes, audiences will be invited not only to watch,

but also to actively participate, reflect, and engage in the conversation. The

performance is designed to challenge perspectives, encourage dialogue, and

inspire collective problem-solving around issues of accessibility and inclusion.

The performance and the discussion will run for approximately one and a half

hours and are free to attend.

Performance Dates

We are excited to announce two performances on Friday 26th June:



11:00 AM – Town Hall, Newbridge. 

Address: Main St, Greatconnell, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, Ireland

5:30 PM – McAuley Place, Naas. 

Address: Sallins Rd, Naas West, Naas, Co. Kildare, W91 D62E, Ireland

A third performance date will be announced soon. For enquiries about upcoming

performances, please contact: info@crookedhouse.ie

As this is a free event, everyone is welcome to attend.

To book your ticket, please contact: info@crookedhouse.ie or

yassine.crookedhouse@gmail.com

Creative Team

Director: Calvin Magee

Researcher: Alison Hollinshead

Assistants: Makis Nanos , Aliki Klapadaki, Xeni Vassilaki

Cast: Xeni Vassilaki, Guilia Bosco, Kenny Delahunt,

Pauline Dunne, Lucy Corcoran, Erin O’Brien, and Makis Nanos

What is EPIPA?

EPIPA – Empowerment Through Performance explores the impact of Forum

Theatre on the development of advocacy skills and sense of self in young people

living with disabilities.

Forum Theatre is a participatory theatre practice developed by Augusto Boal,

encouraging audiences to engage directly with performances through reflection,

dialogue, and collaborative problem-solving. Over the course of one and a half

years, 30 young people across three European partner organisations in Italy,

Hungary, and Ireland, including Crooked House Theatre Company, participated

in drama workshops every two weeks in their own countries. These workshops

culminate in forum theatre performances inspired by participants’ lived

experiences.

Alongside the artistic work, EPIPA includes a research process documenting the

impact of participation on both the young people involved and their audiences.



New volunteers: welcome Thabiso

The findings will contribute to broader conversations about social inclusion,

self-advocacy, and challenging ableist attitudes in society.

This important initiative is funded by Erasmus+, the European Union’s

flagship programme supporting education, training, youth, and sport through

international collaboration and innovation.

We are incredibly excited for what lies ahead and look forward to sharing this

powerful work with our communities.

"Hi everyone, my name is Thabiso Malete. I’ll be volunteering with Crooked

House from May to July. As someone who grew up in this theatre and someone

from Newbridge, it means a lot that I can contribute to an organisation that gave

me so much in my adolescence and continues to give to the local area. I enjoy

working with groups of all backgrounds and have performed in a few shows in

the Riverbank thanks to my time at Crooked House. Looking forward to this

summer of Volunteering."



CUIMSIÚ Training Project in Isparta,

Turkiye

: call for Irish-based participants

Crooked House is very happy to be organising a return to Isparta, Turkiye

to our good partners Suleyman Demirel University. We are running,

for the fourth year in a row, a training course in Suleyman Demirel

University in Isparta, Turkey from Saturday 25th July (travel day) to

Saturday 1st August (return day).

The programme explores how we can use theatre to help integrate young

migrants to our communities, and to raise positive awareness about

immigration. Cuimsiú is a word in Gaeilge that means inclusion. We are

interested to share our experience and to learn from other international

partner’s experiences in working with young migrants aged 14 to 30. We

want to explore how best we can use theatre methods to work with people

who have arrived into our countries. We would like to use drama as a way to

help them integrate.

Participants

This is an Erasmus+ training programme for cultural youth workers,

theatre-makers and educators. Participants should either

a. be working in some capacity with young migrants, or

b. be very interested in learning how to use drama to work with young

migrants in order to promote integration.

c. Alternatively, you may be a young migrant yourself. You must be

legally based in Ireland.

 

There is no upper age limit for participants, but they should be at least 18

years old.

Activities

The training will focus on movement-based theatre activities that can be

used with people who do not speak the language of the country to which

they have migrated. So, participants can expect to do workshops in Laban



techniques, Meyerhold techniques, Viewpoints, and other physical theatre

practices. This training will be offered by artists from Crooked House and

some of the partner organisations.

 

The training timetable will be finalised once we know who the partners are

and we explore what they can bring to the project.

Insurance

Insurance cover for health and personal effects is the responsibility of the

individual participant. It is mandatory that all participants are insured. The

European Health Insurance Card does not apply to Türkiye so participants

must take out travel and health insurance at home. There are several short-

term trip insurance companies online and it is not so expensive.

To Apply

Please complete the form attached here on Google Drive if you wish to be

considered as a participants on this project. 

Please apply before Friday 19th June.

Click here to apply

as a participant

Workshop and Programme Facilitators

If someone, suitably trained and experienced wishes to offer a morning

workshop on an afternoon devising programme, please fill in the form

below in English.

They should do this before 19th June. After that date we will select

people to offer training. Bear in mind that not everyone who applies will be

selected to offer training.

 

There is a rate of payment for artists or youth workers who are selected to

offer training. This is €35 per hour for a single facilitator offering the

training on their own. If a pair of facilitators wish to cofacilitate the rate is

€17.50 per hour per facilitator. Travel, food and accommodation are also

funded by the budget.

 

They will be paid when they complete a simple Invoice Form claiming the

payment from Crooked House.

Click here to apply

as a facilitator

https://forms.gle/QjTKSNdJ943wV9Ba8
https://forms.gle/mHA7njXMqCHVELQR6
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