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Carlow Youth Theatre performance: 1st

August in Visual Arts Centre



Carlow Youth Theatre present their annual show, A Youth Theatre in Search
of...Something?

VISUAL Arts Centre, Carlow, Saturday 1st August 2026, 8.00pm.
Tickets at €10 can be booked by phone - Tel: 059 9172400 or email:
boxoffice@visualcarlow.ie

Visual, Carlow is at Eircode: Rg3 A3Ki.

Taking inspiration from Pirandello's "Six Characters in Search of an Author" and
in response to some plays written for young people, this newly devised theatre
performance aims to explore what it is the young people of Carlow actually care
for. Maybe it is political, maybe it is environmental. Maybe it is sociological,
maybe it is philosophical. Or perhaps it is fun, unadulterated joy onstage for a
short pocket of time.

The group have experimented with post-dramatic performance, episodic
presentation and other non-traditional forms of making theatre with their
director, Graham Butler Breen. The assistant director is Chloe Martin. The cast
are Daniel Berzina, Fallon Dunne, Kyle Doyle Balfe, Belle Harris, Sean Heaney,
Smilte Marcinonyte, {de Nolan, Aaron O'Reilly and Glenn O'Reilly.

Carlow Youth Theatre is managed by Crooked House Theatre and funded by
Carlow County Council Arts Service.




Would you like to volunteer with us?
We are looking for one Irish-based
volunteer

Crooked House is looking for an in-country volunteer (that is, an Irish-based
volunteer who is legally resident in Ireland). The volunteer will be supported by
the European Solidarity Corps Programme. The right person would like to
receive comprehensive training in drama facilitation in return for supporting our
applied theatre projects.

The volunteer works alongside international volunteers and receives €450 per
month expenses (plus travel expenses). The monthly allowance of €450 is to
cover participation (food, pocket money). Training is provided free.

The volunteering programme will run in Newbridge, Ireland with Crooked
House Theatre Company.

For further information on tasks go to our website:
http://www.crookedhouse.ie/european-solidarity-corps/

Please note:

o Itis an eight month volunteering programme, from 1 October 2026 to 31
May 2027.

o The general ESC programme is for those aged 23 to 30 but for in-country
volunteers you can be aged between 18 and 30.

o You must be involved in theatre-making in a meaningful capacity (either as
an actor, a member of a youth theatre, have studied theatre, etc) or in arts
or cultural management and administration.

o Itis a 20 to 35 hour volunteering commitment, depending on timetables
and projects.

o The deadline to receive applications is Monday, 3rd August 2026 at
midnight (Dublin time).

o You must be legally resident in Ireland. You do not have to be Irish but you
need to have a legal residency here.

If you are unsure about this please email info@crookedhouse.ie and we can
arrange an informal video chat.

Click here to apply
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Call for participants for youth exchange in
September/October: young people aged 18
to 25

We are very happy to offer a new youth exchange programme called Ditchas
(Hope).

It will be from Sunday, 27th September (travel day) to Sunday 4th
October (return home day). Dichas is for 18 to 25 year olds who are interested
in using theatre to explore how we can promote environmental preservation,
awareness and action in a creative way.

Driichas will bring together 7 international youth theatres who each send 5 young
people and one leader to the exchange.

During the 6 days of workshops we will explore how we can use theatre
techniques like site-specific performances, devising, choral movement, dance,
and voice work to create engaging performances for the public that share our
hopes and suggestions for climate action. Young people participating in the
project should be interested in using drama in their places of study, work or
residence to share messages that inspire other members of the public to become
interested in doing something positive about our damaging behaviour as a
species.

Workshops will be proposed by our partners. They will send theatre artists who
will share their skills and methods with the young participants. Every morning
there will be a different workshop to enjoy (such as group singing and chanting,
mask work, choral movement, etc). In the afternoons, participants will form



working groups to devise a piece of theatre on the project’s theme that will be
staged for the rest of the participants and an invited local audience on the final
day.

Throughout there will be opportunities to connect with and make new friends

with young people from the EU who share ideas and concerns. There will be
social opportunities and time to enjoy the city of Lugo.

Accommodation will be in the Lug2 hostel - https://lug2hostel.com/gl/
Participants will share rooms with up to 4 others of the same gender. The single
beds are comfortable and clean. Showers and toilets are either en suite or
shared. All meals are hearty and nutritious and are provided in the hostel. There
are workshop spaces in the hostel.

We are looking for 5 young people to be supported by leaders from Crooked
House to take part in this youth exchange.
Young people must:

o have an up-to-date EHIC card for health insurance. It is free and can be
applied for here: https://wwwz2.hse.ie/services/schemes-
allowances/ehic/apply/

o a passport that will not expire before the end of March 2027

o be able to take part in all of the days of the exchange. It will not be possible
to join later or leave earlier.

o be willing to share rooms with others

o be willing to socially engage during workshops and the programme in
general

o have some experience or a strong interest in theatre-making (these days
are intensive and can be tiring so stamina is needed)

o have permission, if required, not to be in school, college or work for the
duration of the exchange.

You do not need to be in Kildare Youth Theatre or Carlow Youth Theatre in
order to apply, but priority will be given to members of these youth theatres.
Leaders will be organising the travel, meetings with partners and guardians,
preparatory meetings with the group, collecting all relevant information (dietary


https://lug2hostel.com/gl/
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/ehic/apply/
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/ehic/apply/

and medical information, for example), and supporting the participation of the
young people in the project. They will travel with the group and supervise them
while away.

Please apply before 7th August. Late applications will be considered but they
will be placed on a Waiting List in case one of the selected people cannot go, or
in case we have extra spaces.

Click here to apply (make sure to
write the name of the project -
Duchas)

Preview of Youth Theatre projects in 2026-

2027: join Kildare Youth Theatre for more

Some of our planned projects for 2026 - 2027 include:

o National Theatre UK Connections play. This is a new play provided
by the National Theatre in London for young people to perform. It will be
directed by Aliki Klapadaki (you can find out about Aliki on the People
section of our website). Auditions for the Connections play will be in
September. Rehearsals will be weekly on Wednesday evenings and the
performances will be in Riverbank Arts Centre in March 2027. It will travel
to the Lyric Theatre, Belfast for a weekend in April 2027. Details will be
emailed to members in advance, posted on our Instagram page, and


https://forms.gle/Q1etubNEJYnYA5pbA

included in September's newsletter.

o Hamlet by William Shakespeare. Auditions will be in September.
Rehearsals will be on a week-day night and on Sunday afternoons. The
performances will be in May in Riverbank. Details will be emailed to
members in advance, posted on our Instagram page, and included in
September's newsletter.

o Dogstar, devised by the company. Originally this exciting project was
intended for young people who come from ethnically diverse backgrounds,
but we have now expanded the criteria to include anyone in the youth
theatre aged 14 to 19. Here is where you can apply to take part in
the project: https://forms.gle/ GLLEMM7Mu4YALNRuy
Dogstar is the name we have given to this new project, which will see us
work together to make a brand new piece of theatre. We will meet once a
week (at a time that suits most or all of the people who have signed up for
the project) and work with three different artists to create the play. One
will be Peter Hussey, who will introduce us to verbatim theatre (and how
to research and use it). Another will be Cormac Dowdall, a sound designer
and musician who will create new music and soundscapes for the project.
And the Project Manager and main facilitator will be Graham Butler
Breen. Dogstar will research and explore young people's relationships with
their fathers or father-figures. The performers will interview their
father/father-figures and use the recorded material to make much of the
performance that we will see. It will be combined with monologues,
movement, music and scenes to make an original piece of theatre.
Dogstar will begin in late September so make sure to apply now.

o The Museum of Local Happiness. Create site-specific theatre around
Newbridge from September to December 2026. Information here on our
website: https://www.crookedhouse.ie/project/the-museum-of-local-
happiness/

Other projects and youth exchanges will be announced in due course.

For further information about any of the above please contact Yakup Bas,
Director of Kildare Youth Theatre on yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com after 5th
August or Peter Hussey (Artistic Director of Crooked House) on
info@crookedhouse.ie


https://forms.gle/GLLEMM7Mu4YALNRu7
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Join Houselights for Adult Drama in
September: Mondays, 10.00am to 12.00pm

Houselights is a collaboration between Riverbank Arts Centre and Crooked
House in Newbridge. It is a theatre devising project where adults who are aged
60 and over get to take part in a community drama projects with like-minded
people.

We started in October 2025 with 6 women, building to 10 in May 2026 when we
staged a play devised and created by the group in the Riverbank Arts Centre.
Over the course of a year the group worked with, at first Peter Hussey and
Mary Linehan, and then with Martina Smith, to develop scenes around the
theme of ‘what we carry’. The resulting performance was paired with one from
Newbridge Women’s Shed on 1st may to a full and appreciative audience.



Houselights returns for 2026 on Monday 28th September. Workshops are
upstairs in Crooked House on George’s Street, Newbridge - W12XH73.

Martina Smith will be back as the facilitator. Martina is a professional Actor and
Drama Facilitator who holds an MA in Drama and has worked in Ireland, the UK
and Spain on several films and theatre over the years.

Participation is free because it is part of a project supported by the Erasmus+
Adult Education programme of the EU called Le Chéile. Le Chéile is a
collaboration between Crooked House and FOCO, a theatre in Galicia in Spain.
In May or June of 2027 we will bring participants from Houselights (along with
participants from our Women’s Shed project) to A Guarda in Spain for a cultural
exchange with older people there for a week. The trip will be funded by the
Erasmus+ programme. It will be open to people only who took part for most of
the Houselights or Women’s Shed drama workshops from September 2026 to
May 2027.

If you know anyone who might like to try this out, please send this information
to them.

Directing Workshop with DSS in
July: Dublin Shakespeare Society

workshop

Our Artistic Director was invited to give a day-long directing workshop to the
Dublin Shakespeare Society in Parnell Square on Saturday 4th June.



The workshop explored elements of neurology and performance, with exercises
and activities drawn from our work with Maynooth University’s Directing
for Theatre certificate. The group (pictured with Peter here) was really
wonderful, deeply engaged and a lot of fun to work with in the Teacher’s Club
(where Crooked House’s Kildare Youth Theatre performed Room Rage, a
version of Euripides' play, Hippolytus, in 2005 as part of the Dublin Fringe
Festival).

Grateful thanks to Brigis Sweeney for extending the invitation on behalf of the
company. Maynooth’s certificate in Directing for Theatre is open for
applications. Many students come from the amateur and community sector,
while others come from youth theatre and the university sectors. You do not
need any academic qualifications to enroll, only experience in theatre-making.
It is a Level 7 course (comparable in standard to one subject in a BA
undergraduate degree).

For details about this programme, send an email to info@crookedhouse.ie to
receive an Info Pack, or to Kay Loughlin in Maynooth University
(kay.loughlin@mu.ie) to enquire about fees and registration.

APPLICATION CLOSES ON 11th SEPTEMBER 2026 (early application is
advised to secure a place)

Course fee: € 1.450

Words in Action project, Longford:

showcase performances at the end of



workshop programme

We concluded a really special project with groups supported by Longford
Community Resources. During 8 weeks in the months of June and July,
Martina Smith, assisted by Thabiso Malete, facilitated the Words in Action
project.

The project aimed to improve the language skills and confidence of two groups:
Roma women from Slovakia, and Ukrainian migrants, both resident in the
Longford area. Hosted in the Longford EDI building, the project was developed
with Longford Community Resources with the aim of providing participants
with a fun and non-formal way of improving their English.

From the 3rd of June until the 22nd of July the two groups participated in
drama games and workshops facilitated by Martina Smith. Few of the
participants had any prior experience in drama but they quickly took to the
workshops and developed great relationships with the facilitators and each
other. The two groups also worked on devised pieces across the 8 weeks which
had to be primarily performed through the English language. This would have
seemed impossible prior to the project’s start, but through the hard work of
participants and facilitators, the two groups showcased original devisings.

During the first 7 weeks of workshops, the two groups remained separated as
each group had different schedules and approaches to learning. On the final day,
however, they came together to showcase their devised pieces to each other and
to a few family members. After an integration workshop the Roma group
performed their piece which was about the conflict faced by a young Roma
woman who is pressurised into getting married, and who really wants to pursue
education instead. The Ukrainians then performed two pieces, the first being
about a fake doctor with aspirations of being an actor and the second being
about a family outing gone wrong.

The performances were received well as was the experience as a whole. At the
project’s conclusion participants spoke of how it helped greatly with their
English confidence and emotional regulation.

This project was funded by the Collaboration and Innovation Fund
2026 by Adult Literacy for Life.

If any other community orgnaisation around the country would like to develop a
community drama project with us we can be reached on info@crookedhouse.ie




Crooked House at Sligo Youth
Theatre: Peter Hussey facilitated summer

project in SYT

Get out of our Heads was a three day workshop programme delivered by
Peter Hussey from Crooked House to members of Sligo Youth Theatre on
21st - 23rd July.

The workshops explored several facets of theatre-making. We began with
the development and practice of performance skills and attitudes (trying to
understand what happens to us when we perform in front of people we do
not know; what stage presence might look like and how to achieve it; what
collaboration means in practice; and how to avoid over-thinking situations,
problems and responses). We exploited making short monologues and
movement pieces based on the meaning of our names. Then we moved into
devising. Peter showed the group several techniques or structures for
devising theatre, looking at the different forms and styles that the group
came up with, and sharing small scenes based on their ideas, imagination
and experiences.

The participants, aged between 13 and 15, were eager, engaged and very
receptive to the modes of devising. The group of 12 were superbly supported
by Sligo Youth Theatre’s Elaine Hanson.



Kildare Youth Theatre workshops move to

Saturdays: returning back in September
12th

For years our youth theatre workshops were held in the evenings on week-
nights. This year, we will move all of them to a Saturday during the daytime.
Starting on Saturday, 12th September, Oberon, Touchstone and Caliban will run
on Saturdays.

Oberon is for 11 to 13 year olds. This is from 12.00pm to 2.00pm

Touchstone is for 14 to 16 year olds. It runs from 2.15pm to 4.15pm.

Caliban is for 17 to 19 year olds, running from 4.30pm to 6.30pm.

Young people can join at any time during the year. They, and their parents or
guardians, need to fill in and submit the membership form linked here:
https://forms.gle/ChkH28bLoJbHumYP8


https://forms.gle/ChkH28bLoJbHumYP8

This year we have a new facilitator. Graham Butler Breen is from Athgarvan. He
was a member of Kildare Youth Theatre when he was a teenager, before going to
UCD to do a degree in English Literature, and then to RADA in London to study
acting and theatre-making.

He is now a professional actor and director. Graham is also the Drama
Facilitator for Carlow Youth Theatre. He is the Project leader on our youth
theatre project Step Into Leadership, and the director of our new play, Dogstar.

Info at info@crookedhouse.ie

Unit 5, George s Street
W12 XH73,Newbridge
County Kildare
Ireland.




