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Duchas Youth Exchange, Spain: places

available for 18 to 25 year olds

There are still two places available on our international youth exchange
programme called Dichas (Hope). We are looking for applicants aged 18 to
25 for this project. All travel, food, accommodation and related costs are free
of charge as the project is funded by the Erasmus+ programme for youth.

It will be from Sunday, 27th September (travel day) to Friday 4th October
(return home day). Diichas is for 18 to 25 year olds who are interested in using
theatre to explore how we can promote environmental preservation, awareness
and action in a creative way.

Driichas will bring together 7 international youth theatres who each send 5 young
people and one leader to the exchange.

During the 6 days of workshops we will explore how we can use theatre
techniques like site-specific performances, devising, choral movement, dance,
and voice work to create engaging performances for the public that share our
hopes and suggestions for climate action. Young people participating in the
project should be interested in using drama in their places of study, work or
residence to share messages that inspire other members of the public to become
interested in doing something positive about our damaging behaviour as a
species.

Workshops will be proposed by our partners. They will send theatre artists who
will share their skills and methods with the young participants. Every morning
there will be a different workshop to enjoy (such as group singing and chanting,
mask work, choral movement, etc). In the afternoons, participants will form
working groups to devise a piece of theatre on the project’s theme that will be
staged for the rest of the participants and an invited local audience on the final
day.



Throughout there will be opportunities to connect with and make new friends
with young people from the EU who share ideas and concerns. There will be
social opportunities and time to enjoy the city of Lugo.

Accommodation will be in the Lug2 hostel -

https://lug2hostel.com/gl/ Participants will share rooms with up to 4 others of
the same gender. The single beds are comfortable and clean. Showers and toilets
are either en suite or shared. All meals are hearty and nutritious and are
provided in the hostel. There are workshop spaces in the hostel.

We are looking for 5 young people to be supported by leaders from
Crooked House to take part in this youth exchange. Young people must:

o have an up-to-date EHIC card for health insurance. It is free and can be
applied for here: https://wwwz2.hse.ie/services/schemes-
allowances/ehic/apply/

o a passport that will not expire before the end of March 2027

o be able to take part in all of the days of the exchange. It will not be possible
to join later or leave earlier

o be willing to share rooms with others

o be willing to socially engage during workshops and the programme in
general

o have some experience or a strong interest in theatre-making (these days
are intensive and can be tiring so stamina is needed)

o have permission, if required, not to be in school, college or work for the
duration of the exchange.

You do not need to be in Kildare Youth Theatre or Carlow Youth Theatre in
order to apply, but priority will be given to members of these youth theatres.
Leaders will be organising the travel, meetings with partners and guardians,
preparatory meetings with the group, collecting all relevant information (dietary
and medical information, for example), and supporting the participation of the
young people in the project. They will travel with the group and supervise them
while away.

To apply, fill in and submit the Google Form below (make sure to write the name

of the project - Diichas).



https://lug2hostel.com/gl/
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/ehic/apply/
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/ehic/apply/

Apply to join Dogstar - a verbatim theatre

project: calling 14 to 19 year olds for a
devised theatre project

Dogstar is a newly devised project which has been funded by the Arts Council
Young Ensemble’s Scheme looking at paternity, father figures and our
relationships with our fathers or male role-models. Over the course of a year, we
will meet once a week to explore, excavate and examine the relationships we
have with these figures in our lives; how they show up in our day to day lives and
what lasting impressions are left on a person by male figures.
We will do this in three ways:
1. excavating multicultural myths and the role of fathers in ancient texts,
2. exploring our own notions of how we relate to and see fatherhood in our
own lives,
3. examining how other people view, perceive and relate to fatherhood in
their own lives.

All of these elements will be distilled in the rehearsal room alongside Graham
Butler-Breen, the director of the performance. Together, we will also look
towards using elements of verbatim theatre to stage these ideas with Peter
Hussey. This is a style in which real people and their real words are seen, heard
and shared through a dramatic form. We will also work with Cormac Dowdall on
scenic and atmospheric soundscapes that will aid us in our explorations.

Dogstar will be performed June 2nd and 3rd in the Riverbank Arts Centre. For
more information, or to apply to be part of the project, please fill out the form



below or email grahambutlerbreen@gmail.com to express your interest.

We will be accepting applications until 5pm September 11th and will be
meeting for our first session on Tuesday 15th from 6-8pm.

Click here to apply

Audition for Hamlet: we are looking for

both young people and older people for this


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdioAUciv-Z7oJNkLWM_KvaQlVkEArHwNFUmIrOEZPAkostfg/viewform

KYT Community cast show

Young people (aged over 13), and community actors, are invited to apply to
take part in our next Shakespearean production, Hamlet. The production will
feature a mixed cast of young members of Kildare and Carlow Youth Theatres
and community performers. The young people (13 to 20 ish year olds) will
perform the roles of Hamlet, Ophelia, Horatio, Laertes, Rosencrantz,
Guildenstern, and Fortinbras. The older cast will perform the roles of Claudius,
Gertrude, Polonius, Voltemund, Cornelius, Ghost, Gravedigger 1 and the Priest.
The remaining roles can be played by either age.

Rehearsals will be on Wednesdays in Newbridge (Crooked House) from 6.30pm
to 8.30pm and on Sundays from 1.00pm to 4.30pm. There will be a detailed
Rehearsal Schedule devised in advance so every actor will know when they are
due in and when not. Not everyone will be needed each Wednesday or Sunday
(and there may be weeks before you are needed, especially if your character does
not appear frequently in the play).

The performances will be in Riverbank Arts Centre in Newbridge in May. The
get-in to the theatre will be on 10th May, with two performances every day at
11.00am and 7.00pm on Tuesday 11th May, Wednesday 12th May and Thursday
13th May. This will necessitate young people in school to take Monday -
Thursday off to do the play, and anyone at work to do likewise. The show is
usually well attended by schools in the daytime.

We have not yet finalized a director for the production. We will announce this
when we do. However, we still need to proceed with auditions. Auditions will
be on Sunday 13th and Sunday 20th September from 2.00pm to
4.00pm. At the audition, you will be given a short scene to stage with other
auditionees - it will be a workshop format. The scene will be very short and it
will be emailed to you beforehand using the address you provide.

Hamlet will be the main text in Leaving Cert English (for Higher and Ordinary
levels) in June 2028. We encourage any young person doing it to audition and
take part as it is by far the best way to know the play thoroughly (and also to
have fun). To give you a sense of possibility, you can take a look at our 2019
production on video here:

The trailer for the show: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mS2Ns1ItUMM
Act 3 Scene 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw5EQXwas1U

The full show: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZInCeuqXyQ

We also encourage any amateur, community or student actors who would like to
try out acting in a Shakespearean production to come along to the auditions too.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mS2Ns1ItUMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw5EQXwas1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZlnCeuqXyQ

Please complete the form
linked here to apply

NT Connections 2026-2027: auditions are

coming!

We are delighted to be part of National Theatre Connections for another
year!

This year, our NT Connections rehearsals for Kildare Youth Theatre will move
from Wednesdays to Thursdays, 18:00-21:00, beginning with our audition
workshop on Thursday, 24 September, from 18:00-21:00 at our studio:

Unit 5, George’s Street

Newbridge, County Kildare

W12 XH73, Ireland

The audition will be an open, fun and creative workshop for anyone aged 13-19
who is interested in taking part in the production. You do not need to have been
in Kildare Youth Theatre or any youth theatre beforehand, so it is open to


https://forms.gle/oDKs6LtWZsdWX7dP6

newcomers too.

In the audition workshop, we will use drama activities, improvisation and script
reading to get to know the participants and make our selection for this year's
cast. No previous theatre experience is required, and there is no cost to
participate. You can simply turn up and join us.

This year's production will be directed by Aliki Klapadaki, with support from our
international volunteers and student trainees. Rehearsals will then continue
every Thursday evening from 18:00-21:00.

As part of NT Connections, the production will have the opportunity to take part
in the NT Connections Festival at Lyric Theatre Belfast, our partner theatre. The

festival is due to take place on either 2-4 April or 9-11 April 2027.

We are looking forward to meeting everyone and getting started on another
exciting NT Connections journey!

See you on 24 September!

For more information, contact aliki.crookedhouse@gmail.com or

yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com




Co-funded by
the European Union e

Plural Perspectives 4.0 Promoting
Diversity Awareness in Youth Work: Staff
Training in July for our team

One of our full-time volunteers, Yassine Barkaoui, recently had the opportunity
to participate in Plural Perspectives 4.0, an international training course
with our Romanian partner COSI (Civic Orientation and Social
Integration NGO) held in Busteni, Romania, between the 8th and the 16th of
August. The training focused on discrimination, diversity awareness, social
exclusion, political populism and the challenges facing young people in today’s
society.

The training explored how discrimination can affect people based on
characteristics such as ethnicity, age, gender, disability and other aspects of their
identity. It also examined how social exclusion, fake news and divisive political
messages can contribute to prejudice and create barriers for young people in
education, employment and wider society. The experience was both enjoyable
and highly beneficial, providing Yassine with an opportunity to gain new
knowledge, develop new perspectives and exchange experiences with
participants from different countries and cultural backgrounds.

Through non formal learning activities, group discussions, interactive exercises,
and reflection, participants were encouraged to explore discrimination and
diversity from different perspectives through drama activities, presentations,
and creating a social media campaign to face these kinds of issues and tackle
them by using online platforms.



One of the most valuable aspects of the training was the opportunity to
understand how discrimination and social exclusion can affect people in
different ways. Listening to the experiences and perspectives of participants
from different backgrounds helped Yassine gain a broader understanding of
these issues and reflect on how they can be addressed within our community in
Newbridge.

The training also highlighted the importance of critical thinking when dealing
with fake news and divisive messages. Participants explored how
misinformation and stereotypes can influence attitudes towards different groups
and discussed the importance of questioning information, recognising prejudice
and promoting respectful dialogue.

Beyond the educational aspect, the international environment made the
experience particularly enriching. Meeting organisations from different
countries created opportunities for cultural exchange and a step towards future
collaborations. Yassine introduced Evelina Barbanti, a Project Manager working
with several French and Italian organisations who was at the training, to Peter
Hussey from Crooked House and they had an online meeting on 21st August to
explore collaborations and common priorities and concerns.

Overall, Plural Perspectives 4.0 was a great training that combined learning,
cultural exchange and personal growth, while reinforcing the importance of
creating a society where everyone is treated with respect and has equal

opportunities for all.




Drama for Older Adults Returns in

September: Houselights and Newbridge
Women’s Shed Drama

Would you like to take part in a drama project that is tailored specifically for
older adults who would like to meet and create together? You do not need any
prior experience in drama.

The Houselights project has been running since September 2025 providing
weekly workshops to a small group of adults over 55 who come together to have
fun, share stories, learn about performing, and make small drama presentations
for our community. Not everyone in the group needs to perform: there are roles
for those who would like to come along and support, take part in the workshops
and not step on stage at the end.

Short performances are devised and staged in Riverbank Arts Centre. The
workshops are facilitated by experienced actor and drama facilitator, Martina
Smith. They are on Mondays from 10.00am to 12.00 noon, and start back on
Monday 28th September. Workshops are held upstairs in Crooked House on
George’s Street, Newbridge (W12 XH73).

Meanwhile, Newbridge Women’s Shed continue their collaboration with
Crooked House by starting the third year of our drama programme. Weekly
workshops are led by Yassine Barkaoui in Newbridge Town Hall, resulting in a
performance in Riverbank Arts Centre. New members of the Women’s Shed
group can join. Contact Newbridge Women’s Shed for

details: https://www.facebook.com/p/Newbridge-Womens-Shed-The-Next-
Chapter-61573462963802/


https://www.facebook.com/p/Newbridge-Womens-Shed-The-Next-Chapter-61573462963802/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Newbridge-Womens-Shed-The-Next-Chapter-61573462963802/

Regular members of both drama groups will travel to A Guarda in Spain in May
of 2027 on a cultural visit, organized by Crooked House and funded by
Erasmus+ Adult Education.

Sonas Senior Project: return of the KARE

Drama Workshops

Crooked House Theatre Company is delighted to announce the return of the
KARE Drama Workshops in Newbridge, Co. Kildare this October. They are now
part of a programme that we call SONAS (Sharing Our Notions and
Stories).

The workshops will run every week from October 2026 through to May 2027 and
will provide participants (who have intellectual and physical disabilities) with a
creative and social space where they can meet others, make friends, build
confidence and develop new skills through drama.

The workshops are designed to create an enjoyable and welcoming environment
where participants can explore their creativity and express themselves. Through
drama games, improvisation and devising scenes, participants will have the
opportunity to work together, develop their imagination and gain experience in
different aspects of performance.

One of the most important aspects of the workshops is the opportunity for
participants to develop confidence and social skills that can be useful both on
stage and in everyday life. Drama provides a space for people to communicate,
collaborate and try new things while having fun and building friendships with
other members of the group.



The workshops will take place every Monday from 1:15pm to 2:45pm at
Newbridge Town Hall, which is an accessible venue. The first part of the
programme will run from October until Christmas, followed by a break over the
Christmas period. The workshops will then return in mid-January and continue
until the end of May.

Throughout the year, participants will work together to develop their skills and
explore different creative activities, with the programme leading towards a final
performance in May. This will provide an opportunity to bring together the work
developed during the workshops and celebrate the creativity and achievements
of the group.

We are also hoping to welcome new participants to the KARE Drama Workshops
this year. Depending on the level of interest, we may also explore the possibility
of running another QQI Level 2 Drama course, providing participants with an
additional opportunity to develop their skills and gain recognition for their
learning.

Overall, the return of the KARE Drama Workshops promises another enjoyable
year of creativity, learning and social connection. With spaces limited, anyone
interested in taking part is encouraged to get in touch by email to reserve a place
or to ask any questions about the programme.

As usual, SONAS Senior: KARE will be facilitated by Yassine Barkaoui,
supported by our team of international volunteers and students.




Kildare Youth Theatre New
Season: Kildare Youth Theatre Workshops
Move to Saturdays

Just a quick reminder that Oberon, Touchstone and Caliban will run on
Saturdays, starting on Saturday, 12th September.
The new Saturday schedule is:

o Oberon (Ages 11-13): 12.00pm — 2.00pm

o Touchstone (Ages 14—16): 2.15pm — 4.15pm

o Caliban (Ages 17—19): 4.30pm — 6.30pm

Young people can join at any time during the year. They, and their parents or
guardians, need to fill in and submit the membership form linked
here: https://forms.gle/ChkH28bLoJbHumYP8

If you are a returning member, and your details have not changed (especially the
contact details - phone and email - of parents and guardians) then you do not
need to register again. If they have changed since last year then please register
again.

And of course, if you do not intend to return to the workshop or to be involved in
any of our activities in the coming year please send an email to
yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com asking to be removed from the database.

As usually, we are proud to offer participation in Kildare Youth Theatre free of
charge. Workshops will be held, as usual, upstairs in our premises on George's
Street in Newbridge - W12XH73.


https://forms.gle/ChkH28bLoJbHumYP8

This year we have a new facilitator. Graham Butler Breen is from Athgarvan. He
was a member of Kildare Youth Theatre when he was a teenager, before going to
UCD to do a degree in English Literature, and then to RADA in London to study
acting and theatre-making. He is now a professional actor and director. Graham
is also the Drama Facilitator for Carlow Youth Theatre. He is the Project leader
on our youth theatre project Step Into Leadership, and the director of our new
play, Dogstar.

Graham will be supported by two of our new team of international volunteers
and students this year.

Carlow Youth Theatre update: Carlow
Youth Theatre is Back

The new season will begin on Monday, 14th September. We are delighted to
announce that this year’s workshops will take place in the Moriarty Room at
Carlow College.

Membership and participation are completely free.




There are two groups, which meet every Monday night (except on bank
holidays):

o Junior Group (11 to 13 year olds): 5.00 pm to 6.30 pm

o Senior Group (14 to 18 year olds): 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm

Young people can join at any time throughout the year, and there is no
waiting list. However, all members both new and returning must complete
the registration form: https://forms.gle/kSGzqmi2jsHalL.Yec6

Workshops will be facilitated by Graham Butler Breen. Graham directed a
devised piece called ‘A Youth Theatre in Search of ... Something?' with
Carlow Youth Theatre in August. He will be assisted by two of our team of
international volunteers and students.

Carlow Youth Theatre is supported by the Carlow County Council Arts
Office.

If interested, contact yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com



https://forms.gle/kSGzqm12jsHaLYec6

Carlow Youth Theatre - Connections 2027:
auditions for National Theatre
Connections 2027

We are delighted to announce that Carlow Youth Theatre will be part of National
Theatre (NT) Connections 2027. Each year Connections commissions a selection
of brand-new plays for young people to perform, pairing some of the UK’s most
exciting writers with the theatre-makers of tomorrow. They work with over 250
youth companies and more than 6,000 young people annually from every corner
of Ireland and the UK.

We are still waiting for our Connections play from the National Theatre. We will
share it with you when we receive it.

We will audition for the Connections production this year.The auditions will be
workshop based activities. Our first audition workshop will be on Wednesday,
16th September from 6.00 PM to 8.30 PM in the Visual Arts Centre in Carlow.
Rehearsals will then continue every Wednesday evening from 6.00pm to
8.30pm in Visual Arts Centre in Carlow and are open to young people aged 13 to
19 years old.

There will be three performances. Two of them will be in Visual Arts in Carlow.
As part of NT Connections, the production will have the opportunity to perform
in the NT Connections Festival at Lyric Theatre Belfast, our partner theatre. The
festival is due to take place on either 2-4 April or 9-11 April 2027.

The production will be directed by Yakup Bas, with support from our
international volunteers and student trainees.
If you are interested in participating, please contact Yakup

(yakup.crookedhouse@gmail.com) or attend our first audition.
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Crooked House Theatre Company is looking for families or individuals in
Newbridge to host our upcoming ESC Volunteers and Erasmus+ Student Trainees.

@

WHO?
Young people from across Europe and beyond, coming to Ireland to work with
Crooked House Theatre Company and support our theatre and community
programmes with young people, older people and people with disabilities.

WHY HOST?
WHEN? We are a small charity with limited resources. By hosting, you
October 2026 - June 2027 directly support our work, help an international young person
and/or January 2027 - June2027 feel at home, and contribute to our local community.

Email us at RAL EUROPEAN
INTERESTED? e info@crookedhouse.ie ggl;SI,PSARITY

Host Families needed: we are looking for
rooms for our incoming volunteers

Crooked House helps 10 young people every year to come to Newbridge from
countries within and bordering the EU. They are supported by the European
Solidarity Corps and the Erasmus+ Student Trainee programmes of the
EU.

While here they train with us in drama facilitation, and theatre-in-education.
Then they deliver free workshops every week to local schools, our youth theatres,
women's groups, KARE, St Mark's and until recently to the Day care Centre.
Local groups really benefit from these social, interactive and fun activities.



We are always on the look-out for host families who can 'adopt' a volunteer for 9
months of the year from October to June. If you, or a relative of yours, has a
spare room and they would like someone (who has been Garda vetted to come to
Newbridge) please let us know.

The young person will be aged 23 to 30 and will be independent. They do not
need to be looked after. They should be able to use the kitchen to store and cook
their own food; have a bedroom of their own; and a shared bathroom. They
should have a key to the front door and be able to come and go as they please.

The room needs to be in a house in Newbridge and not too far from the town
centre. They will not expect to bring friends over, and they will obey the house
rules set by the family or owner.

Because it is a volunteer programme we cannot pay the same amount as a
language programme, or any of the other private projects that bring students to
Ireland. The volunteer does not pay anything. The small grant we receive goes
almost fully on accommodation.

Please contact us if you can help. You can email info@crookedhouse.ie

CUIMSIU - Exploring Inclusion Through
Theatre: Erasmus+ Professional

Development Activity in Isparta, Turkiye

From 25 July to 1 August, Isparta, Tiirkiye, became a meeting point for 50
theatre-makers, performing artists, cultural youth workers and educators from



Tiirkiye, Ireland, Greece, Italy, Spain, Catalunya and Poland, who came together
for CUIMSIU - pronounced quim-siu, the Gaeilge word for inclusion.

Hosted by Stileyman Demirel University and coordinated by Crooked
House Theatre Company, CUIMSIU is an Erasmus+ training programme
exploring how theatre and creative practice can be used to support the
integration and inclusion of young migrants aged 14-30.

The six-day programme was an opportunity not only to learn new theatre
techniques, but also to share experiences of working with young migrants in
different countries. With participants and trainers coming from a wide range of
cultural and professional backgrounds, the course became a space for
exchanging ideas, questioning our own approaches and discovering new ways of
using theatre to create connection and belonging.

Through a combination of morning workshops and afternoon devising sessions,
participants explored a wide range of theatrical practices, including physical
theatre, movement, storytelling, music, rhythm, devising and non-verbal
communication. The morning sessions included Poetry as a Tool for Narration
with Dimitris Agoras and Avra Agora, Songs Across Borders with Elena Valdivia
and Carmen Palacios, Theatre Journal / Newspaper Theatre with Marco Mazza,
and To the Same Rhythm with Juan Escalona Corral.

The afternoon sessions offered a choice of different approaches to devising and
performance, including Viewpoints with Anna Galligan, Movement Wings with
Antigone Gyra, Cartoon Commedia with Yassine Barkaoui and Abdelmonem
Nassef, Using the Work of Meyerhold to Construct Physical Scores with Alba
Manzanares and Mario Garcia Larce, and The Eloquent Body - Facilitating
Beyond Words with Abdulselam Tog.

Although each workshop approached theatre differently, they all contributed to
the wider themes at the heart of CUIMSIU: identity, belonging, inclusion,
cultural exchange and community building. The training aimed to give
participants practical tools that they could take back to their own organisations
and communities, adapting them to their work with young people.

The course also created space for organisations from across Europe to get to
know each other, share their work and imagine future collaborations. Alongside
Crooked House Theatre Company and Siileyman Demirel University, CUIMSIU
brought together Cosmos Youth Association, Novus Theatre Ensemble,
Kinitiras Horotheama, Associazione Link APS, ACRE, FOCO, TNT-
Atalaya Teatro, Escola de Teatre de La Seu and Miejski Teatr
Miniatura.

The impact of the week was perhaps best captured by the participants
themselves. One participant, a teacher from a small village in the mountains of



Catalunya, wrote:

“I am a small teacher in a small village in the mountains of Catalunya who has
had a BIG BIG experience with you. I am very grateful! My students will be lucky
enough to enjoy a little bit of each of you.”

Another participant thanked everyone for “your kindness, your energy, and
everything we shared together”, adding: “I hope CUIMSIU is only the beginning
of many more collaborations and friendships.”

And perhaps most poetically, one participant reflected:

“This week gave all of us wings to our feet, to our heart and to our mind. We will
keep on moving using them and the touch of what we shared and lived in
Isparta, will brighten our face and soul.”

For us at Crooked House, this is exactly what programmes like CUIMSIU can
make possible: learning from others, sharing what we know, building
international connections and bringing new ideas back into our work with
communities in Ireland.

CUIMSIU is part of Crooked House Theatre Company’s Erasmus+ accreditation,
and we are incredibly grateful to Erasmus+ and Léargas for supporting us in
creating opportunities like this. We look forward to seeing where the

connections, ideas and collaborations developed during CUIMSIU will lead next.




Drama Workshops Return to Adamstown

for a Second Year: Crooked House delivers
Youth Theatre project in County Dublin

Following a successful first year, Crooked House, in collaboration with
Crosscare, is delighted to announce that its weekly drama workshops are
returning to Adamstown this September for a second year. The sessions are
facilitated by experienced drama facilitators and professional actors Tuana
Sunar and Abdulselam Tog, who have more than seven years of experience in
acting and drama facilitation.

Throughout the 2025—2026 season, alongside the weekly drama workshops,
Tuana and Abdulselam also visited local schools in and around Adamstown,
delivering complementary drama workshops and introducing younger
generations to the creative and collaborative world of drama.

During the 2026 summer drama workshops, young participants explored drama
through games, improvisation, and devising activities. The workshops created a
fun, creative, and supportive space where young people could express
themselves, work together, build confidence, and develop their own ideas
through performance.

The new season of drama workshops will take place on Tuesdays at Crosscare
Lucan Youth Services and will be divided into two groups based on age.

o Ages 11—12
Young participants aged 11 to 12 will take part in two-hour weekly sessions.
Through drama games and creative activities, participants will develop their



communication skills, build confidence, socialise with their peers, and nurture
their creativity. Each session will also include a devising activity, giving
participants the opportunity to work together to create and perform their own
short scenes.

o Ages 14+ — Youth Theatre
Our Youth Theatre group for young people aged 14 and above will also meet for a
two-hour weekly session. Alongside drama games and activities designed to
develop social and performance skills, participants will have the opportunity to
work towards a showcase. Each young person will be able to take on a role,
contribute creatively to the process, and perform as part of the final showcase.

We are excited to welcome new participants and look forward to another year of
creating, playing, and performing together!

To sign up for the new season of drama sessions or to find out more, please
contact Mary Lawlor at Crosscare via mlawlor@crosscare.ie or Joyce Jackson via
blueelephantarts@gmail.com
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Call for Irish-based Participants to go to
Senegal: Sustainable Goals through Sport
International Youth Exchange in Dakar,
Senegal (1-8 November 2026)

We received notification from CSS Ireland about an exciting opportunity they
have. The information below comes from them so please contact them about
anything.

Centre for Sustainable Solutions Ireland (CSS Ireland) is inviting four
young people (aged 18 to 30 years) from Ireland to participate in an
international youth exchange in Dakar, Senegal on 1-8 November 2026.



About the Project:

Sustainable Goals through Sport (SGS) is an Erasmus+ project that uses sport
to educate and empower young people around sustainability, climate action, and
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. It promotes inclusion, intercultural
learning, youth leadership, and cooperation between Europe and Africa while
contributing to the educational legacy of the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games.
The exchange will bring together 48 young people from several countries across
Europe and Africa.

About the Exchange:

Participants will take part in sports-based educational activities, intercultural
sessions, community outreach, and a two-day Youth Engagement Festival
connected to the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games.

The programme will focus on:

(e]

Sustainability and climate action through sport participation
The UN Sustainable Development Goals
Sport as a tool for sustainability education and inclusion

(e]

o

o

Youth participation and community engagement

(e]

Intercultural learning, leadership, and teamwork.

Practical Information:

Location: Dakar, Senegal.

Accommodation: Hotel Le Feto, Dakar, Senegal.

Duration: Eight days, including a two-day Youth Engagement Festival.

Dates: 1-8 November 2026 (participants will likely fly out 1 day before and fly
back 1 day after the mentioned days due to the longer flight connection times).
Places available: Four participants.

Sending organisation: Centre for Sustainable Solutions Ireland.

Participation fee: €200 per person. The participation fee is to be paid before
travel and accommodation bookings are confirmed.

Participant Profile:
Applicants should:
o Be aged 18-30 years and live in Ireland
o Be interested in sport, sustainability and youth activities
o Be motivated to participate in an international and intercultural
experience
o Be willing to contribute actively throughout the programme
o Be willing to participate in follow-up and dissemination activities after
returning to Ireland.

Young people with fewer opportunities are particularly encouraged to apply.
Previous international experience is not required.

Costs and Requirements:



CSS Ireland will cover the following project-related costs:

o

Return flights to Senegal

o

Accommodation for the duration of the exchange

o

Daily meals and beverages

o

Local transport connected to the exchange programme.

Participants are responsible for arranging and fully covering the cost of:
o Travel/health insurance valid in Senegal
o Any mandatory/highly recommended vaccinations required for travel to or
entry into Senegal
o Any additional personal health-related expenses.

Participants must hold a valid passport (valid for more than 6 months after the
day of return to Ireland) and ensure that they meet all applicable entry, health,
vaccination, and travel requirements. Further information about flights,
accommodation, meals, local transport, and other practical arrangements will be
shared with selected participants.

How to Apply:

To apply, please complete the online registration form using the link below.
Application deadline: 4 September 2026, 17:00 CET

Registration form: https://forms.gle/GvZZktXJWC2xfwghg

CSS Ireland looks forward to receiving your application and welcoming the
selected participants to this exciting international youth exchange in Senegal!

Info at info@crookedhouse.ie

Unit 5, George s Street
W12 XH73,Newbridge
County Kildare
Ireland.



https://forms.gle/GvZZktXJWC2xfwqh9

